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PREFACE. 



The Authob wishes to state that she lays no claim to 
any amount of historical accuracy in the matter of this 
work ; preferring, for ohvious reasons, to leave her readers 
to draw their own conclusions as to the degree of truth 
or fiction interwoven in its pages. The story is intended 
to illustrate the manners of the North of Europe, nearly 
a century ago, by scenes pourtrayed from public and from 
private life : while the &ct to be found in its narrative 
may be drawn from her own conviction of the truth of 
the somewhat trite apothegm, that persons in the highest 
stations are subject to trials, often more severe than those 
of humbler individuals, and that such trials are realities 
in the solemn drama of life from which no greatness 
escapes, and no privacy lies hid. 

Craven Hill, Hyde Park, 
November, 1857. 



INTRODUCTION. 



Lettxbs from the Prinoess Espennza OttroleuBka, n£e PavlofF 

RakowBka, to Madame K. F. C. 

'* Mt Deab Madam» 

Yon had so often expressed to me the plea- 
sure you formerly experienced in the society of my late 
lamented aunt, the Countess von Brunnersdorf, that I am 
induced, with a thousand apologies, to maJce you what 
must he a very unexpected request : first detailing the 
circumstances that have led me to take such a step. 

My aunt, at her death, some few years ago, left me 
her universal legatee ; and among the various things that 
then came into my possession, were a numher of papers of 
hoth puhlic and private interest. One of the packets into 
which they had heen divided, contained an almost com- 
plete Autohiography, with an express injunction not to 
puhHsh it for a certain numher of years after her death, 
and that of two or three persons who were frequently 
mentioned in it. 

You may imagine, madam, the high value such a manu- 
script must possess in my eyes, and in that of my mother 
who was devotedly attached to her, and whose early life 
was so connected with Countess von Brunnersdorf. 
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Acting on my parent's wishes therefore, and knowing 
your literary tastes, as well as the long habit you have 
had of writing yourself, I am tempted to ask, whether you 
will kindly undertake to publish for me, this precious relic 
of a dear relative. No one would do it better, and the 
friendship you had for my aunt, and the true estimate 
you have ever formed of her honourable and truly Chris- 
tian character, confirm me in the view I have taken of 
this case. Your own reputation is a guarantee that you, 
as Editor, would do full justice to the probity and truth- 
fulness which so eminently distinguished the writer. I 
earnestly hope that you will not refuse me this request. 

I frequently recall to my memory the happy hours 
which we spent together at the baths of Ems — ^when my 
father and mother, although fresh from the loss of one 
who was more than a sister to the one and a parent to 
the other, found such consolation in your society, and in 
talking over with a true friend the virtues of her whose 
life I now offer to you in this inclosure ; and which, with 
your valuable assistance, we hope to see in a more perfect 
form. 

My father wishes particularly to see it in the English 
tongue, as England is a country which my late, lamented 
aunt preferred to all others, both for its political and 
moral associations, as weU as its noble and widely difiosed 
literature. 

I trust that your own recollection of my aunt is suf- 
ficiently strong to aid you in any notes or additions that 
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may be necessary ; and that your insight into the princi- 
ples and motives of that distinguished woman will be 
extensive enough to assist you in the development of her 
actions. Many of her notes are so brief and concise that 
they must be a little enlarged upon ; and there lies the 
great responsibility of an Editor — ^and I may add danger. 
But I will not enter more deeply into a discussion that 
would lead me away from the object I have in view. I 
will only add that — ^formed to shine in a court — Countess 
Brunnersdorf was as simple in mind and religious in her 
duties, as the most recluse among her sex. A perfect 
judge of that deceitful political atmosphere in which : — 

' All that glitters is not gold,* 

she preferred, in the careful education of her Sovereign's 
daughters, a life of private worth and happiness^ to public 
display and brilliancy. 

My dear mother, and my aunt Thekla, were to her as 
the most beloved children; my fetther seemed rather 
an elder son than a brother. Her knowledge of man- 
kind, and general subjects, of morals and of manners, 
under the guidance of Christian principles, found their 
true place in a mind as candid as it was finely balanced ; 
but you, who knew her in those last years of her life, 
will, far better than myself, vouch for the accuracy of 
this portrait. 

Now, madam, I have but to repeat my apologies for so 
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urgent a request, and to subscribe myself, with sentiments 
of the highest esteem and consideration, 

Your most futhfully attached Mend, 
Pbincess Espesanza Ostbolenska, 
nie Pavlotf-Rakowsxa." 



The answer to the amiable Princess's request is to be 
read in the following pages, containing a revised and cor- 
rected edition of the Autobiography of Paula, Countess 
von Brunnersdorf, as found after death, in her own 
handwriting. 



THE ROYAL SISTERS. 



CHAPTER I. 



I thought how once TheocritiiB had snxig ' 

Of the sweet years, the dear and wished-for years, 

Who each one in a gracious hand appears 

To bear a gift for mortals old or young ; 

And as I mused it iijji his antique tongue, 

I saw, in gradual vision through my tears. 

The sweet, sad years, the melancholy years. 

Those of my own life, who by turns had flung 

A shadow 'cross me. Straightway I was 'ware, 

So creeping how a mystic shape did move 

Behind, and drew me backwards by the hair ; 

And a voice said in mastery, Yriale I strove. 

** Guess now who holds thee f* " Death,** I said ; but then 

The silver answer rang, ** Not Death — ^but Love." 

E. Babbbtt Bbownino. 

I AM the daughter of an old but untitled 
nobleman of the Ukraine, one of those wealthy 
proprietors who, in the last century, lived and 
consumed all their income on their estates, an4 
thereby produced a certain amount of material 
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prosperity among their peasantry, which it would 
have heen well for Poland to have seen extended. 
He took little part in the politics of the day, 
saying that it was enough for a Polish nohle to 
remember that he was a Pole, and that no other 
principle or reflection was wanted to teach him 
to oppose the foes of his country, from what 
side soever they approached. We lived com- 
fortably rather than luxuriously, plentifully 
but not ostentatiously; hospitality was the 
one thing needful, the chief virtue of the 
house. 

I had one brother, younger than myself by 
some years, who was born just as we heard of 
the first outbreak of the Russian war. My 
mother was overcome with melancholy for&- 
bodings, and expected with only too prophetic a 
spirit the total downfall of her family. And 
even so it befell us. During an inroad of the 
Cossacks, under the command of the most 
furious of the Muscovite leaders, the order was 
given to burn all the country houses, and all the 
illages belonging to my father. As he had 
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been long known as a violent anti-Russian^ and 
had made himself particularly obnoidous to the 
priests of the Greek Church, who under Russian 
protection were then all powerful in the Ukraine, 
the order was but too punctually obeyed by a band 
of the fanatical peasantry. My father, mother, and 
only brother perished in the flames, or in the 
hideous massacre which accompanied it. The 
Cossacks, true to their ancient character, com- 
mitted the most wanton excesses. I was then 
twelve years old, and can but too weQ remember 
some of the scenes of that dreadful period. 
How I escaped seems, however, but a confused 
dream now, on looking back upon the horrors 
of that fearful night. I cannot remember the 
frightful details with anything like accuracy. I 
only know that God took care of the orphan, 
and that shelter and concealment were afforded 
me in the cottage of a poor woman who had 
been my nurse, and to whom, and to whose 
children my mother had shown great kindness 
in former times. Here I remained unknown 
for many months ; nursed through a long illness 
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which succeeded my rescue from that scene of 
horror ; and which no doubt was caused by the 
effect produced upon my childish feculties by the 
terrors to which I had been exposed. The con- 
sequences of this illness were singular. I lost 
an memory of the past— it was at least happy 
for myself that I did so-and it was only from 
the lips of my nurse ; that I obtained any reliable 
account of the frightful events I have related. 
I remembered well all that had previously oc- 
curred : I coxdd call to mind the image of a fair 
and loving mother ; of her caresses, or those of 
my father ; of playing with my infant brother ; 
but an after this was a blank, and a mierciful 
veil hid from me the fearful end ordained to that 
home of domestic affection, of innocent and 
peaceinl enjoyment. On my recovery from this 
long and protracted iHness, I had grown taU and 
womanly in appearance, although thin and 
wasted in frame. Everything was done for me 
that this poor family could afford ; although, ne- 
cessarily, I was fed and dad as a peasant girl, and 
helped not unwillingly, to do all the work and 
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drudgery of the cottage that was suitable to my 
aga. My nurse and I woiild sometimes talk of 
my future prospects; which were, indeed, any<- 
thing but hopeful, for the Russians had then es- 
tablished their law throughout the Ukraine ; and 
a commission, we heard, had been appointed to 
take account of my &mily estates, which were 
to be divided, according to report, among the 
plunderers* The Cossack Hetman, who had 
first ravaged the property, was to have half of 
it, and the rest was to go to another officer, a 
favourite of the Empress. Anyhow, it became 
impossible for me to remain where I was. The 
peasants' families would be registered, some sent, 
perhaps, to Siberia, or elsewhere ; I should be 
discovered. 

" Why not write to your unde, the Count, at 
Berlin ?" said the good nurse one day to me. 

^' I can send the letters by my son-in-law, 
Stephan, who is in the Prussian service, and wiU 
deliver it to Count Wangenheim himself, if he is 
at Berlin." I eagerly seized the hint, though 
not without misgivings, as Stephan might be 
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ordered into a distant province or my uncle him- 
self be travelling ; but I wrote my brief tab of 
distress, and left the rest to Providence. My 
pious confidence was rewarded. After two 
months more anxious waiting, a letter arrived 
from Stephan to his mother-in-law, saying he 
had delivered my note into my uncle's own hands, 
and that he had been desu-ed to call the next 
morning for directions. These he accordingly 
received, and they were in substance, to write to 
my nurse, to inform her that a letter would be 
sent to the post-office at Krzemieniec, addressed 
to her, but that its contents were to be commu<p 
nicated to her young lady. He was at the same 
time to write a letter to herself (the present one), 
addressed to her usual abode. Thus far the plan 
tiad answered. My nurse, after pondering on 
what she had learnt, resolved to proceed on the 
following Saturday, being market-day, with a few 
baskets of fowls, hares, and other country pro- 
duce, in a swift sledge to Krzemieniec, although 
it was not her usual market-town, being at a 
considerable distance. Her son Peter, who from 
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being lame had escaped the necessity of serving 
in the army, and consequently lived unnoticed 
and comparatively unmolested by the Russians, 
was to select his best horses and drive her there 
early enough to return the same night to our 
cottage. 

In winter when the snow is firm, long journeys 
^e performed in an incredibly short space of 
time by a light sledge and good Ukrainian 
horses. 

On arriving at the town, my good nurse, as 
she afterwards told me, disposed of her game at 
marvellously low prices, insomuch that she was 
the wonder of the whole market. In fact, she 
was so impatient to go to the post-office that 
she thought little of her bargains and more of 
her letter : yet she dared not show among the 
crowd of Russians and curious idlers who were 
collected together in the market-place, that she 
was intent on anything else but her common 
country business. At length she sold the last 
fowl, and trudged away to the post-office. When 
there she asked, with a degree of trembling 
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anxiety that had nearly betrayed her, whether 
th^re was any letter for a person of her name. 

*' None/' she was told, briefly and rudely. 

'* None !" she exclaimed ; ** what, none from 
BerUn ?'' 

^* From Berlin ?" replied the surly official 
'' who would have thought of the like of you 
receiving outlandish letters? — I have not yet 
sorted the Prussian bags, and shall not till I 
have had my vodky," (vodky — ^little water — is 
Russian for brandy). 

" Now, you will get a quicker and a better 

glass of vodky with this, Mn Postmaster," said 

my nurse, slipping the price of a fowl into his 

hand ! which the man taking, pocketed without 

thanks or observation: while he showed his 
gratitude by opening a bag with a German 
superscription on it, and began sorting its 
contents. 

After a considerable time, and much patience 

on my nurse's part, he pulled out of the very 

bottom of the bag a letter, of which the address 

agreed with what she expected. She paid the 
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postage, and hastily retreated ; being anxious to 
return home before night, and a fi*esh snowstorm, 
which threatened, might set in. 

Late, however, she arrived ; and finding me 
nearly dead with impatience, she kindly gave 
me the letter to read, without previously reading 
it, though addressed to herself. It proved to be 
a very affectionate, hearty letter of congratulation 
from my uncle on my escape from death— of which 
he was previously unaware, and which seemed to 
him little short of miraculous, from my detail of 
the circumstances ; knowing, as he did, the ter- 
rible state of the country. He invited me to 
join him at Berlin without loss of time, and 
offered me an asylum and home in bis house as 
long as I chose to live there. 

As might be imagined, my departure was 
immediately arranged — nor did the preparations 
for it take long. My good nurse, always 
fertile in expedients, with some difficulty ob- 
tained leave from the petty Russian tyrant who 
temporarily ruled the province as District Com- 
missary, and a passport to go a day beyond the 

VOL. !• B 
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frontier to see her son-in-law iu the Prussian 
service, then quarti'red in the nearest garrison ; 
and she took me as her maid. The trusty 
Peter, who would have done anything to serve 
roe, was again the driver ; and on a bright, hard 
winter's morning, well wrapped up in thick wolf 
and sheep skins, and myself equipt by nurse's 
care in a new, white harems skin pelisse concealed 
under my humbler peasant's dress, we started 
for the last Russian post. Here we were 
detained with tedious and impertinent formali- 
ties, and many other vexations and questions, to 
all of which my nurse, who was a shrewd woman, 
had provided herself with suflScient answers, 
either in words or cash — and a litde went a great 
way with the Russian functionaries in those 
times. 

Peter on no account would they suflfer to pass 
over, but threatened to send him to serve the 
Empress, if he stirred from the station before 
his mother's return. Taking a hearty leave of 
him, with sincere thanks for his friendly assis- 
tance, we quickly stepped upon Prussian ground ; 
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and feeling ourselves comparatively safe, both 
nurse and myself — the moment we were free 
from observation — dropped on our knees and 
thanked God aloud for being quit of Muscovite 
dominion. 

" I, alas ! my child," said she, " must return 
there ; but they will not trouble an old woman 
like me much — ^besides, it is a reason for their 
leaving Peter immolested. If I could not say 
he was there to help me, he would be sent off 
with the next batch of recruits to Turkey, or 
Siberia— he might be torn from me yet." 

The poor mother could hardly restrain her 
tears at the thought of separation from her 
favourite son. At last the moment arrived when 
it was imperatively necessary that we should 
part. She placed me in the hands of her 
daughter and son-in-law, with whom I was to 
remain as privately as possible, until Count 
Wangenheim could send for me. My poor 
nurse, who always thought the Muscovites — as 
she invariably called the Russians — ^were at her 
elbow, whispered to me through her tears, her 



20 THE ROTAL SISTERS; OR, 

last injunction to be vety careful " not to let it 
be known who I was." They were already en- 
quiring about me before I came away. They 
had heard a rumour of my escape, and would 
certainly have discovered me in time, then.'* 

Poor nurse I she returned home, and left me 
with her daughter ; who received me kindly, but 
wisely prevented my being seen by either Prus- 
sians or Russians, who swarmed in the place. 

"We know they are all spies," said she; 
^'but our Commandant is afraid to take anv 
steps against them, and would certainly not 
refuse to give you up if demanded." 

My first measure was, to write again to my 
uncle, throwing myself unreservedly on his kind- 
ness, and asking his instructions. The post was 
then slow. I waited ten days for an answer, 
which came at last by the hands of an old 
steward and his wife, who were sent purposely to 
bring me to Berlin. 

Under this safe escort I arrived at that city. 
My trepidation was great as I ascended the 
staircase to my uncle's abode. I tried to bring 
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him more directly and distinctly to my recol- 
lection — not having seen him since a visit he 
had paid us in Poland some years before ; when, 
as I well remembered, he had been very fond of 
my childish ways, and encomtiged my early pro- 
pensity to study. But, a few years are sufficient 
to dim a child's recollection of persons ; and when 
my unde came out of his library to receive me, 
I could not quite persuade myself that I had 
ever seen him before. The moment, however, 
I heard his voice, and the soft, kind tone, in 
which he bade me welcome, the dear old unde 
was the same again. I remembered everything ; 
our poor old house, my dear parents, my infant 
brother who had been his plaything at the same 
time widi me — all rushed before my senses. I 
fdt giddy with emotion, and could only utter, 
"Dear unde;" when his reply, "Patila, my 
dear child " was so exactly in the sound of my 
bdoved mother's own voice that I could forbear 
no longer, but fell into his arms in a flood of 
tears. 

" Poor child I" said he, " thou hast much to 



22 THE ROYAL sisters; or, 

weep for; yet, God be praised, I can at least 
afford a shelter to my dear sister's only remainbg 
orphan/' 

He tenderly kissed me, and desiring the 
housekeeper to install me in my litde apartment 
not far from her own, told me to feel at home 
in his house, and that he would talk more when 
I should have taken some repose. Till then be 
would not enter upon the story of my sufferings. 

Of course I afterwards told him all that I have 
narrated above ; entering more into particulars 
with regard to persons and things with which he 
was so imperfectly acquainted. News then 
travelled slowly, and the German governments 
had already begun the policy of systematicaQy 
bUnding their people to what happens beyond 
their own frontiers ; which they have but too 
successfully pursued since. 
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CHAPTER II. 



A poet says, Love at odd hoxixs hatii Bmiled, 
And covered with his pinioxiB epoT\aveLj, 
Where he espied some hairs that seemed like Time's 
Rather than his. 

Waltsb Sataoe Lavdob. 

After all I had gone through, I desired quiet. 
My unde kindly informed himself of my studies ; 
and finding, as might have been expected, that the 
disastrous events of so many months had greatly 
thrown me back in much that I had learnt, im- 
mediately placed me in the hands of the best 
masters. I also b^an to learn a variety of 
accomplishments, for which there had been no 
opportunity in Poland. My unde*s apartment 
was not a large one; coming to Berlin but 
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rarely, and never mixing with the world when 
there, he required but a bachelor's lodging, — 
provided always there was room for his books 
and philosophical instruments, — and while at 
Berlin, saw no company, save a few philosophers, 
very much like himself; and one or two old 
relatives. 

As the world and life were before me, and I 
was too happy to feel myself in a home with one 
who daily more and more recalled to me the 
remembrance of my own dear parents, I did not 
feel the least dull or ennuyee in this mode of 
living. I liked study, and strove to please my 
uncle. I was not sorry, however, to hear him 
say one day, '^ The season is becoming so fine 
that we must soon go into the country. Faxd- 
chen, you must see Schloss Wangenheim/' 

I cannot forbear to mention one instance of 
my uncle's liberality, which was more gratefiil to 
me than any of the numerous personal favours 
which I experienced from him. One day that 
I earnestly expressed the wish to do anything 
that could repay to my good nurse and her 
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fkmily, who I knew suffered many privations, the 
immense service I had received firom them — 
nothing less than preservation of my existence 
in a time of peril*— he asked me in his quiet 
serious manner to point out a method of alle- 
viating their domestic condition, without giving 
rise to suspicions which might prove dangerous 
for them. I answered that I knew they could 
not accept money — anything else was difficult to 
send ; the mere communication with them from 
abroad was hazardous, and might cause them to 
be suspected by the Russians ; while any intima- 
tion of the sort of service they had rendered me 
would be absolute ruin and Siberia. My unde, 
therefore, proposed to settie a small pension on 
my nurse's daughter and her husband in the 
Prussian service, which should be sufficient to 
cover the amount of a trifling pittance my niurse 
managed to wring from her own necessities; and 
which she could only contrive to transmit to 
them at uncertain intervals, and with consider- 
able risk. This was arranged, and my unde 
became doubly dear to me, from having enabled 



26 THE ROYAL SISTERS; OR, 

me to prove gratitude to those to whom my 
heart felt so deeply indebted. 

We were now settled at Schloss Wangenheim» 
a gloomy old German chateau, of no exterior 
beauty, but picturesqudy situated in an exten- 
sive forest, near the banks of a smaU pdludd 
lake. 

The deep, sandy roads by which it was ap- 
proached, were at that time so bad, that I suf- 
ficiently appreciated my unde's little indination 
to make more journeys to and fro than were 
absolutdy necessary. 

There was a very good library, music, pictures, 
all the materials for assisting me to prosecute my 
studies, being so inclined; but it would have 
been an awful solitude to a girl who might not 
have taken to it so willingly as I did. 

Here I passed the greater part of six years of 
my life, during which we spent three winters and 
part of one spring at Berlin. This was enough to 
keep up some connection with the world, and to 
enable me to lay the foundation of a few valuable 
acquaintances for my future life. In the country 
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we sddom saw a visitor. Now and then some 
old friend of my uncle's, who were always per- 
sons of worth and acsquirements, if happening to 
pass through our province, would come and stay 
a few days. Once or twice a year some distant 
relatives, Wangenheims of another branch, would 
pay him a visit of some duration, but of near neigh- 
bours we had none. As I had spoken German 
more or less from my infimcy, I was soon at 
home in the language and literature of my 
adopted country. I had scarcdy any female 
society, of my own age at least, and had, there- 
fore, in a great degree my own character to form* 
I was serious and grave beyond my years ; and 
educated by, and associating with men of culti- 
vated minds and elevated pursuits, had little 
taste for the frivolities and amusements said to 
be natural to my age and sex at that period, and 
which from my later experience in life, and after 
some reflection, I believe to be simply the effect 
of habit and association upon youthful minds, 
and not an absolute condition or psychological 
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necessity of female ezistenoe, as laid down in 
certain philosophies. 

As I grew up I became more and more useful 
to my uncle, whose advancing years incapacitated 
him from the care of his household, and I at 
last became so far mistress of all that surrounded 
me that I not unnaturally acquired a degree of 
independence which, I could see, rather perplexed 
the starched formality of the conventional ladies 
of Berlin. 

Time wore on; I passed a studious, quiet, 
and, therefore, happy youth ; grateful in the first 
place to that Providence who had mercifully res- 
cued me from destruction, and, next to the kind 
and generous unde who had been the means of 
preserving me in my proper sphere. Worldly 
riches I had none, I was dependent for everything 
on my unde ; but his liberality, and even more 
the command he gave me of his home and 
possessions, allowed me perfect freedom of action 
within the drde wherein I was placed. Some 
greater variety of female acquaintances, both 
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older and of my own age, might probably have 
been an advantage to me, as I have since seen ; 
it is, perhaps, a wonder I did not grow into an 
original and a savage. But what I lost in this 
way in some respects, I may have gained in 
others : for, on retrospection, I can confidently 
say I was free from vanity, either of personal or 
mental claims to notice — and the companionship 
and training given to the female disposition by a 
man of the elevated and sincere character of my 
unde, endowed me with a truth and earnestness 
in my pursuits either of study or amusement — a 
solidity and steadiness of judgment — which is 
less in the power of women than in that of men 
to impress upon the youthful character. That 
there may be disadvantage as well as advantage 
in such a course of tr^ning — comprehending 
those classical studies generally confined to the 
other 8ex_I am willing to admit ; but, on the 
.whole, I have reason to think, from my later 
eKperience, that such a system, if judiciously 
carried out, and admitting the co-operation of 
female tastes and employments, would do more 
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to strengthen our sex for their future interooorse 
with the illusions and struggles of existence, 
than the blind conventionalities — the empty and 
insufficient plausibilities to which we trust for 
our formation of the female character at this 
period of our civilisation. I am not advocating 
abnegation of all restraint or disdpline in the 
education of young women ; I am only anxious 
for a true and sincere appreciation of the diffi- 
culties and perils of their position — ^not a native 
and ignorant submission, but a wise and virtuous 
obedience to those duties and affections for which 
their Creator has ordained them. Truth and 
reason, not ignorance and conventionality, 
ought to be their guides through even the 
earliest and least difficult period of their 
career — but I diverge from the course of my 
narrative. 

Books— hard, old, dry books, in which my 
uncle and I both delighted-— were mine in plenty, 
but I was often at a loss to talk with the ladies 
I occasionally met; and soon found that the 
gentlemen I encountered in general society were 
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unable or afraid to talk with me. I cared little 

for either dass. 

One of the few persons whose conversation 

was really agreeable, was a Count Brunnersdorf, 
an old friend of my uncle's, and like him a lite- 
rary and philosophical character. At the time 
I speak of, the taste for belles lettres and every 
kind of instruction which had been fostered at 
the court of the great Frederick during the latter 
years of that monarch, was still in fiill vigour ; 
and the strong military bias which had pre- 
viously been called forth by his victories, and 
which the revolutionary war has since then 
revived, was far from being so exclusively the 
character of Prussian society as it has become in 
later years. Then it was fashionable to have 
studied French and every other sort of philo- 
sophy, and the savant of that day was not a 
spectacled doctor of some learned university, but 
a gentleman, en habit de cour^ speaking excellent 
French and quoting Voltaire and Rosseau. 

Many of these were, doubtless, very super- 
ficial and, 1 might add, very superstitious : for, 
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in their search after truth, they dduded them- 
selves into the belief of some most extraordinary 
fallacies. To them may be attributed the birth 
of all that is so well known as German philo- 
sophy, transcendentalism, eclecticism, and 
mysticism of various shades, moral and material, 
religious and irreligious. To them we are 
indebted for animal magnetism, phrenology, 
homoeopathy, and so many more modem notions 
which sprung from the dreams of M esmer and 
Katterfelto, and their followers. Many of them 
dabbled in politics ; and afterwards uniting with 
the Freemasons and other secret societies, became 
suspected by Government in the revolution, and 
they ultimately fell into disrepute. Count 
Brunnersdorf, however, was a far superior man 
to any of these. His studies had been of a most 
classical and elegant kind : he was a connoisseur 
in Art, and had turned his mind to almost every 
species of research in mathematics and natural 
philosophy. He, as ^ell as my unde, had 
travelled in early life and brought the polish of 
good society to the stores of a well-cultivated 
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understanding. He had held important offices, 

and was universally considered and respected as 

a man of the highest talent and honour. He 

was fifty years of age ; a perfect gentleman in 

appearance, though with none of that military 

brusqueness which is now thought necessary to 

our men of the world. Perfect good breeding, 

admirable temper, and a ready memory made 

him an excellent companion to my unde and a 

most agreeable one to myself. His visits camoe 

regularly twice a year, and lasted a month ; and 

when at Berlin we saw him almost daily. 

Without dwelling on this, the most peaceful 

and the happiest part of my life, I may say in a 

few words that Count Brunnersdorf proposed to 

my unde for me. He made many apologies for 

thinking of engaging the affections of so young 

a person, — considering the ^disparity of years 

between us ; but ended by saying that he bad 

never hitherto thought of marriage, as he had 

never hitherto met with any one who seemed so 

likdy to suit him in sympathies and tastes, as he 

found me in all respects: that encouraged by 
VOL. I. c 
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my frankness, and the marked preference ac- 
corded to him over younger, and, perhaps, more 
suitable admirers, he could not refuse to himself 
the chance stiU open to him, of espousing a 
person so every way dear to him as I had be* 
come, and whose happiness he felt might safely 
be intrusted to his keeping. My unde, rather 
to my surprise, but also to my entire satisfaction, 
accepted the offer conditionally on my behaff. 
Dear uncle ! so much too just and too wise to 
give in to the ideas prevalent in my youth — 
according to which a girl was given away with 
or without her consent, which was rarely asked, 
and still more rarely considered. We all, there* 
fore, happily agreed to make no long delays ; my 
uncle settling upon me the whole of his property 
after his death, and begging us to live with him 
whenever we chose* 

My unde did not long survive this change. 
I lost this kindest and best of relatives shortly 
after my happy marriage, although I had the 
melancholy satisfaction of attending as a dutiful 
daughter his peaceful death-bed; and as it was 
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then requisite that we should inhabit the capital, 
whither my husband's duties from time to time 
obliged him to go, we finally settled in Berlin, 
visiting Schloss Wangenheim occasionally in the 
fine season. At these periods we invited a little 
more company than had been seen there in my 
unde's time ; but as there was no chasse worth 
speaking of, there was no inducement to prolong 
our residence there into the autumn. 
Thus doses the earlier portion of my life. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Whftt we shaU do is doabtfnl; but what we have done la 
certain, and out of the power of fortune.^4sNS0A. 

Patienoe ia the chief est fruit of itudy : a man that atriTes to 
make himself a different thing from other men by much reading, 
gains this chief est good, that in all Fortunes, he hath something 
to entertain and comfort himself withaL — Sbldsn's TabU Talk, 

I WAS three years childless — happy and con- 
teDted as 1 had every reason to be in all other 
respects, I did not repine at this privation, feel- 
ing the full benefit of my previous education 
and capacity for study and employment ; and 
united to a most attached and affectionate hus- 
band, I resigned myself with patience to the 
decrees of Providence. 

At length the blessings and the cares of 
maternity became my lot ; and I found myself, at 
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five-and-twentyy the mother of a most promising 
boy. 

Count Brunnersdorf acceded to my wish to 
christen our new-bom darling, Conrad, after my 
unde, to whom we owed so much ; and whose 
late death was the only drawback to a happiness 
he would have so truly participated. 

I have said my marriage was a happy one. 
With my character and disposition I found many 
advantages in being united to a man who, 
without being old, was at least so much my 
senior as to give him, for that reason alone, an 
authority which is not always silently conceded 
to a younger mate, however much beloved. I 
knew that his experience was always likely to 
make him in the right, and I yielded to him in 
everything, as I would to a &ther x)r a brother 
further sanctified by the deep and true devotion 
pf a husband's entire confidence. Ah ! few 
women have been so blessed in their lot as I was 
at that period of my existence ; and I trust that 
my thankfulness and gratitude for those precious 
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blesabgs were accepted hj the Creator who 
vouchsafed them. 

Count firunnersdorf had passed many years 
of his early life in the public sendee of the 

grand-duchy of X ^ (I avoid giving names, 

for reasons that will be evident in the course 
of my narrative,) and had already before his 
marriage retired torn it with honour and 
distinction. He had been the private friend 

of the late Grand-Duke of X , who left 

a request to him on his death-bed, that he 
would not refuse to resume his fimctions of 
minister during at least the first years of his son's 
reign. To this, of course, he assented, and the 
Grand-Duke's death takmg place shortly after 
the birth of our son, occasioned my husband's 
entry into the Cabinet of the new sovereign 
immediately after (iiat event. We were, there- 
fore, obliged to remove our family entirely to the 

capital of X , for a residence whidi might 

be of indefinite duration, I should state, before 
entering on a new and important page of my 
history, that the late Grand-Duke of X had 



■^ 
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been an easy, but much-respected ruler of h» 
dominions ; he had been less intent on keeping 
up his military rank and quasi-regal splendours 
than many others of his fellow Princes in the 
Confederation; but he had been just, aftabH 
and favoraUe to all reasonable progress and 
improvement. 

His son — ^now seven-and- twenty— though 
endowed with, perhaps, more brilliant qualities 
than his father, was certainly not his equal either 
in temper or judgment. He had been married, 
but was early left a widower with one infant 
daughter, of whom he was extremely fond ; but 
for whose education and training he had as yet 
taken lamentably few steps. His own marriage 
had not been a happy one ; and since the death 
of his consort he had been weak enough to be 
drawn into the society of young men who were 
not the best specimens of the Court, but were 
Imt too likely now to give a tone to it. 

My life in this new situation appeared to me 
at first so unsuited to my previous habits, that 
I could hardly reconcile myself to the change. 
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By degrees, however, I contrived by method and 
regularity to divide my time between my house- 
hold duties and the other necessities of my 
courtly position, so as to secure a considerabte 
degree of leisure to myself. Yet, this was fat 
from affording me the hours of study, which 
used to be my great source of delight at Wan- 
genheim ; and which it was my consolation now 
to steal from the day devoted to so many other 
and uncongenial employment. 

I must not conceal that I was on the whole 
very favorably received at X — . . . My hus- 
band's well-known character and position there, 
enabled me at once to enter society upon a 
footing of friendliness and intimacy which it 
would have been difficult for a stranger to hav6 
acquired. The Grand*Duke, himself, was very 
condescending, and bestowed upon me so much 
of his gracious favour that I could perceive, td 
my annoyance, that it did not pass unperceived 
by others. That is as much as to say — speaking 
always of a small German court — that it did not 
pass uncommented; not that my good neigh- 
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hours meant any harm ; hut, in a small capital, 
everything a newly-arrived stranger does is talked 
over thoroughly. Prudence, therefore, forced 
upon me a salutary degree of circumspectioii 
from the very heginning. 

My husband, ever intent on procuring for me 
every relaxation from Court duties, in his power^ 
had already purchased a small, but very pretty 
country-house, at an hour's distance from the 
residence. He had fitted it up beautifully in 
the old French style, of which he knew me to 
be an admirer ; but left the garden and other 
grounds to be laid out by myself, according to 
my own particularly romantic fancies, as he was 
pleased to call them. 

This acquisition, while it gave me a good 
deal of very agreeable occupation, served to keep 
me, at least during the summer months, at a 
distance from the court and its petty discords 
and intrigues. I had, also, greater leisure td 
attend to my boy's health and education, and at 
intervals a tranquil enjoyment of my husband's 
society, which I could not have secured in the city. 
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The Duke, it k trae, often rode or drove out 
to can at Bnmnendorf— «8 we named onr un« 
jxeteading vilk; but the rery necessity of being 
accompanied, and of paying his visits with a 
certain sort of formaKty, if not stateliness, oon* 
tribttted in some measure to render them less 
freqaait, and more noted far their ceremony, 
than for their fiimiliarity when they did occur. 

I iiad afterwards ample reason to rejoice that 
i had placed such a distance between the 
sovereign and mysdf ; and resolved to maintain 
my position, while gratefiilly acknowledging the 
flattering attentions which he delighted in 
shewing me. My husband gave an unlimited 
approval to all my proceedings. It was my 
principal ssUisfaction to think that not only my 
own character, but his credit and position were 
stcengthened by my conduct 

In the summer of 18 — , there arrived at the 

capital of X a very great lady of one of the 

first families in Vienna, She was strongly 
jreoammended from one erf the most influential 
.persons in the housdiold of the Empress; and as 
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you know with what reverence and obsequiousness 
imperial recommendations are received all over 
Germany, I need not tdl you that her welcome at 
our little court was all that she could desire. 
The Duke gave fites for her, the minialer was 
obliged to do the same. His Highness's grand 
chamberlain gave a hal ^hampitre in her 
honour. In short, the Countess Emilia von 
Sohran, had nothing to complain of in her 
reception. 

She was a handsome person, and possessed of 
soma talent : a perfect mistress of that conven- 
tional tact and sentimental minauderie which 
plays so great a part in Viennese society. She 
was now on her travels, but gave evident s^ns 
of expecting to recrave an invitation to suspend 

her career, and fix herself at X . Those 

who knew her best, said also that she would 
not in probability refuse such an invitation. F4x 
.some reason Count Brunnersdorf, yery soon 
after her arrival, cautioned me against l)ecom]ng 
too intimate with her. ** She was not," he said, 
*^ capable of bang my friend, and he did not wish 
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her to be more than a common acquaintance in 
our house." 

What was foreseen, did not fiiil to happen. 
The lady remained, m spite of the eager curiosity 
after knowledge, which she professed made 
travdHing a necessity for her through life : she 
lost no time in laying si^ to the Duke's rather 
too vulnerable heart, and apparently forgot 
Vienna in the pleasures of the court of X • 

It is needless to add that under such in- 
fluence, the Duke, whatever capacity nature 
might have endowed him with, was not likely 
to enlarge his sphere of ideas or usefulness. 
His extreme civility and complaisant attentions 
to myself still continued as before. He would 
gladly, I know, haVe seen me more in the 
Countess's society aAd confidence, — if he liked 
her, he was^ at least, compelled to respect me — 
but I went to court as little as I could help, and 
thereby contrived to estrange myself as little as 
possible from its concerns and comm^age. I 
preserved my distant feeling towards Countess 
yoi^ Sohran, and was in return Iktle noticed by 
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her. She unhappily, however, seemed daily to 
acquire a greater influence over the weak cha* 
racter of the Prince. 

I have said that I went rarely to court, and, 
therefore, beard little of its intrigues, but I con- 
fess my astonishment was great wben I learnt 
-that the young Princess Thekla, only daughter 
of the Prince, a very interesting child of seven 
years of age, was placed under Countess von 
Sohran's charge for her education. 

It is in vain to say that children of so tender 
an age imbibe no evil tendencies, from the 
character of those under whose tuition they are 
placed ; it is true, there may dapse some years 
before they can possibly learn or become con* 
taminated, by the greater moral faults of human 
nature ; but they very soon learn to imitate the 
decq)tion, the habitual falseness and contempt 
for the proprieties of conduct, which is almost 
inseparable from such guardianship. It was, 
however, decreed that Thekla was to remain 
permanently under the care of Madame von 
Sohran, who, as an accomplished woman, was 
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certainly unequaned by any of the ladies then 
resident in the little court of X ■ , 

I could not but fed a certain d^;ree of pity 
for this poor, motherless child, abandoned in 
spite c^ high rank and apparent advantagcsy 
to what must meritably turn out a very indif- 
ferent education. I was aware that as wife of 
the Duke's chief minister, I could without im- 
propriety watch Princess Thekia more dosdy 
than any other person in the court, and inspired 
by these intentions I endeavoured to conquer 
my distaste for her sodety, and went more 
frequently to the countess's house than other- 
wise should have done, for the sake of keepmg 
up my small knowledge of the disposition and 
progress of her pupiL The Prince, I found out, 
heard of this, and was far from disliking it, 
but he had the tact and discretion not to 
speak of it to me, but in the most matter- 
of-course manner. I sometimes took my son 
with me — then a boy of about twdve years of 
age, as a means of giving some interest to^iny 
visit in the eyes of the young Thekia, and also 
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with a wish to draw out^ in their children's play, 
m few indications of her real temper and dis- 
position. From what I observed in these 
cursory visitSi which after all, could only be 
made with some circumspection, and at intervals, 
from the evident restraint and dislike (tempered, 
however, it must be admitted, by a most 
obsequious politeness), with which the Countess 
received me, I could perceive that the young 
Princess was a child of singularly precocbus 
intelligence, who, growing up as she was doing 
under the penalty of an extremely delicate con- 
stitution, would require a higher moral, as well 
as a more judicious education, than any she had 
as yet received, and withal demand great care 
and attention in her bodily as well as mental 
training. My husband who was truly attached 
to the reigning family, and who saw that an 
atmosphere was formmg around the Duke, 
which would in many ways be unsuitable to a 
girl of his daughter's age, thought it his duty 
to speak to him on the subject. He was a^t 
first listened to with attention, but the Duke 
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seemed suspicious of some design, and only 
replied he would see to it. Like most weak 
men he had a great fear of appearing to be 
governed, either by a lady or a minister. 

At a second interview he seemed more con- 
vinced that his daughter would be better 
educated at a distance ; and being himself of an 
indolent disposition would, I believe, really have 
been glad to have had the care, and, as he 
thought, responsibility of a girl's education taken 
completely off his hands. 

Count Brunnersdorf was rendered the more 
earnest in his endeavours by my account of the 
last visit I had paid to the young Princess, whom 
I had found paler and more emaciated than 
usual ; and, as I feared, fast losmg the use of 
her limbs, from the injudicious system of res- 
traint to which she was subjected, and the 
indolent habits of body she was consequently 
suffered to acquire. I had taken Conrad with 
me in my afternoon's drive to the villa of 
Countess von Sohran. It was summer, and I 
was sure to find the little Princess in the garden; 
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while, Id all probability, the Countess would be, 
according to her wont, receiving gay visitors in 
the salon. His Highness might, perhaps, be 
there : but it so happened on this occasion he 
was absent, and I was not sorry for it. 

The evening being fine, the whole company 
were on the terrace drinking coflfee. The 
Countess, perhaps, conceived that she was 
dutifully superintending her illustrious pupil — 
but if so, it was in a singular manner. 

Barely within sight, under a group of shady 
lime trees — 6rom whose branches a swing hung 
suspended — lay the little girl extended her full 
length in an invalid chair, between a French and 
English bonnef of whom it was hard to say 
which seemed the most vulgar, or the least 
suited to the companionship of a young lady. 
Overdressed, flaunting, and full of assurance in 
their manner, they paid little attention to their 
charge except every now and then, when inter- 
rupting their coarse and noisy conversation and 
boisterous mirth, they thought it necessary to 
bestow some fulsome adulation upon the 

VOL. I. D 
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" charming little Highness," or " sweet, serene. 
Princess," whom they fed with sweetmeats and 
bonbons. In the .intervals of this open flattery, 
their eyes were usually directed to certain youug 
officers of the Ducal Guard, who might be among 
the company, or in their default, even to officers 
of the household of an inferior degree, in a way 
that gave me but an unfavourable idea of their 
habitual society. 

I was, of course, obliged to remain near the 
Countess: but Conrad, my fine, noble-looking 
boy, with a child's freedom, ran off to the little 
Princess, with whom he was already acquainted. 
Thekla seemed glad to see him, in spite of the 
air of sickly languor which marked her delicate 
countenance, and motioned as if she would be 
lifted out of her chau: to play with a companion 
whose arrival was a treat to her in the solitary 
life she led. The bonneSy however, did not per- 
mit this ; and the Countess, who chanced to see 
what was going on — and it was by mere chance 
that she looked at all— turned coolly to me, and 
said. 
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" My young charge is not allowed to leave 
her chair, lest she should heat herself by running 
about ; you know what delicate health she has.'' 

I could not refrain from saying, "At her 
age you could apply no better remedy than air 
and exercise," 

*^ And do you think, then, she would be in a 
proper state to commence her lessons, in music 
and dancing, languages and history, and to learn 
the deportment and bearing of a Princess." 

" Poor child I" I replied : • * the less she learns 
by lesson the better, if she is so weak. Strengthen 
her, and you may then teach her everything," 
> My observations were not assented to ; and 
though the Countess had too much good breeding 
to make any remark ; I could see that she was 
highly displeased. I took the first opportunity 
of her discussing Vienna fashions with some 
ladies who had just come in, to walk to the end 
of the terrace, under the excuse of recalling 
Conrad, but in reality to speak a kind word to 
the young Princess. 
. I could not- help contrasting the two children 
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as Conrad stood beside the little girl's chair, 
arranging a bouquet of roses he had collected 
for her ; his fine, sunburnt, glowing complexion, 
the rich locks of his dark-brown hair, and the 
look of vigour and perfect health and content* 
ment, diffused over his noble features ; — he was 
a remarkably handsome boy, and fully grown for 
his years; I may say this without any of the 
partiality of a mother — ^and the little, delicate, 
fragile child, whose blue eyes and soft, flowing, 
long tresses could hardly conceal the worn and 
sickly, and somewhat pinched look of her fea- 
tures ; which an air of discontent and weariness 
rendered anything but pleasing : though, when 
she smiled, as at this moment gratified with the 
attention of her little playmate, they wore a 
sweet and naturally gentle expression. She had 
often seen me before ; and when she viewed me 
approaching, held out her little hand to me, 
saying, 

" Will you not let me play with Conrad ? — " 

'* You know, Princess, you are not well enough 

to play,'' hastily interposed one of the bonnes ; 
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what would his Highness say, if he came and 
found you romping when, you have had no les- 
sons to-day, because you could not sit up to yoiu* 
music." 

The poor child sighed, and looked at me 
sorrowfully, and then at Conrad who was run- 
ning in childish happiness after a little spaniel, 
which seemed to be the alternate pet and plague 
of the whole house, within doors and without. I 
said a few words to her about her studies, in which 
she was really advanced, almost too much so, I 
thought, for a feeble child of her years, when so 
evidently at the expense of her health and 
vigour. 

I added, speaking to the bonnes^ that I 
thought a little more exercise would give colour 
to her pallid cheeks, and strength to her slender 
limbs, and, perhaps, increase the aptitude of 
mind for study— without which, application is 
weariness and pain. These women, as might 
be expected, were almost saucily impatient of 
interference, and too sharp to be drawn into 
giving any opinion at variance with that of the 
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Countess. Hiekla, nevertheless, although evi- 
dently in fear of them, looked her gratitude to 
me in smiles that could not be mistaken, and 
feeling that it was not my business to say more* 
I called Conrad, and took my leave. 

I returned home, painfully struck by the con- 
trast between the delicate almost fading child 
whom I had quitted, and the healthy, active 
boy of whom I was the fortunate mother. As 
I left the house I heard voices, more loud than 
harmonious, calling in French, German, and 
English, as if there had been some displeasure 
manifested by the Countess, and the bonnes were 
defending themselves — poor Thekla being prob- 
ably the subject, and the victim. 

Not long after this visit, it happened that I 
met the Duke, who usually rode about, attended 
by a single aid de camp, in the public prome- 
nade called the Herzoglicher Thiergarten. He 
immediately joined me, and politely told me that 
he was glad that I had had the charitable good- 
nature to go and see his little Thekla. ^Tor I 
know/' said he, ^'that she is solitary, poor child } 
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I cannot find suitable companions for her, boys 
are much more easily educated, and others may 
be found to join in their sports as well as in their 
lessons. Her health, too, is not satisfactory. Yet 
I am constantly told she is well managed, and 
not allowed to do anything that can possibly in- 
terfa% with her education." 

^'The Princess, sire," I replied, ''is a most 
interesting child, and from the little I have seen 
of her, I am sure it is not education that she is in 
want of, but health and companionship.'* 

''I understand you, madame,you think perhaps 
that Countess von Sohran gives her too much 
training and accomplishment, and not enough of 
cheerful and youthful sodety.*' This was so 
exactly my opinion that I could not hesitate to 
give my assent. I did so simply but decidedly, 
without blaming any body ; I might indeed have 
added some remarks upon the too evident care- 
lessness and bad taste which I could not but ob- 
serve in the entourage of his daughter, and of 
certain points of neglect in her dress that were 
not the poor diild's &ult, but that of her attend- 
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ants. Of all this I thought it best to say 
nothing. 

"You will acknowledge however,'* pursued the 
Duke, " that were Thekla a few years older, the 
salon of Madame de Sohran would not be ill 
calculated to form her court manners, or to give 
her the tone of clever and accomplished society." 

I was puzzled how to answer, for his 
observation was as repugnant to my opinion, 
as the previous one had been agreeable to it, 
and was obliged to evade the point by saying, 
" your Highness will pardon me if I speak as a 
mother, and say that at the age of the Princess, 
her health of body and cheerfulness of spirits, 
ought to be the first, almost the only objects. 
She must, of course, learn something daily, the 
quantity is far less important than the quality, 
but the essential point is to fit her now for learn- 
ing more hereafter. She will then with greater 
vigour take her proper position in the world, 
and talent, 1 doubt not, will manifest itself in 
due time." 

" I am deeply indebted to you, madame, for 
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the openness with which you speak : I see the 
justice of your observations, and rely upon your 
experience. Depend upon it that whatever 
change I make in Thekla's education, I shall 
never cease to regard your friendly interest in 
her with heartfelt gratitude." 

Here ended our conversation : he bowed and 
took his leave, and I returned home, musing on 
its purport. 

My husband did not come in that day till 
kte, and on entering my salon, said rather 
abruptly, 

" What you have been saying to the Prince ? 
He has mystified me completely by talking to 
me for an hour of my admirable wife, of her 
great penetration and judgment, of her rare 
solidity of character — but I could not draw from 
his Highness the motive or object of his discourse. 
He could not fix his attention to my report on 
the public works, or the new tariff and Prussian 
correspondence — all because his head seemed 
jfiifl of my admirable wife." , 
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I could Dot help lai]^hiiig at this sally, and 
assured my good man that I had transacted no 
state business with the IVmce, that I had done 
nothing to mar the public works, ncnr to thwart 
the Prussian correspondence, still less in my own 
eyes, to deserve the flattering epithets bestowed 
on me by his Highness. I then told him of my 
accidental meeting with the Prince in the morn- 
ing, and of what had passed between us at the 
short interview. 

"Now,** said he, ''I can see through the 
whole affair. I have reason to know that he is 
dissatisfied with the system pursued towards his 
daughter, but is too weak or too biassed to lay 
the blame in the right place." 

To be brief, my husband spoke seriously to 
me about the melancholy prospects of the young 
Princess, if left to the miserable education in 
which her best years were likely to be spent. 

''I see what will happen, Paula," said he, 
^' either the Duke, whose eyes you are opening, 
will ask you to l^ecome the directress of her 
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studies, or your own heart will prompt yon to 
take the first step yourself, and request the Duke 
to let you have the charge of his daughter." 

After some deliberation on this important 
subject — ^important, as I well understood the 
nature and responsibility of such an undertaking 
— ^I acquiesced in my husband's evident wishes 
and view of the case; and in his next audience 
of the Sovereign, the affair was settled — that is, 
after a few stipulations on my part had been 
acceded to. I had, of course, some confidential 
communications with the Duke previous to 
entering upon so onerous a task ; and I think it 
his due to say, that I found him both reasonable 
and considerate. 

I had soon an opportunity of being convinced 
that, in the smallest courts, nothing happens, 
or is made to happen, without an under-current 
of often very useless mystery. A few days after 
the conversation with my husband, I learnt that 
a second marriage was on the tapis for the 
,Duke ; whom his own femily and his best coun- 
nsellors, including my husband, had often pressed 
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in vam to think again of a matrimonial alliance. 
His first experience had not been particulariy 
favourable, and he hesitated ; but, at last, the 
ymh to provide a suitable family circle for his 
daughter, growing up, and a sort of conscious- 
ness that his intimacy with the Countess von 
Sohran was not weQ looked on by his subjects, 
prevailed over all other considerations. 

My feelings on hearing this intelligence were 
of a very mixed character. Neither my husband 
nor myself desired to increase our influence at 
the expence of the Duke's happiness ; and it was 
notorious that the alliance now projected ^ould 
almost necessarily lead to a great change in the 
politics of our little court. The Princess fixed 
upon was of a reigning family closely allied to 
that of Russia ; a fact which did not recommend 
it to either of us — ^as my earliest recollections 
were connected with the vfflanies perpetrated by 
that government in my own unfortunate country ; 
and Count Brunnersdorf, while in Prussia, had 
been so well known as an anti-Russian partisan, 
that his position could not but suffer under the 
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change of circumstances. Yet the moral eflFects of 
a union with a Princess said to be amiable and well 
educated, might be of incalculable benefit to the 
Duke, and, indirectly, to the future fortunes of the 
Princess Thekla. To a man so devoted to his 
duty as my husband, these considerations were 
decisive. 

The intentions of the Duke were soon officially 
made known to the public, and joyfuDy received 
by all classes. His Highness, after ordering 
magnificent preparations to be made for the 
reception of his illustrious bride, set off to meet 
her with all his court — except my husband and 
myself — at the firontier of his states, with the 
intention of conducting her to his residence; 
where the marriage ceremony was finally to be 
cdebrated. 

As soon as the day was fixed for the public 
entry of the royal bride into her new capital , 
my husband and myself repaired thither to 
receive her, with the rest of the court. I need 
not recapitulate the fdtes that took place on the 
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occasion of this marris^e, the ceremonies we all 
had to undergo, which were a pleasure to the 
Germans, but a penance to me. 

The Princess, herself, was pleasing, and though 
rather commanding and haughty m appearance, 
was brilliant with youth and happiness, suid 
confidence in the future. Her husband seemed 
very attentive to her; and in their early days of 
wedlock, appeared in reality more attached to 
her than I had anticipated : but the weakness of 
his character became but too apparent (at least, 
to us), by what immediately followed. There 
was a grand circle, or presentation at court; 
succeeded by a banquet and state ball. To my 
great surprise and mortification, I saw the 
Countess von Sohran among the guests. I 
watched with great attention the manner and 
expression of the young Duchess as she received 
this lady ; but I could detect no trace of feeling 
en her part, or of embarrassment on that of the 
Countess. 

This proved to me that the Duchess was in 
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perfect ignorance of what was known—if, indeed, 
it were not the suppressed whisper of every one 
else in the salon. 

Her Highness was particularly gracious and 
condescending to myself ; and in the course of 
next day, I was informed by her own chamber- 
lain that I should attend her in her private 
cabinet. I obeyed the order, and found that I 
was summoned for the purpose of being requested, 
in the kindest manner to undertake the duties 
of her Highnesses first lady.in-waiting. This 
flattering offer I felt myself obliged respectfully, 
but firmly, to decline ; stating, at the same time, 
that I intended to devote myself to the object 
which I had nearest my heart, namely— the 
superintendence of the education of the young 
Princess Thekla ; and for that end to live with 
her as much in the country as the Duke would 
permit. 

I felt, however, so much interest in the cha- 
racter and situation of this youthfii Sovereign, 
that I consented with less reluctance than I should 
otherwise have felt, to come more frequently to 
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the residence, and to join the ducal circle as 
often as they asked me to do so. This, indeed, 
was both fitting and natural : I should have the 
opportunity of bringing the Princess to see her 
parents— which it was most desirable should not 
become less habitual than heretofore, but rather 
the contrary. All this I candidly stated, and 
was happy to find my reasons appreciated in the 
quarters where it was most necessary that they 
should not be misunderstood* 

Little, however, came ot the arrangement: 
for Thekla very soon was attacked by measles of a 
malignant character, which of course kept both her 
and me from the court for a long time afterwards ; 
indeed, some months elapsed from the period of 
her first illness and subsequent recovery, ere I 
once visited the residence. I had, nevertheless, 
abundant means of information as to what was 
going on in the ducal family ; and with great 
sorrow I learnt that matters were not tending to 
that domestic happiness which my husband and 
myself l^ad augured for the Duke and his in- 
teresting bride. 
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The Duchess was in ill health, partly from a 
severe cold caught at a sledge party, as well as 
from other causes. I was further shocked to 
hear that the Countess von Sdhran had suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the post of first lady in 
waiting, which in all German courts is esteemed 
as it were that of a prime minister to the Con- 
sort — without her nothing can be done, and with 
her many things are done that had better be 
omitted. The premikre dame (Thanneur can 
advance many suits, and stop many applications ; 
her influence though immediately exercised upon 
the wife, ends too frequently by acting indirectly 
upon the Sovereign. Countess von Sohran was 
not a woman likely to scruple at making the 
most of such advantages, even had not her 
previous intimacy with the Duke, given her 
facilities for working on bis temper, with a 
knowledge of his character which few others of 
the court possessed in the same degree. 

Mortified, as I was, to see a place so kindly 
and handsomely offered to me, thrown away 
upon one whom I could not respect, I was still 

VOL I. B 
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more anxious for the effect which tihiis appoint- 
ment might have, in thwarting my husband as 
minister. He had spoken his mind conscien- 
tiously to his royal master on many occasions 
about the lady in question — my shyness of the 
court was sure to be taken as the consequence 
of an ill opinion of her, which, indeed, was 
shared by many — and I had little doubt that we 
should, sooner or later, feel the contrecoup of 
this nomination. 

The court soon became full of petty cabals 
and . intrigues for places and decorations, the 
f^tes which were said to be given in order to 
divert the Duchess's evidently failing health aad 
spirits had the effect of making her indisposition 
and loss of cheerfulness, only more apparent, and 
moved by a sincere wish to alleviate a situation 
which I deplored, I sought sm audience of her 
Highness, and requested leave tobring Princess 
Thekla a little oflener than had been the custom, 
to her apartments. My offer was readily, and 
I may say thankfully, acccepted. I brought 
Thekla with me two or three mornings every 



nCTURES OF A COURT. 67 

week from our villa to the palace, and was 
pleased to see the young, but affectionate step- 
mother take a lively interest in the child to 
whom she stood in so important a position. I 
had so well employed my time with the youthful 
Princess, that she had become quite at home 
with me in all respects ; quick and intelligent, 
but not strong, she had required great manage- 
ment at first, and the result of nine months' 
training under my care was, that if she had not 
learnt so much in the way of frivolous accom- 
plishment, she had at least unlearnt a great deal 
that I thought it indispensable that she should 
forget. This might have been difficult to effect 
a year or two later in her life. This went on 
for some time, during which the Duchess ad- 
mitted me to her entire confidence, requested 
me often to stay and nurse her, which, my son 
being now at school, I could do without much 
sacrifice; and finally, begged me to see the 
Duke, to impart to him the very serious view, 
she began to take of her own health and ap- 
[M-oaching situation. I did so, and the very day 



6€ THE ROYAL SISTERS; OR, 

of my cold and unsatisfactory interview with the 
Duke, she was suddenly taken ill, and I returned 
in haste that same evening from the comitry, 
sunmioned by her express desire to attend her. 
The most alarming symptoms supervened: the 
Duke, now stricken with remorse, became almost 
frantic atthe prospect of losing a Consort, Who 
if she possessed not his love, had at least con- 
quered his esteem, was with great difficulty 
removed from her apartment. 

After tedious and protracted sufferings, she 
was delivered of a living child — a daughter, — but 
only survived long enough to bless her child, 
and to intreat as her dying request, that I might 
have the charge of the infant's education, and 
bring it up with its sister Thekla, in the same 
strict principles of religion and virtue. 

The Duke's despair was violent in proportion 
to the weakness of his mind. The speedy 
change of a gay and animated court into the 
abode of mourning is deeply striking, even to the 
multitude, how much more so then to those who 
had solatelv witnessed itssplendid matrimonial fes- 
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Uvities. The rememhranoe o£ his young bride in 
the freshness of her beauty, in the joy of her arri- 
val, and the happy auguries of all for a bright 
and prosperous future, the consciousness of haT- 
ing been to blame in not carrying out to the 
utmost of his power, the fair beginning of what 
might have been a blessed lot to both husband 
and wife, and the knowledge, too certain to be 
evaded, that he had lost a true and attached 
friend, were almost beyond the power of a vacil** 
lating and untried mind to bear. 

The frmeral was ordered after the most ortho- 
dox German fashion, with all the pomp of grief 
and heraldry, which the small courts of the em- 
pire know so well how to supply. The Mt 
tresses of the unfortunate Princess, were bound 
with the same white bridal chaplet which, scarce 
a year before, had decked her brows in the bril- 
liancy of youth and beauty ; and she lay in state, 
crowned with roses which became her youth and 
innocence, but which were a sad contrast to her 
early and untimely jfate. 

The. multitude were admitted to gaze on mor^ 
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taUty, and to draw melancholy, but inevitable 
conclusions on the frailty and impotence of man ; 
to witness the little part he has in all the stately 
trappings with which he loves to surround 
himself. 

The sad hour arrived ; the ceremony was pro- 
ceeded with; the long procession moved on, 
marshalled in ducal parade, with banners 
escutcheons, and military display. The Duke 
himself, as chief moiuner, was the great object 
of curiosity and compassion. Countess Emilia 
was happily persuaded, against her will and taste, 
to absent herself, as had she been present at the 
ceremony, the popular indignation against her 
might have exhibited itself in turbulent de- 
monstrations ; so great was the sympathy of all 
classes for the untimely fate of the poor young 
Duchess. 

The solemn pageant stopped at the portal of 
a massive structure, the mausoleum of the ducal 
house, built in the heavy style of the last cen- 
tury by Duke Ernest Friedrich Leopold— and 
there rested the mortal remains of an amiable 



nCTURES OF A COURT. 71 

being, whose life, had it been spared, could hardly, 
from the circumstances in which she was placed, 
have proved a happy one. 

It has been my task to impress upon her child, 
aU that I knew of the good quaUties of heart 
and mind that graced her short career, and to 
cherish in the Duke's elder daughter, the grateful 
recollection of the many little kindnesses which 
she was old enough to remember and appreciate. 

Shortly after this event, with my two young 
charges, I retired from court altogether. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Vn no rom^neiido aueno, 

Un dia puro, jdegre, libre qtiiero : 

No quiero ver el ceno 

Yanamento Beveio 

De a qnien la sangre eoaelj^a^ o el dinoro. 

Despertiemne las avee 

Con Bu oaatar sabroBo Ao aprendido, 

No los cuidados gravoB 

De qtie ee siempre Beqtddo 

EI que al ageno arbitrio esta atenido. 

Vivir qtdero oonmigo, 

Gozar quiero, del bien que devo al cielo 

A solas sin testigo, 

Libre de amor, de zelo 

De odio, de esperanyas, de rezelo. 

Del monte en laladen^ 

For mi mano tengo un puerto, 

Que con la primavera 

De bello flor cubierto 

Ya muestn en esperany^ el fruto cierto. 

Frat Luis db Lion. 

After the shock occasioned by these sad 
events had a litte subsided, the Duke began to 
consider seriously the necessity there was for 
making some establishment for the education 
of his daughters. 

The youngest had been christened at our 
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eh&teau of Brmmersdorf, and was, therefore, in 
a manner still more my adopted daughter than 
b&r sister. The very &ct that her fiither, 
weakened both in mind and body by the loss he 
had sustained, had not been able to attend the 
ceremony of his daughter's baptism, and that my 
husband had been obliged to represent him at 
the font, seemed to throw the charge, and, 
perhaps, future fate, of the little innocent more 
completely in our hands, than the most stringent 
injunctions of the Duke, as Sovereign, could have 
done. 

The in&nt Princess was christened Fedora 
Carolina, after her lost mother. 

By desire of the Duke, and at the expense of 
the state, great alterations and additions were 
made to our small country residence, so as to 
enable us properly to accommodate the young 
Princesses and their necessary suite of attendants. 
Two assistant-govemesses, French and English, 
carefuUy selected by myself, were also appointed, 
subjected, of course, in all essential points con<- 
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nected with their task of instruction, to my 
revision and personal superintendence. They 
were both amiable and accomplished women, 
who seconded by all the means in their power 
my earnest solicitude ; and complete harmony, I 
rejoice to say, reigned in our dwelling, although 
I could not but feel a constant and increasing 
anxiety, at the extent of my responsibilities. I 
was now thoroughly embarked in the career of 
education. I had not only to reflect with all 
the powers that God had given me, on the duties 
of my situation, but also to read and study 
many of the books which might be most proper 
to fit my mind for [the task of governing and 
teaching. For I did not consider it enough to 
leave the principal parts of daily instruction to 
masters and mistresses. I thought it necessary to 
endeavour to acquire at least a competent know- 
ledge of all the subjects of my pupils' studies, 
and a power of judging of the progress they 
might make in their various accomplishments, 
before the time when they shoiild be called 
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iipon to put them in practice. My own child 
being a boy, I had been less struck with this 
view of a mother's or a guardian's duties than 
I had become since I had children not of my own 
to care for. And the consdousness whidi I 
felt of the extreme weakness of human nature, 
though loving, as I thought, these dear charges 
as my own offspring, made me anxious to enforce 
upon my own mind, by habit and regularity, 
the necessity for that careful superintendence 
which, in a real mother, is the spontaneous fruit 
of natural affection. Looking back, after long 
years, to those times, when anxiety for these dear 
young girls, a growing sense of my husband's 
advancing age, and the unavoidable occupation 
of mind which my son's progress at the uni- 
versity and future entrance into life pressed all 
at once upon my thoughts— I wonder how I had 
strength to bear the burden* The first care — I 
may say, the first great disappointment I had to 
put up with on this head was, the unexpected de- 
claration of my darling Conrad, of the decided 
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indmation he had fonned for the profession oi 
arms. I had long pleased my> unagination with 
Ae idea that he woul^ after one or two years' 
military training according to the Prussian sys- 
tem, have takea to his father's career : in which, 
of course, he might have commenced life under 
the most favorable auspices^ He would, I 
thought-— after obtaining a subordinate {dace in 
the Civil service — ^become assessor, or confi- 
dential assistant to his fitther in his office ; a 
path whieh would in time open to him the 
prospect of mounting, by successive steps, to the 
Ministry itself. Such was also his fiithers wish ; 
but he wiady, I think, determined on not 
thwarting his son's intentions. When, therefore, 
Conrad announced that he did not inteaA his 
two years' military training to be, as is usual, 
litde beyond a mere formal compliance with the 
law, but that he wished to be a real sddier, and 
that he assured o|ie day to rival the greatest 
miUtary rqiutationa, I found myself obliged to 
aoquiesoe. 

Strong and handsome, and beloved by his 
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comrades, as Cohrad was, I could not feel 
prised at his military ardour ; I knew that the 
spirit of a young man is always woriced to its 
best purpose when turned into the channel most 
congenial to the nature and wishes with which 
it is combined. 

Now it was Conrad*s nature to be energetic 
and even impetuous in any great or noble cause : 
and in the lowering state of the then political 
abnosphers, there was am[de scope for those day- 
dreams of national regeneration which have since 
caDed forth, too often in vain, the bravery of 
thousands of heroic patriots. 

The fate of my own country, then recently 
consummated, imperatively forbade even a 
mother's heart to refuse a son*s arm to the 
cause of liberty — whenever a gleam of hope 
might appear on the horizon. His undaunted 
. affection and revertooe for his &ther, and his 
equally endearing love to me, were a guarantee 
that it was ho lightness of purpose, no Quisotic 
desire of enterprise and adventure, that inspired 
Conrad with his fondness for the military pro- 
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fession, Whatever line he chose, Conrad, we 
were sure, would he a honour to it. 

My husband's health was now seriously declin- 
ing; after repeated solicitations, he at last obtained 
the Duke's consent to his final resignation of 
office, and retired to spend, alas, but a few short 
months of suffering at his Chateau of Brunners- 
dorf — ^But even those few months of freedom 
from wordly care were not without their value to 
himself and still more so to his family. In the 
intervals of pain he could enjoy the society of his 
wife and child — he had full time to arrange his 
temporal affairs — and to express to me fully and 
clearly his last wishes with regard to our son 
and his career through life, as well as the man- 
agement of his estate. He did not neglect to 
give me valuable advice as to the plan he wished 
me to follow, in pursuing the task I had under- 
taken in the education of the young Princesses. 
Here, both gratitude and sincere attachment to 
these last representatives of a reigning family, to 
whose services he had devoted the best years of 
his life, conspired to render his instructions most 
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earnest and impressive ; I have never forgotten 
them, nor those other deep and treasured words 
of tenderness in which thanking me for a love 
and devotion, which now, on looking back and 
reflecting on the character of this beloved hus- 
band, I can truly say were little adequate to 
express my entire feelings of reverence and af- 
fection for him — betook leave of me in this world 
— supported by the hope of a final and blessed 
reunion. 

Yes, — ^he died ! — and I was left, as I truly 
felt — ^alone — but with duties and cares that 
would not admit of the indulgence of a selfish 
sorrow, and which called for active exertion and 
an unceasing struggle on my part, to subdue all 
outward demonstrations of my deep and over- 
whelming afiliction, in the weary, yet occupied, 
days which succeeded that event. 

Left at length to my own thoughts in those 
long, solitary, sleepless nights, I passed many 
hours in the vivid recollection of all I had lost 
in that noble and upright spirit. What images 
of the past would crowd upon my brain, whether 
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I encouraged them or not ; I could not dismiss 
the constant thought, *^ It is all gone — I am 
alone, truly alone." I seemed rapidly to survey 
my past life — at least, my married life--and 
to fed as if I was beginning the world anew : 
without youth, without enthusiasm, without 
interest, and above all without the tried and 
trusted companion of my best and happiest 
years. 

My soul would have fEunted within me, had 
it not been for the stem, yet friendly call of duty 
— duty, that irksome soimd ; that heavy burden 
to the unwilling labourer. Duty, how welcome 
to the willing ! how sure a friend and never 
failing stay to those who love it for its own sake, 
whose requirements bring their own satisfaction 
in their fulfilment ; or even in the earnest, con- 
scientious endeavour towards it. Duty, which 
gives strength to those whose moral courage is 
equal to look it in the face, while it only scares 
the feeble, who allow themselves to be van- 
quished ere the fight is well begun. Yes ; it 
v^as the duty I owed to my young charges, 
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whose age and peculiar situation imperatively 
called on me to bestir myself in their education — 
the direction of which I had voluntarily taken 
upon myself ;— it was the duty that I owed to 
my husband's memory, and the reflection that 
he would have deeply blamed any neglect of 
those dear children on my part : it was duty, 
strengthened by frequent and fervent prayer to 
the Almighty for his sustaining help, which 
gave: me fortitude, and kept me to the task. No 
other principles, or fancied principle, would have 
availed me. I felt it then — I feel it now ! 

By the Duke's wishes the remains of my 
beloved husband were honoured with a public 
funeral. The obsequies were conducted with 
unusual pomp, for our small capital. The Duke 
appearing jointly with my son as chief mourners. 
Conrad's filial grief, and his tender solicitude 
for me ia my trouble, won for him the kind 
sympathy of all. The Duke paid him the high 
compliment of saying, that he expected in him 
as fidthful a servant as he had found in his father, 
and accompanied his words with an appointment 
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to the regiment of Guards^ which was especially 
called the Duke's Own. I had, indeed, reason 
to be proud of my son — ^I knew that he must be 
long absent from me, and that I could no longer 
watch over him as a mother ; but leave was 
given him, at reasonable intervals, to visit Brun- 
nersdorf ; and I had reason to believe that the 
society he might meet with in his intercourse with 
the world, amongst his father's friends, would 
be more useful to him than a prolonged resi- 
dence in the country. He was but too much 
Inclined to spend his time in shooting and 
hunting, and in mere country diversions ; and, 
harmless as such a life may be for men of middle 
age, it was better that his youth should be passed 
where he might acquire a greater experience of 
society, and where his mind might be encouraged 
to expatiate in a higher range of thought than 
that of his country neighbours. There was also 
danger that he might be spoilt: for he was 
idolized by the peasantry for his activity and 
affability— two qualities which our German youth 
especially admire* I wished him to be known 
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and loved in the country ; I did not want him 
to become a popular leader. 

There was yet another and far more delicate 
consideration, that weighed with me in pre- 
ferring Conrad's life in town to hb being much 
with me in the country. My excellent and 
ever careful husband, with his usual foresight, 
had pointed out a danger to me, which otherwise 
I should not have thought of. It was that, by 
Uving much in the intimate, and what might be 
called the family society of the young Prince sses, 
children though they were, there might spring up 
between them and him a tone of familiarity un- 
suitable to their respective positions at any time, ; 
and which might have serious consequences 
hereafter. With me they were necessarily on 
the footing of mere children, and were treated 
as girls of my own family would have been. 
The Duke himself had desired it; sensibly 
observing " that the benefit of a private educa- 
tion for those who must hereafter live much in 
public, and in much state and etiquette, even 
when Qot in public, yrould be thrown away, if 
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they wer« not m their os^ly years to be accus- 
tomed to the domestic life of girls ia Germany, 
It would/' be saidy '^ enable them in future to 
understand better the feelings and habits of life 
of their own people ; which, if tbey did not learn 
at that age, the opportunity would be lost for 
ever. The more independent and military lif^ 
of our Princes/' he pursued, '* brings them in 
contact with all classes at any time of life ; but 
ladies of high rank can only mix easily with 
others in youth ; and the circle of a family like 
yours, madame, is better for them than the 
courts of Vienna or Berlin." 

I have now, I think, clearly explained the 
situation in which I was placed, with the pre- 
cious charges confided to me. The monotony 
of childhood and the cares of education during 
the earliest years of my superintendence, leave 
me nothing to dwell on until the period when 
Princess Thekla had entered her fifteenth, and 
her sister her eighth year. At both those 
critical ages there is much to remark ; much to 
watch in the characters of youth, espedally of the 
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female sex ; — observation, wliich in mere chil- 
dren is iitde more than a random impression, 
submitted to no reasoning process, and strength- 
ened by no aids of oomparison and combination, 
suddenly becomes more and more subject to 
method) and produces results startling even to 
tender intelleot itself at tiie end of the fbtt 
period: while, at that of the second, observa- 
tions and inferences often accidentally elevated 
and correct, but rarely tested by argument or 
sifted by examination, lead the half-completed 

■ 

imnd to opinions and t^nclusions only the more 
dangerous as they are totally unsupported by 
experience. 

The characteristics of these two periods of 
youth were strongly marked in the two noble 
girls now utider my ^sare. iThe eldest was natu- 
rally of a sweet and pensire disposition ; more 
disposed to contemplation and study than to 
aclit^ employment ; the younger, on the con- 
traty, w^ of a more lively and aspiring temper^ 
diways ^eady to twjt, aend not tnuch inclined to 
htmk ihe irksome, but necessary lessons which 
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were imperatively required of her. The very 
physiognomy of each of these children, as I shall 
continue to call them, spoke volumes in fevour 
of their respective characters, and of the marked, 
though not unpleasing, differences between them. 
TheUa, fair, tall, pale— endowed with matchless 
beauty of form, and pure transparency of skin- 
seemed to embody the idea of the morning star 
in all its virgin lustre, ere the dawning rays of 
Fhcebus have merged its brilliancy in a deeper 
glory ; while Fedora, a dark-haired, bright-eyed, 
and rosy-complexioned girl, resembled the open* 
ing flower, which prematurely shows the beauties 
which it will soon disclose to the world by the 
full light of the advancing day. 

It was my first care to discover, by the many 
opportunities which the school*room affords to a 
thinking governess, the real bent and disposition 
of their minds : and next, so to select their 
reading, on which I always made some remarks, 
as to supply in the common course of instruction, 
much of what I wished to instil into them with- 
out the apparent tediousness of a lecture* 
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Carrying out this idea, I directed their studies 
in such a manner as to show to each, the use- 
fulness or the merit of such qualities as they 
were respectively deficient in, or hy nature, dis- 
inclined to ; I gave Thekla lessons calculated to 
prove to her the great need there would be for 
her, as her father's nearest support and help, to 
cultivate resolution, decision, and a determination 
to face labour ; to submit to disappointment ; to 
suppress her emotions ; and above all, to gain 
command and discipline over her feelings, that 
all-important point in the education of a Princess. 
I wished her to acquire self-possession and 
strength of character, to form her to be the 
companion of her parent : so as in a few years to 
be able sensibly to alleviate for him, the fatigues 
and annoyances of his court, while studiously 
avoiding the very slightest appearance of med- 
dling with his government I made Fedora, on 
the other hand, adopt the habit of reflection, to 
perceive the beauty as well as the duty of humi- 
Kly, to let herself be guided by her more gentle.- 
tempered sister— and in time I succeeded. 
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The health of the eldest Princess had visibly 
ameliorated by the more wholesome life she had 
led since being placed under my care — ^the younger, 
fortunately, had never given cause for uneasiness. 
The Duke's approbation of my method, or rather 
of my success, in the treatment of his daughters, 
was shown by his frequent visits to see them ; 
or often, if they were engaged in their lessons — 
which he would never suffer to be interrupted — 
he would sit with me and discourse on his future 
views for them, and especially on the different 
accomplishments in which he desired them to 
excel. 

He wished particularly to encourage, or I 
might almost say to introduce, a taste for the 
Fine Arts, m which his small but important duchy 
was rather in arrear. The progress we have 
since seen in Germany, was then hardly began ; 
he had, however, the good sense to perceive that 
it was necessary to provide the people with oc . 
cupation, and that the requisite stimulus could 
not be better given to an imitative people like 
the Germans, than by showing some good . ex-* 
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amples of taste for high art among the reigning 
family^ from whence downwards, it was sure to 
spread with rapidity. 

I win not dilate upon the acquirements of 
these two young Princesses at present, because 
there will be ample occasion to show the great 
variety of their talents, as well as of their dispo^ 
sitions in the course of this narrative. Suffice 
it to say, that I succeeded much more easily in 
acquiring the confidence of the meek and tender- 
hearted Thekla, whose early education had been 
in other hands, than I did in gaining that of 
Fedora, who had always been entirely in my own. 
Self-confidence, in which youth is seldom defi- 
cient, and which certainly abounded in her, in- 
duces the mind to rely upon its own powers, and 
in that sense is a benefit, inasmuch as it leads 
to independence of character ; but in girls espe- 
cially, it may go too far, and deprive those, whose 
tender age most needs counsel and advice, of that 
wholesome support, which only experience can 
bestow. 

'Hie Duke, whatever were his feiults, certainly 
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did not neglect his children. He frequently 

pressed upon me the necessity of looking 

forward to Thekla's appearance at court, as be 

was desirous to form her, at least in perspective, 

to shine in some larger sphere than that of her 

birth. He would even have hastened her 

presentation, had I not strenuously opposed it, 
considering the age of seventeen or even 

eighteen, quite young enough for her embarking 
on the Sea of Life. I was, however, internally 
gratified at her father's showing this earnestness 
on the subject, as I felt sure that it was contrary 
to the influence Madame von Sobran would be 
inclined to exert, should she interfere in the 
matter. Whether she did or did not I had at 
this time no means of ascertaining — perhaps 
prudence or egotism came to her aid, and led 
her to avoid the risk of injuring her own posi- 
tion, by meddling in an affair of so much 
delicacy — at any rate, just then I experienced 
no interference or opposition on her part in the 
performance of my task as directress of the 
education of the royal daughters of the house of 
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X , though there was hardly any other 

department of the affairs of that little kingdom 
in which she had not some direct or indirect 
influence. 

Princess Thekla was unavoidably seen at 
times by the public, on such occasions as her 
Other's birthday, the new year's feast, and some 
national days of commemoration and ceremony, 
when she, and sometimes Fedora, accompanied 
the Duke. On these occasions she was much 
observed, naturally much admired, by the 
people; and as she grew up, the greatest 
interest and curiosity, as I had the opportunity 
to learn, was expressed by all classes with 
regard to her and her future welfare. Scarcely 
known, she was already become a general 
favourite. 
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CHAPTER V. 

tDn buA wie tanB Bhane, 
So hold vnd Bchon und rein ; 
lah'shftu' dioh on, und Welmmth 
Schleicht mis ins Herz hinein. 

Mir ist, als 6b ich die Hands 
Anf B Haupt dir leffen soUt*, 
B^end, dass Gott dich ex^te, 
80 rein und sohon und bold. 

H. Hsuri. 

like to lb fmgMiit flofvrar, 
So pnrei and fair, and mild, 
Filling the heart with moaaog. 
Is thy sweet form, my child^ 

Thna o'er Utiy gentia head, 
My hands in wonght I lay, 
.Praying otdr Ood to keep thee, 
So pure, BO bright alway. 

AUTH0B*8 TB4V8LA.n(Ur. 

While I was quietly pursuing the pati) of 
my duties, and preparing as best I could, to 
usher my two dear charges successively into the 
world they were destined to adorn, a game was 
playing behind the scenes for which I was quite 
unprepared. The Countess von Sohran, well 
aware that as long as I remained at the head of 
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their household, the young FriQceases would 
neidaer be brought forward^ nor kept bock^ but 
in aoeordance with my views for their good, 
betook herself to a ruse worthy of the most 
accomplished intriguante. She had a daughter 
a few months older than Princess Tbekia, who 
had been brought up at an expensive pengian 
at Vienna, and who had visited her mother but 
at rare intervals during the last few years. This 
young lady was suddenly brought to X , 
and her mother at the same time announced 
that the young Countess Melusina^ would be 
presented at court on the same day that the eldest 
Princess was to make her appearance. This 
was all that was said at first, but her designs, as 
will be seen, went further. 

This daughter of hers was certainly a striking*- 
looking girl, handsome and well formed in 
figure, looking both in person and manner 
older than Tbekla, and well calculated to take 
her place in the great world at once, without 
any waste of time in preparation. Of her 
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character and disposition I could at that time 
form no judgment, but I thought her manners 
too assured for a young person of her age — she, 
however, seemed accomplished, spoke several 
languages with facility and elegance, was a good 
rider and dancer, and possessed of many of 
those minor and superficial accomplishments 
calculated to make an impression in society, to 
which aim the whole course of her education 
had been directed. I shall have more to say of 
this young lady hereafter. 

Time wore on. Princess Thekla was now 
eighteen years of age, and her establishment 
was to be formed. I feared the being obliged 
to give up the daily intercourse, which for many 
years had subsisted between this sweet girl and 
myself, at a moment, when I knew my advice 
might be most useful to her, and that from her 
affection towards me, the want of my presence 
as well as of my counsels would be most acutely 
felt by herself. I feared also, that others might 
craftily attempt to gain the influence that I 
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might lose. Not that I had any reason to dread 
that Thekla's heart could ever become cold towards 
one, who, like myself, had nursed her infancy, 
and overlooked her education ; but I knew the 
world well enough to feel sure that the attempt 
would be made, and I knew Countess von 
Sohran well enough to foresee it would be made 
by her. Princess Thekla had, however, easily 
imbibed a dislike to Countess von Sohran, 
indeed, the change from her guardianship to 
mine, had done so much for the poor neglected 
girl, that her early recollections were all in my 
favour. 

In order to defeat in some measure' the unto- 
ward influence which, I soon became aware, was 
abready at work upon a design, whereof I had 
received more than one hint from various 
quarters, I resolved to speak openly to the Duke 
upon the subject. His visits to me were fre- 
quent, and as I had ample opportunity to converse 
with him upon any point concerning his 
daughters, I made no scruple of taking the 
initiative in such matters. 
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My constantly abstaining from ever even 
broaching any other topic connected with the 
court, was, I am sure, not unnoticed by him, 
and I am equally sure, led by degrees to the 
unbounded confidence he placed in me, as to all 
things that came within my sphere. I fancy 
that he did not find the same forbearance and 
reserve maintained elsewhere. 

One day, then, I said to his Highness that I saw 
that the time was not far distant when Princess 
Tbekb must have another house (maison) 
formed for her, and that it would be a bitter 
moment to me when I should be forced to part 
with one who was as dear to me as my own child. 
" And why, madam," said the Duke, " why 
should not you continue your invaluable and 
watchful care over my daughter as a young 
woman, that you have bestowed upon her child* 
hood? Can you not take upon yourself the 
office of Grande Maitresse and so become the 
chief lady of the household ?** 

I was startled at this- appeal, as it was totally 
unexpected by me. " Your Highness," I re- 
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plied, *' is too gracious to me — you know that 
I would make any sacrifice to be near, and of use 
to the Princess Thekla, but it would be purchased 
too dear if it were to be at the price of the well- 
fare of her younger sister/' 

"I am deeply grateful Madam, for your 
tboughtfulness for the interests of that dear child 
— it is true at her young age she has need of 
your mind and attention still more than Thekla 
requires your companionship ; 1 see/' said the 
Duke pausing, ** that the two places are incom- 
patible/' 

*^ The two duties are incompatible," I rejoined. 

" You are right," he replied, smiling, as if he 
knew some who would willingly combine both. 
" For companionship," he continued, " 1 think 
of proposing Madlle. de Sohran as maid of hon- 
our to Thekla : she will at least enliven her, and 
lead her to more active diversions than seem to 
be my daughter's taste/' 

" Oh, sir," I cried, " has your Highness re- 
flected what a very different education Madlle. de 

Sohran has received from that you have given 
VOL. I. G 
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yoor own danghters ? From the first, you have 
msdj directed that the Princesses should be 
hrongbt up, if not in actual retirement, at least 
«8 privatdy as ladies of their rank can he, with 
justice to their ultimate position in the woild : 
now Mdusina de Sohran has heen educated in a 
sfyle as puhhc and full of pr^ension as a girl 
can be, and, though veiy accomplished and 
derer, is of a forward disposition and manner, 
neither likely to please Friaoess Thekla, nor to 
be of any use to her in the situation in which 
your Highness thinks of placing her. She would 
be far more in her element in the court of some 
reigning Princess where she had a part to play, 
which I trust she will nerer have here in the 
household of your daughter." 

I paused, and not till I had done speaking 
did I reflect upon the strong, though not disre- 
spectful, language I had used. 

The Duke, on his part, seemed at a loss to 
answer me, but at length with an evident effort 
to repress his feelings, replied. 

** I have only to say that I find on this, as on 
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80 many other occasions, but another reason for 
thanking you, madame, for the motherly care 
and watchfulness you have exercised over my 
daughters. But in the new circumstances in 
which Thekla will henceforward be placed, it 
will be rather more necessary that I should 
appear to name the persons who are to be about 
her — always, of course, consulting you, ma dame, 
and imparting to you with the utmost frankness 
all my feelings on the subject. I am very glad 
to have heard all that you have so candidly dis- 
closed to me, and must remind you that the 
appointment is not yet made, that no irrevocable 
step has been taken," — ^here the Duke sighed 
inwardly, looked confused, and cordially pressing 
my hand, left the room. 

And so ended a conversation, which was to 
me, at least, far from satisfactory — I knew the 
Duke's instability of character too well to feel 
convinced that he would act even on his best 
intention — still less could I trust to his evidently 
undecided opinions. The sequel proved that my 
fears wjsre.but too well founded* 
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The eighteenth birthday of my first and 
dearest pupil, the Princess Thekla, was ushered 
in by a musical salutation such as German choirs 
alone know how to execute, and I may say to 
imagine. The band of the Duke*s first regiment 
of Guards, assisted by some of the finest voices 
of the town, assembled at an early hour under 
the windows of the wing of the palace, which 
had newly been allotted to her and her household 
us a residence. When the sun rose, and I never 
saw that great luminary burst upon the horizon 
in greater splendour — the rich sounds of a so- 
lemn German Chorale, full of pathos and mean- 
ing swelled upon the breeze, succeeded, after the 
first movement, by a hymn, the words of which 
had been composed expressly for the occasion 
by the Hof-dicbter, or court poet. They were 
pretty words, and of course complimentaiy to 
t)he young Princess ; who was universally beloved 
both for what was known of her amiable and 
beneficent disposition, and for the expectation 
that she would worthily fill the place of her 
mother who had been adored by the people. A 



PICTURES OF A COURT* 101 

Concourse of the population accompanied the 
band, and now, unexpectedly joined in the 
chorus. The Princess, who had hastily arisen 
on hearing the first strains of music, was affected 
even to tears; and I reproached myself with 
not having given her previous warning that 
something of the kind might be expected from 
the customs of the country, as well as from the 
sympathies of a sentimental people. 

Princess Thekla's first public appearance was 
to be at an early church service, which it was 
thought proper she should attend on this occa- 
sion, for the purpose of receiving the Sacrament 
before the assembled people. So much variety 
of religion exists and is allowed in Germany, that 
the public celebration of any religious ceremony 
by persons of exalted rank, has a significance 
hardly to be understood elsewhere— inasmuch as 
it is held to bind them to that church to which 
they then openly conform. After this she could 
with difficulty marry a Prince of the Roman 
Catholic, and still less, one of the Greek com^ 
munion. The sacred ofiice being concluded, the 
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Princess returned to the palace with the Duke 
and her own attendants— or, as they were called, 
her court— and held a reception in her own 
saloon ; the Duke standing by her side, ajod 
myself immediately behind her with her young 
sister, who was allowed to be present, but unof- 
ficially ; being still quite a child in years. At 
this reception, the ladies and officers of her 
court successively approached and offered their 
congratulations, no presentations being consid- 
ered necessary for them, as it was supposed that 
the Princess and her court were all ushered into 
public life together by the previous fiat of the 
Duke as Sovereign, all having been privately 
arranged by him as her father. 

Among those especially attached to her houses 
hold, I retained at the Duke's express desire, my 
honourable and confidential position near the 
Princess, with the title of Grande Maitresse 
or mistress of the robes; but though I still 
possessed the far more valuable distinction of 
being her known and most trusted fi*iend, yet the 
circumstances were relatively so fax changed, 
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und the duties I still preferred to retain with 
respect to Princess Fedora were so binding 
upon me, that it was not possible that I could 
make my influence felt as much as I might 
have wished. Next to me came the Chanoi* 
nesse von Greiffenstein, an elderly lady of irre- 
proachable character, and not very prepossessing 
appearance. Had duennas been required in 
Germany, the Chanoinesse would have been 
admirably qualified to fill that ofiice, for which 
a dragon or a grifiin would have been the 
acknowledged pattern. This lady being of high 
femily connections; which were suflSciently 

known to the little world of X both by her 

own talk, and by the characteristic armorial 
bearings of the Counts of Greiffen-Klau and 
and Barons Riedesel upon her carriage, (griflSns* 
daws and asses' ears) was selected to combine 
the duties of mistress of the court cermonies, 
^th those of first lady in waiting — the only re« 

maining appointment of any consequence about 
the young Princess, was that of maid of honour. 
It was necessary that she should have one young 
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lady attendant, and the person chosen» much to 
my dissatisfactioni was Countess Melusina von 
Sohran. Handsome and clever, at least as far 
as a quick apprehension and ready resources 
with regard to common things and the affairs of 
court and society go, she was but too likely to 
render herself both useful and indispensable to an 
inexperienced young person of Thekla's rank, 
whose position as well as character removed her 
from all those trifles that force themselves upon 
high places, and which must be managed by 
somebody. Tbekla, knowing as yet nothing of 
the world, was almost too much given to despise 
it, or rather she had so true an apprehension of 
the comparative littleness of worldly affairs 
viewed by the side of higher objects, that she 
really required some one near her who should be 
on a footing of sufficient intimacy to tell her 
what to do on many occasions when none but 
the Princess herself could with propriety appear 
to do it. My dear Thekla had, perhaps learnt 
too much from books alone ; too much from my 
single conversation, to be able to vary the points 
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of view she must take of thingSi or to adapt 
her conduct to a new and trivial circumstances* 

It had been decided that the evening of the 
Princess Thekla's first public appearance in the 

world of X should be marked by a grand 

baU to be given at the palace. It is true that 
she had appeared already with her father on 
some state occasions, but it was necessary that 
she should begin to mix a little in the society of 
ladies of the capital, and to become acquainted 
with those of her own age as much as the dif- 
ference of rank permitted. German notions on 
that head are so very strict and defined, that 
there was little danger of too much familiarity 
springing up between the court and the city — 
the only risk of that kind lying in the intimate 
circle within the palace. Those whose fortune, 
or rather misfortune it is to be bom in so high a 
sphere, are necessarily so restricted in the choice 
of friends, and their friendships when formed 
become unavoidedly so intimate — so habitual— 
that the growth of influence, slow and imper- 
ceptible as it is, can hardly be prevented. I had 
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seen enough of that sort of thing to be very' 
careful whom I allowed to form the early society 
of the young Princesses — and for this and other 
reasons I objected to the fn'ward encroaching 
character of Madlle. de Sohran. In order to 
keep intimacies at a distance, I considered it 
most useful to enlarge the circle of general ac- 
^aintance; and, as it was desirable Princess 
TheMa should by degrees know all the principal 
families in her father's dominions, and particu- 
larly the ladies of her own age with whom she 
would probably be more or less in contact all 
her life, I gave my hearty support to the idea of 
the ball, when the Duke first broached the sub- 
ject to me« Thekla, with the ingenuous candour 
belonging to her age, and still more to her own 
character, expressed great delight at the proposal, 
adding with a blush, that she was half afraid to 
appear before so many people. 

" Then I will go with Thekla," said her little 
sister, without the slightest reserve or timidity. 

" You shall be taken to see the entrie my 
:dear," said the Duke, " before you go to bed." 
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' But that was not suffidenti or half suffi* 
cient for little Fedora, who, though she loved 
h^ sister dearly, had no notion of being treated 
in any respect differently from Thekla. And 
indeed, I had made it a principle in my system 
of education, to place the two sisters as nearly dii 
one footing in every respect as their ages and 
studies would permit* Fedora scarcely seemed 
to have found out that she was not so tall, not 
ix>uld she draw, sing, or play like Thekla. 
Their reading, however, I made as much a6 
possible, the same — ^in languages she was almost 
the superior, from quickness of ear and intelii«> 
:gence, and the advantage that youth always 
appears to have in catching up a variety of 
tongues, even, though incorrectly* But Fedora 
-was well persuaded a very sh6rt timo would make 
|ier as tall, as dever, as much of a woman as her 
.isister, and, in short, she almost fended hersellf 
iU-used when she saw Thekla beautifully dressed 
for the ball, while she was put into the hands of 
her gouvemante to be consigned to her early bed. 
^hekla, fuU of gratitude to her father for having 
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arranged this fiSte, sighed, nevoiheless, as she 
arranged her last jewels, and said, 

^*l wish I conld change places with you, 
Fedorchen." 

**Then why don't you?'' cried the child, ''I 
do so long to go and dance in the Bitter Saal, I 
can dance all my steps now, and I know all the 
waltzes our band plays, so I ought to waltz 
too.'' 

'' And with whom would you waltz ? I do not 
think the Hof Marshall von Fips could find you 
a suitable partner, or vis iviSf litde one." 

** I would dance with Conrad." 

This sally rather astonished me, Conrad's 
name bemg seldom mentioned among us, from 
the fear I had of bringing him too much into 
notice: but the &ct was, that Fedora, who never 
saw a boy or young man within our precincts, 
knew no other even by name. It was true tiiat 
Conrad, whenev^ he paid me one of his short 
virits, had sera, and by my wish, con versed with 
the Princesses, but alwi^s in a tone and manner 
of formal and rath^ distant poK t e ne ss, Fedora, 



PICTURES OR A COURT* 109 

as a very young child, had been sometimes 
allowed to play with him. 

The ball itself, was as brilliant as the court 
and the occasion could make it. After having 
danced with one or two foreign Princes, who 
happened to be staying at the residence, and with 
some of the principal dignitaries and officers of 
the household, Thekla most kindly sent to desire 
Conrad to be her partner for the ensuing waltz, 
a summons which he delightedly obeyed. This 
mark of her favour, one to which his position in 
the army as yet hardly entitled him, was pecu-. 
liarly gratifying to me, as I felt it proceeded 
entirely from her kind feeling towards myself, 
and its effect was not lessened by hearing the 
Duke make some very complimentary remarks 
upon his appearance, which, indeed, were not 
unmerited, for Conrad was a very good waltzer, 
and even without a mother's partiality, might 
decidedly be considered the handsomest young 
man in the ball-room that night« Nothing could 
be more perfect than his manner towards the 
young Princess herself, bis early friend and as- 
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sodate, whom he treated with a respect and de* 
ference that never for a moment degenerated 
Into an undue appearance of intimacy. My 
eyes were, indeed, seldom absent from these two 
dearest objects of my affection. 

The interest I have taken in the 'debut of my 
favourite pupil, has led me to omit the mention 
of an event which created no small sensation in 
our little world; namely the very unexpected 
arrival of the Count von Sohran. This person- 
age, whose very existence, present or even pre- 
vious, had been doubted by some of the more 
malicious spirits of our court, actually appeared 
in person on the scene. I said that his arrival 
was unexpected ; and it was so by the world in 
general, but the Countess had taken care to 
mention it to a few particular friends, two or 
three days before her caro sposo's arrival. She 
said that she felt that his absence for so long a 
period from his wife and daughter, was a trial 
imposed on them by Providence, that his estates 
in Moravia had required his presence for an un- 
usual length of time, that she had earnestly 
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written to him to press his attendance at the 
court where his daughter was about to begin 
the world, and where the countenance of a father 
was so indispensably necessary. The sentimental 
tone in which these and other common places 
were put forward whenever the Countess mother 
took it into her head to talk good about her do- 
mestic relations, had failed to impose upon any- 
body. The number of years during which she 
had preserved a strict and very contented silence 
respecting this dearest of husbands, made her 
listeners suspicious, and it was not till released 
from his estates in Moravia, — or from from the 
play-table in Vienna — he shewed himself at our 
court, that people would believe that Count von 
Sohran was not in himself a mvth. The curious 
then were gratified. They saw a real Count von 
Sohran, and a still more real, dry-looking, ugly, 
little old man, quite bald, with a sinister cast in 
the eye, looking full eighty years of age, but de- 
clared to be not more than sixty and a trifle more. 
His manners were polite in the extreme, and 
when you saw him at court in his rococo French 
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habit de cour of the last century, his coat cloth 
of gold, his embroidered lilac vest, his diamond 
buckles, his rich lace and perfect silk leg, you 
might say you had seen in truth, la vieille cour. 

But though polished, he was eminently dull ; 
trained to the routine of ideas in a very limited 
circle, he represented the beau ideal of a mere 
Austrian courtier. When other topics of con- 
versation failed him, he had nothing better than 
to launch forth into praises of *' My imperial 
master," by which some shrewd politicians did 
venture to understand the Czar rather than the 
Emperor.' His great forte, however, was in 
turning the king at cards, in which he excelled 
50 much to the detriment of other peoples' 
pockets that it began to be remarked. 

The Countess was affectionately attentive to 
him and spoke much of his duties at his own 
court She tenderly considered his health, and 
was fond of pointing out his resemblance to '^ la 
cktre petite" her daughter Melusina, 

The young lady, however, made no scruple 
of saying to any one who would listen to her. 
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that she preferred being thought like her mother^ 
who really was a handsome woman. 

The Duke on his part received the new Count 
with evident indifference^ and did not in the 
least relax his attentions to the Countess. 

On the night of the ball, the Count and 
Countess entered arm in arm, a pattern of con- 
jugal tenderness, but as soon as the dancing 
began and while the Countess was pointing out 
the excellence of her daughter's waltzing to her 
friends, and dilating on the subject of Heinrich's 
paternal solicitude for their accomplished Melu- 
sina, he was observed silently to take a pinch of 
snuff, and to slip away to a card-table, where the 
Duke and he played for very high stakes during 
a great part of the evening. The young Countess 
certainly on that night received as much admira- 
tion as cquld possibly hd her due. 

Despite of my prejudices (if my well-founded 
objections against her and her family might be 
called such) I was obliged to confess to myself 
that she was possessed of great personal attrac- 
tion. Tall, finely-formed, with marked classical 

VOL. I. H 
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features, rayen hair and eyes, and a dear deadly 
pale complexion, utterly devoid, however, of the 
bloom of youth, she was dressed a ramTy and in 
a style eminently calculated to set off her pecu- 
liar appearance to advantage. Her features 
were expressive, but that expression ¥ras not to 
me a pleasing one, though it could not be said 
that she resembled her mother in this or in any 
other characteristic of her beauty. Her man- 
ners, too, differed in many respects from that of 
her more Tusie and worldly-polished parent. 

I observed her attentively, but could come to 
no decided or satisfactory conclusion as to her 
real character. She danced beautiAilly, once or 
twice with my son, with whom she appeared to 
great advantage as a partner. Her frank and 
unembarrassed deportment, which in a girl of a 
less well-bred school, would have degenerated 
into forwardness, or brusqtieriey passed for 
nothing but youthful spirit, combined with an 
unusual share of self-possession and aplomb; 
mothers pointed her out to their daughters as a 
pattern of brilliant toumure^ On the whole I 
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was forced to admire her, rather against my in- 
dination I confess ; but injustice, I trust, forms 
no part of my character; for the rest, the 
influence gained by this young lady will suffi- 
ciently explain her disposition and abilities in 
the course of my narrative. 

A far more beautiful and interesting sight to 
me at that memorable fSte was the appearance 
of Princess Thekla herself Distinguished among 
her ladies less by actual beauty than by perfect 
gracefulness of figure, and dignity, and kindness 
of manner, she appeared in my, perhaps, partial 
eyes, the very model of a Princess. Modesty, 
without shyness, a little reserve without any 
tinge of haughtiness, gave her at once a character 
of superiority in the eyes of all who approached 
her. The Duke was extremely attentive to her, 
and as the evening wore on, became so evidently 
pleased with the perfection of her manner in this 
her first public assembly, and with the effect 
produced by it on all the court, that he could 
not refrain from expressing his feelings on the 
subject. 
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I will not repeat the thanks, and still less the 
compliments, he bestowed upon my care and 
example, as proved by his Thekla's success. I 
wiU only say, that never did my heart respond 
more harmoniously to a parent's feelings, and 
earnestly did I pray when at length J retired to 
rest, that God would preserve my beloved Thekla 
in her present virtues and their consequent hap- 
piness, as well as confirm her father in his now 
warm affection towards hi^ daughter. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



NegU occbi porta la mia donna amore ; 
Perchd si fa gentil ciocch' eUa mira : 
Ore ella paflsa^ ogni uom yer lei si gira^ 
E coi saluta fa tremar lo core, 
Sicche bassando 1 viso tutto smuore, 
E ogni sao dif etto allor aospira : 
Fugge dinanzi a lei superbia ed iia. 
Ajutatemi, donne, a faxle onore. 
Ogni dolceasza, ogni pendero umile 
Nasce nel core a chi parlar la sente ; 
Onde e laudato chi prima la idde. 
Quel ch'ella par, quando un pooo somde, 
Non si puo dicer, ne tener a mente ; 
Si ^ nuoTO miracolo e gentile. 

Dantb.— « Vita Nmvo.** 

I RETURNED to Bnmnersdorf after the ball, 
accompanied by my youngest, and now only 
remaining charge, the Princess Fedora. My 
anxieties were now entirely devoted to this 
interesting child, and at that moment were 
destined to be greatly increased, by the evi- 
dent symptoms of iUness which she exhibited 
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from the day succeeding her sister's f4te. She 
had caught cold, and fever was not long in 
declaring itself; the physician unhesitatingly 
pronounced it to be scarlet fever. There was 
but one plan to be pursued: the house was 
placed in strict quarantine. The Duke, as soon 
as he was informed of it, despatched sentries to 
be placed about the premises. I, of course, 
shut myself up with the Princess, and refused 
all access to her chamber even to her father and 
sister. My son, in quality of aide-de-camp to 
the Duke (a post to which he had been lately 
nominated), came daily to our gate for intelli- 
gence of the invalid, and galloped off like 
lightning with the bulletin that I conveyed to 
him, without once permitting myself to see him. 
This I found afterwards he always carried first 
to Princess Thekla's apartments; and after- 
wards to the Duke. 

At length, after weeks of care and watching 
the disorder took a favourable turn. Fedora 
was declared convalescent, and all danger of 
contagion being ended, I felt myself at liberty to 
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go to the palace, and give the welcome intelli- 
gence in person to her father and sister. She 
herself was not as yet allowed to go out ; winter, 
or rather the cold spring of Germany being still 
in its full force, though April was begun. 

Thekla had written to me every day of her 
life during the long confinement, and separation 
from her to which I had been subjected. There 
had been no lack of communication between us, 
truly, but that fact did but the more increase my 
desire to see her, and to speak with her on many 
subjects of her correspondence. I had still her 
entire confidence: it was right, and might be 
useful, that I should continue to give her mine. 
I was also desirous to see my dear son again, it 
seemed so unnatural to hear his horse's gallop, 
and to see him so deferentially saluting me as I 
stood at my balcony each day, to catch with a 
mother's pride the momentary view of his 
graceful figure, without the power of speaking 
to my beloved child. I wanted to know how 
he liked his new duties at court, and the com- 
panions that he found there. 



120 THE ROYAL SISTERS; OR, 

I drove in, accordingly, on a fine April morn- 
ing, cold though it was, with snow still upon 
the ground, to the city residency ; and went, of 
qourse, first to the palace. I found the Duke and 
the Princess Thekla both gone out, which very 
unexpectedly gave me the power of going to my 
son's apartment in the town, knowing that it 
was a day when he was not likely to be in 
waiting. 

Conrad was at home. It was the first time 
I had ever paid him a visit at his own lodgings, 
and, of course, it was a great chance what sort 
of abode and furniture, a young Guardsman's 
domicile might offer to my sight. I was 
greatly surprised to find it arranged with a 
certain degree of elegance; not in the least 
luxurious, or betraying the frivolous gout de 
petit maitre, which not unfrequently gains 
possession of an idle young ofiScer in a small 
German residency. Arms of course there were ; 
some handsome; sabres which I knew before, 
and one or two curious oriental guns, and a pair 
of small pistols of superior manufacture — a flute 
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and some scraps of music, bore testimony to one 
of the arts, of which I knew him to be an 
admirer. Seine good prints and drawings, both 
of his own and of professional execution, orna- 
mented the walls ; but I was most attracted by 
a very graceful and well-modelled statuette of a 
young lady on horseback, which a second glance 
showed me could be meant for no other than the 
Princess Thekla. Surprised at seeing this upon 

my son's table, I exclaimed, ''Conrad, where 
did you obtain this admirable little figure? 

Surely it must be by the Dresden sculptor who 

was here, and employed by the Duke last 

autumn ?" 

" No, mother," he replied, " it is by a very 
clever artist now here, but not a Saxon.'' 

^'Are many of them made, then, and are 
they easily to be obtained here ? I wonder the 
Duke allows them to be copied. Where does he 
keep the original ?" 

Conrad laughed exceedingly at my inquiries, 
and said archly, " I believe my copy is unique 
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^— that is, it is no copy at all, but an original 
model of our lovely young Princess." 

" But, Conrad, is it with permission that you 
are possessed of this? It would be a most 
unwarrantable liberty for you to take, were you 
to employ an artist to model a statue of the 
Princess, as it were by stealth, and I could hardly 
suppose you bold enough to. request leave to 
have it made." 

"The Princess sat for this, mother," he 
answered, as if determined to try my patience. 

"My dear Conrad, do not keep me in 
suspense. You know how deeply I should feel 
anything, unintentional, that might be repre- 
sented as wanting in respect on your part, to 
Princess Thekla; nor need I say, that as my 
son — " 

" Oh, dearest mother !" he cried, " if you 
take matters so seriously, here is the whole story 
for you. — The artist is neither more nor less 
than that clever girl Melusina von Sohran, who 
is neither academician, nor professor, but one of 
the most accomplished young ladies of this or 



PICTURES OF A COURT. 123 

any other capital. She has a trae talent for 
horses and equestrian figures, as I know by her 
sketches of the Hungarian garde nobhy which 
she did at Vienna — and at least I can judge of 
a horse and a horseman. Will you not allow me 
to judge also of the merit of a horsewoman ?" 

" No question of its merit, my dear boy, nor 
of your connoisseurship, but how came it into 
your hands ? Unless these statuettes be acces- 
sible to the public, the Duke's aide-de-camp has 
no privilege to keep the Duke's daughter s 
statue on his table, either as a favour, or as a 
liberty." 

" Dear mother, how can you ? — I have told 
you all I have to tell. I pretend to no favour, 
unless it be with the fair sculptor. I trust I 
have too much good taste and respect for my 
master's daughter, to affect a privil^e which 
must be taken ill if discovered — and above all, 
my dearest mother, believe that I can see as 
plainly as you can, how much any such mistake 
on my part, must more or less directly reflect 
upon you." 
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'^ I believe you, my dear Conrad ; but beware; 
all courts, great and small, contain tale-bearers, 
exaggerators, and mischief-makers. I need not 
say what food that class of persons provide, for 
the enemies of those who chance to be in place 
or power. Those whose tastes and opinions 
coincide the most nearly with yours at one time, 
may at another do you irreparable injuiy." 

^^ I can assure you Countess Mdusina is only 
an agreeable acquamtance. I admire her talent ; 
I like her society ; but as for further intimacy, 
I keep my flirtations for others, or rather, in 
good truth, I have none at all : so pray be easy, 
dear mother, on that score.** 

'^I am rather surprised, nevertheless, that 
Countess Melusina should have selected you as 
the person to whom she should offer her pretty 
little work of art." 

^^ As to that, mother, we are at least on that 
sort of footmg in this little court, that seeing 
each other every day we acquire habitual inti- 
macy, but not familiarity. Countess Melusina 
might have bestowed it upon another, but, that 
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she thought me worthy of it And, to show 
you how friendly we are in our small circle, just 
read these two notes dear mother, thisy first y if 
you please." 

There was an air of latent mischief on his 
handsome face as he placed the two notes in my 
hand, which rather led me to expect some im- 
plied mystification, but I found nothing of the 
sort intended when I perused the first of these 
documents, which was as follows : — 

"Countess Mdusina yon Sohran, is eom<# 
manded by her Highness the Princess Thekla, to 
invite Count Brunnersdorf A. D. C. to his High- 
ness the Grand Duke, to accompany her on a 
sledge party at II o'clock to-morrow morning." 

There was nothing extraordinary in this, it 
being in the ordinary form of royal invitation, 
and sledge parties were fi*equent' at the court 
just then, as though we were already in the first 
days of April, the ground was freshly covered 
with snow and« the frost, which was severe for 
the season, had every appearance of lasting a few 
days longer." 
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But my astonishment was great when I came 
to peruse the second composition of this talented 
maid of honour. It ran thus : 

" Private and confident." 

** Illustrious Count Conrad I 

I send the statuette I have 
so long promised you and which you have so 
long desired. It is, I trust, a worthy specimen 
of the small talent you are pleased to say I pos- 
sess. At all events as a preux chevalier you 
will be grateful for the honour I confer upon you. 
My other note was official, this is to tell you 
privately that in our sledge party to morrow, I 
intend you to be my conductor, a post you will 
cleverly contrive to appropriate. Our innocent 
Lambskin Princess wiU be driven by the Heredi- 
tary Prince Bearskin now here upon his travels. 
My Honoured Motherkin of course, with His 
Highness the Duke, Her High Crustiness of 
Grieffenstein, with His Stiffneckedness von Fips, 
and if you do not drive me, I &11 into the hands 
of my Worshipful Papa, or His Serenity the 
Fiirst von Assenheim Gandershausen ; what an 
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alternative 1 Now remember, Count, {par paren- 
thise) I am to have your St. Bernard's puppy in 
return for my model of a Princess. Shall I call 
my dog that is to be, St. Bruno or St. Bernard ? 
he is a saint of a dog of course, like all his race, 
and his master besides. Now, I shall get my 
model Princess to give permission that this 
darling dog of mine shall be lodged with me in 
the south wing of the palace, he shall have his 
rations, his apartments, and be placed on the 
list of the Ducal Household. Who knows but 
that some day he may earn for himself an order^ 
a bit of ribbon, the cross of courage and fidelity 
which he will surely deserve as well as his bet- 
ters. I will undertake, with the help of faith- 
ful Bruno, of course, to keep off our dragoness 
of a duenna and all her angels. I will tell you 
another time what a fine poisson d^Avril^ I sent 
to the Griffin, and His Excellency von Fipps ; or 
ask old Malone to tell you the story. How his 
hair will stand on end ! 
" Adieu cher comte. 

" From )our benignant fairy, Melusina." 
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" P. S. Do you know I am terribly in awe 
of your august lady mother." 

That august lady mother shakes her head as 
she gives back the note, the P. S. of which 
Conrad had forgotten when he placed it in her 
hands. He laughed heartily at the fright ex- 
pressed by my countenance after reading the 
effusion of this spirited young lady; and as- 
sured me that Melusina had not a shadow of 
ill-intention in her, and that in fact she was very 
useful in throwing a little life and animation 
into a court that was sometimes in danger of 
growing dull. " She amuses me, mother, but I 
have not the least serious admiration for her." 

" Well, my dear Conrad," I replied, *' you 
must take care of yourself in what concerns 
yourself, but I must earnestly tell you that you 
ought not to keep the statuette without permis- 
sion of both the Duke and the Princess. You 
ought to return it at once to the Countess." 

''But, dear mother, the Countess, herself, 
stands in a nearer relatiop to Princess Thekla 
than I do ; it was • surely her duty to think first 
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of what she might venture to give, and having 
given it, no possible law of poUteness would 
admit of my returning it to her. I, of course, 
take it for granted that she thinks herself 
authorised to give away her works, though I do 
not say she ought not to have reflected on the 
propriety of so doing. She is much too clever 
not to have seen the difficulty, of that I am 
confident'' 

Afraid of saying too much, and of making a 
case of some delicacy worse by laying too great 
stress upon what I hoped might, if known, pass 
for an inconsiderate proceeding, but nothing 
more, on the part of my son, I dropped the 
subject. I tried to conceal the annoyance I felt' 
and proceeded to the palace, anxious to see my 
favourite charge after so long an absence. I 
found Princess Thekla at home, just returned 
from a sledge drive with her father ; she was 
looking well and blooming from the effect of 
the fresh air, and I could not bear to mention 
to her the affair of the statue, which was upper- 

VOL I. I 
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most in my thoughts, lest I should trouble such 
innocent and youthful happiness unnecessarily. 

Thekla pressed me to stay for their dinner at 
the palace, as it was easy for me to arrange my 
dress in her apartments, and the dinner hour 
was early. 

Shortly alter agreeing to this arrangement, a 
message was brought me by a page of the 
court to invite me to the rooms of the Cha- 
noinesse von Greiffenstein, that lady being 
desirous to see me on some private business 
respecting which she begged to consult me ; it 
being a subject of the highest importance al- 
though not an affair of state. 

The Princess smiled as she heard the mes- 
sage, and said to me," By all means go and hear 
what my good lady has to say." 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Dissimulation is but a faint kind of policy or wisdom ; for it 
aaketh a strong wit and a strong heart to know when to tell truth 
and to do it ; therefore, it is the weaker kind of poUticians that 
are the greatest dissemblers. — ^Lobd Baooit. 



I WAS forthwith conducted to the apartments 
of the Grand Maitresse, in another part of the 
palace, and ushered into a handsome, but formal 
salon, which accurately bespoke the character of 
its occupant. Furniture there was, but it was 
of a stately and imperial sort, which seemed to 
me the essence of discomfort. The floor was 
destitute of carpet ; one small, insufficiebt rug 
lay between a high-backed monumental sofa and 
a brightly-polished table, innocent of a book, 
print, or other faint indication of intellectual 
pursuits ; the slippery |7arywe< of many-coloured 
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woods looked chiUy, independent of the season ; 
and the three stiff chairs, of yellow silk damask, 
placed in advance of the sofa and on each side 
of the shining table, seemed made for a court of 
justice, rather than for a drawing-room. A few 
very old-fashioned bronze figures and china 
flower-pots, with nothing in them, completed 
the freezing aspect of this palace of propriety, as 
I was tempted to call it. One hard-visaged 
portrait of the King of Prussia in uniform, 
adorned the cold, pale, stuccoed wall of the 
apartment. 

The weather was cold ; yet the massive stove 
that stood in one comer of the room was but 
just lighted for my rec^tion, and^ consequently, 
raised the temperature but little above zero. 
Fortunately, I had not long to wait before the 
Cbanpinesse von Greiffenstein personally ap- 
peared to receive me, and to invite me, in the 
most ceremonious manner possible, into h^ 
inner retreat — a little, low boudoir, as hot and 
close in atmosphere, and as stuffed with 6dredons 
and cushions as the salon had been bare and 
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oomfordeaa. The lady was. not alone. The 
Hof-Marschall von Upps, a pompous old gentle- 
man in a big wig, taking quantities of snuff, was 
there before me. I saw evidently that something 
more than eommoii was preparing. His Escel* 
lenc^ was an dd acquaintance of mine at court, 
where he had at one time rather persecuted me 
with his heavy attentions and formally cere- 
monious politeiiess ^ his appearance, at present, 
was rather that of a ruffled turicey-codc than of 
a digmtaiy of the ducal household. 'Hie Cha- 
ooinesse, also, seemed to have a look, as well a 
coiffure, specially put on for the occasion. I 
b^n to wonder what ail this could tend to. 
At length, after many tender inquiries after my 
health and that of my young charge, the Princess 
Fedora, and much complimentary language 
towards myself, the important subject was 
opened. 

*^ Madame la Comtesse will kindly pardon the 
trouUe we have given her, in ai^ng her to pass 
a few minutes in my .partment;" «rid the 
Ghanoinesse with a sour smSe peculiar to the 
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GreifFenstein family. ** His excellency the Hof- 
Marschall has been giving me his advicci and 
and we both think that nothing less than an 
appeal in form to the high justice which distin- 
guishes our august Sovereign can setde the 
greivances under which we labour." 

''His Highness, the Duke/' interposed the 
Hof-Marschall, "will, assuredly, never permit 
the continuance of a revolutionary system, within 
the precincts of his court — ^a court which I am 
proud to say has never, since I had the honour 
to regulate the daily march of its proceedings, 
been known to tolerate the slightest deviation 
from established custom." 

" And now," broke in the Chanoinesse, with 

increased warmth, '' not only the court but the 
country will be subverted by the introduction of 

Jacobinical principles." 

" Which, horrible to say, madame, are brought 
into our respectable circle for the first time, now, 
by a lady — a young lady— the would-be model 
of education and accomplishments." 

'' Out upon modem education I Excellency, 
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you know that in our time propriety — the true 
propriety of form — was the very essence of 
court manners, while now, sir, the court is in 
the street, or little better." 

'* Yes, Madame la Chanoinesse," (with what 
might almost be termed a tender smile) ** you 
always knew what propriety vxu^ and till these 
new-fangled notions came in, our ducal court 
was in this respect a model to the empire.*' 

A long pinch of snuff here effected a pause, 
which allowed me to ask what portentous event 
had happened to disturb the serenity of the 
ducal court, and of these two high personages 
in particular. 

** A thousand pardons, madame,'' said Herr 
von Kpps, " if we have been carried away by 
our feelings 1" (Here he gave another agitated 
glance at the drooping Chanoinesse). ''We 
know too well the high and decorous character 
of Countess Bnmnorsdorf not to feel sure of her 
participating in our griefs. All the court have 
seen, madame, and in their hearts have applauded 
the distance which your sense of decorum — ^ac- 
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cording to our ideas—those of the good old 
school to which we all belong,— has marked 
between yourself and the fiimily of a certain 
lady hum . . • • • too hospitably re- 
ceived by our ducal court. Madame la Cha- 
noinesse and I have sharp eyes, and we see that 
unbridled licence, Jacobinical and republioan 
tendencies may be introduced under the doak of 
an imperial court lady, as well as by the (fema* 
gogues of France,." 

*' They are but the more insidious, the more 
wicked," screamed the Chanoinesse, *^ and worse 
than all, 'tis a youqg lady whose seductions are 
about to corrupt all the young, and to insult 
and vilify the old and respectable persons of this 
court." 

I could now guess pretty wdl whither all this 
tirade was leading, and, bdng rather impatient 
to arrive at the (UrKmement^ I exclaimed, ^'Phty, 
madame, where has anything gone wrong ? If 
I can do any good in atteinpting to accommodate 
matters, you may depend upon my efforts being 
at your service," 
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" Well, Countess/' replied the Chanoinesse, 
** I need not tell you how different the young 
lady is from her mother in some things. We 
say, in our beautiful langui^e, '' Stilte wasser 
sind tief! ' and such may be the case with the 
experienced and artful Countess von Sohran, but 
her dai]^hter is anytUng but deep, her proceed- 
ings are all on the sur&ce. I never saw such 
eflfrontery !** 

"True," rejoined the Hof-Marschall, "but 
the proof that both are acting in concert is, that 
(fifferent as they are in manners and in action, the 
mother never blames the daughter for her un- 
scrupulous conduct, and the daughter professes 
implicit obedience to her mother : so between 
two contradictions one positive purpose must 
exist, and Coimtess the daughter, and Countess 
the mother, are playing a deep and well connected 
game, depend on it. It is right that you should 
also be made acquamted with the fact that 
Mademoiselle Melusina has the air of distin- 
guishing your son, Countess, as she did Count 
Pavloffy the Russian, when she first came. It 
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will all end in the same way — ^it will be a catch, 
or a jilt, as the humour takes her." 

The Hof-Marschall looked curiously at roe 
after delivering this delicate hint, and then 
solaced himself with an unusually long pinch of 
snuff; not discovering in my countenance the 
alarm he evidently wished to excite, for I was 
now thoroughly on my guard, as I more clearly 
divined the end of this long preamble. 

A pause ensued, only broken by the ticking 
of a laige Dutch dock in one corner of the 
apartment; I waited with some degree of im- 
patience for what was to ensue; the silence was 
at length broken by the Chanoinesse, who said, 
in her most awful and formal manner, *^ Now, 
Frau von Brunnersdorf, we, that is his Excel- 
lency the Hof Marschall and I, have a tale to 
unfold that is too horrible for the times we 
live in, a sign of absolute revolution in our quiet 
and admirably governed duchy. — Allow, me, 
your excellency," — seeing that Fips was about to 
speak — ^^ to explain to madame, our friend, the 
heinousness of the court scandal that has been 
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imposed upon us; yes, Herr von Fips, I am 
angry, and be sure I will not spare the author 
of this insult.'* 

Thus saying she placed in my hands two 
letters, written, as it appeared to me in the stiff 
and well-know characters of her own hand- 
writing and that of the exemplary court cham- 
berlain, by her side ; the countenances of the two, 
as I perused the following correspondence, formed 
so ludicrous a commentary on its contents, that 
I had much difficulty in preserving my own, so 
as not to betray the strong inclination I felt to 
laugh at the absurdity of the trick that had 
been played off upon these two worthy persons, 
although feeling at the same time strongly, the 
extreme indelicacy and unwarrantable imperti- 
nence of the conduct of Madamoiselle von 
Sohran; if, indeed, she were the real culprit 

The first of these documents, purporting to 
be fi*om the Hof-MarschaU himself, and in 
which his crabbed handwriting and pompous 
style were closely imitated, was as follows, — ^it 
was addressed 
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^ To the UlustrioiiB and Higfa-boni Lady and 
Countess ClotiMe Ermengarde Bertha yon 
Grieffenstein, Chanoinesse of the Order ol 
Noble Dames id Kloster Mtunpeldorf, &c.. 

And contained as follows— 

^ High Wdl-bom Countess, 

^Tlie exalted rank of which your brOliant 
merits of aU Idnds hare elevated you in the 
Serene Ducal Court, although only equal to the 
hereditary deserts of tixe Noble Courdy Family, 
which lias had the pnmdential happiness of 
seeing you bom within its ancient and respected 
drde, would strike a common admirer dumb 
ere he could summon boldness to prefer his 
suit But listen. Noble Lady I to tiie TOtoe of 
truth and humble devotion to your charms, 
with which I, the most sincere of the many 
adorers who surround you in this Serene Ducal 
Resid^icy, now yenture to approach you ; while 
with palpitating heart I soHdt the honour of 
your prioress hand in lawful matrimony. 

" Deign, illustrious Countess, to vouchsafe a 
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favorable hearing to the long suppresed prayer 
of my heart ! Look kindly on the flame which 
I, with Cupid's help, have ao long nurtured in a 
respectful sSence I Consider the years during 
which we have served faithfully side by side our 
beneficent. Serene, Ducal Master ! For, indeed, 
just so long has the tenderest sentiment of a 
deep and poetiGaIly*wounded heart been turned, 
like the magnet, towards the meridian point of 
attraction which bounteous Nature has been 
graciously pleased to constitute and appoint in 
your own distinguished person. 

** Therefore, and finally, words themselves 
foiling to express the contending emotions of my 
passion, I have the honour to subscribe myself, 

** Madame la Comtesse, 
" Of your Ladyship, 
^' The most humble, devoted and 
obedient Servant, 
'' Gotdob Gottlieb Wolfgang Friedrich 
Maximimilian Ferdinand. 
" Freiherr von Fipps zu Fippsenstein." 
&c., &c., &C. 
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The other epistle which seemed to me an 
eicact reproduction of the Chanoinesse's weD* 
known hieroglyphics was directed 
'* To his ExceUency the High and nobly-born 
Baron G, G. W. F. M. F. von Fipps zu Fipp- 
senstein, Hof-Marschall of the Serene Ducal 
Court of X— — , Grand Cross of the House 
Order, and Knight of many other Orders 
besides that of Merit/' &c., &c., &c. 
It ran thus — 
" Ezcellencyy 

*^The modesty naturally accompanying the 
female heart — especially that of the ladies of the 
fiimily to which I have the honour to belong, 
distinguished for ages for that quality — almost 
takes away my breath when I think of answering 
your Excellency's romantic and chivalrous pro- 
posal. Truly, I blush with excited humility 
when I think of the years of painful suspense 
which the heart of a high-bred gentleman, like 
yourself, must have endured during .... I 
will not reckon up the time .... that we 
have had the honor to serve the same gracious 



^-i 
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and magnanimous Serene Ducal Master. Fully 
conscious of the place Divine Providence has 
fitted me to occupy ; bom of a courtly house, 
and allied to high nobility, I feel that it is neces- 
sary to the dignity of my blood to seek a suitable 
union among the courts of Germany. It is, 
therefore, with a due sense of the honour of your 
Excellency's most flattering overtures that I for- 
mally do accept the handsome proposals of 
matrimony now made to me by you ; knowing 
well your descent from the Ober Hof Kammer 
Junker of the famous Emperor Conrad, as well 
I do my own (which my blessed parents always 
with care impressed upon me), from the illus- 
trious Ermengilda, first Hofdame of the Empress 
Mary of Burgundy. 

** Feeling satisfied, therefore, that the blood 
of our two noble houses may conveniently, after 
all the laws of Honour, and of the Imperial rules 
of Blazon and Genealogy, be matrimonially 
united. 

" With renewed gratitude for your Excellency's 
compliments, with such court propriety expresed 
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'' I remain, with sentiments of the highest esteem 

Of your Excellency, 
" The very humble and obedient servant, 
^* Clotilde Hermengarde Bertha.*' 
&c., &c., &c. 

There was a solemn pause when I had finished 
the perusal of these letters — I, not knowing 
what to say, and desperately afraid of saying any 
thing, prudently kept silence. I confess 1 should 
have enjoyed a hearty laugh at the moment more 
than anything else that then occurred to me ; 
but I restrained myself, and I trust my coun- 
tenance gave no indication of my risible 
inclinations. It was at length broken by the 
Chanoinesse; who, addressing me with an air of 
injured dignity, said — 

"Now, Countess, when we received these 
insults — which we did simultaneously on the 
same day ; I may say, at the same moment*— his 
Excellency and I, feDow servants of this ducal 
crown, as we are since forty years, friends — with 
small exceptions — during the whole of that time : 
by a spontaneous movement of our sense of 
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propriety, devising the cheat imposed upon us, 
immediately shewed our letters, one to the other. 
After a burst of wounded sensibility, we con- 
sidered whether our honour was intact. Thank 
heaven ! we decided, after an inmost weighing 
of our heartfelt injuries, (our beautiful German 
language is alone capable of expressing worthily 
such deep feelings as we experienced), that honour 
at least, was safe ; but that we were both equally 
simultaneously, and 'flagrantly insulted. Herr 
yon Fipps, having chivalrously undertaken my 
defence against all comers, I placed the affair 
with confidence in his hands.*' 

The Hof-Marschall who had been dying to 
put in a word, burst forth with, 

"Yes, Frau von Brunnersdorf, I knew how 
to proceed. My knowledge of courts and of 
the world enabled me to detect the offender. 
My early and trusty fiiend the Ober Post 
director von Aulendorf, to whom I shewed these 
scandalous productions, instantly said, " I know 
the culprit." I pressed him to explain. He 
continued, " a young lady about the court, who 

VOL. I. K 
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gives herself unbouDded licence in affairs she 
connders trifles, though we know them to be 
concerns of state, has lately, to my certain 
knowledge, written to a gossiping friend at 
Vienna, like herself, an account of some 
ridiculous mystifications, which can be no other 
than this poissan (TavrU. I will not say who, 
nor how I know it." 

'^ We both exclaimed — ^Melusina I " inter- 
rupted [the Chanoinesse, ** and lost no time in 
laying our complaints before his Highness our 
august master. Alas ! alas 1 it is hard to get 
redress in a high quarter: certain influences 
connected with the traitorous inditer of the 
atrocious documents prevailed against us. Alas ! 
alas I You think with us, madame; your 
honourable mind must feel for this insolence to 
high nobility.,' 

" Excellency — Herr Ritter von Malone." 
This announcement, which had been given hy a 
court page, who had knocked at the door in 
vain during the animated harangue of the Hof- 
Marschall, acted as a sudden sedative to the 
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inflammatory symptoms beginning to manifest 
themselves, in the countenances both of his lady 
friend and himself. It was lucky. I knew not 
how far they might go; or worse, how long 
they might preach; and I was tired as well as 
annoyed at all I had heard. I, therefore, rose to 
take my leave, but I was not to escape as easily 
as I had imagined. 

Mr. Malone, after making a circular bow to 
the company, or to the room, for the company 
were but three persons, approached the Cha- 
noinesse with that humility so well known in 
courts, by which the inward greatness of the 
individual who humbleth himself, is clearly seen 
to be in his own conceit, superior to that of the 
demigod before whom he bows. An Irish 
gentleman of good family, and once of good 
fortune, he had, like so many others, found 
himself obliged, when past the middle age, to 
begin his travels anew. He might have done 
well in his own sphere, but he had the common 
mania of trying to appear a greater man than he 
was — with the usual success. 



148 THE ROYAL SISTERS; OR, 

Having taken the trouble to learn the Court 
Almanac by heart, he knew all titles and ranks, 
both civil and military, better than the Hof- 
Marschall himself, who often applied to him to 
assist his memory. He could tell the officers on 
what days they were to wear their orders, their full 
dress, or undress uniforms— he knew the birthdays 
of all the reigning houses in the neighboiu-hood, 
and the f^te days of all the ladies of the court. 
Nobody ever found him at fault in the Almanac 
de Gotha and he assumed, whenever an 
English traveller of distinction appeared at X — 
the post and character of his cicerone or shadow. 
As we were not great enough to have a very 
numerous corps diplomatique resident at X — 9 
he made himself undoubtedly useful on these 
occasions, and was supremely happy when he 
heard the Duke had said, on one occasion, 

" Really, if we were to receive the compliment 
of an English minister being appointed — my 
sixteenth cousin the King of England could 
accredit no nobleman more agreeable to me than 
Herr Ritter von Malone." 
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As it was, he made himself at home at all the 

card-tables, and all the tea-tables of X he 

was the confidant of more than one fine lady, 
and was supposed to have made up an advan- 
tageous match between a young lady and a 
Prussian Count which entitled him to the ever- 
lasting gratitude of both their families. Such 
was Mr. Cornelius Malone, or the knight of 
Malone, as he chose to style himself. To say 
that he was ignorant of his own advantages, 
natural or acquired, would not be strictly tru^— 
nor would such an assertion be believed by 
anyone who had enjoyed ten minutes of his 
society. Truly, he knew his own good qualities, 
to the full, but he rather carelessly allowed others 
to see that he knew them. With these charater- 
istics, and an inexhaustible fund of good- 
humour and conversation, with a fluency in 
foreign languages not common at that period 
among his countrymen, Mr. Malone had always 
abundant to say to every one he met, whether 
that fortunate person chanced to have time to 
listen to him or not. 
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You may imagine, then, that the announce- 
ment of this gentleman's visit was the signal fat 
my departure. I really had time for no more : 
I had heard enough to make me long to be 
alone, that I might reflect on what steps to take 
both towards Princess Thekla, and towards my 
son. I determined at once to return to her 
apartments, and to speak my opinion to that 
ingenuous and unspoilt mind ; on whose earnest 
desire to do right, I knew I could rely. 

As I passed Mr. Malone, to move towards 
the door, he made me the profound obeisance 
which I felt was due to his idea of my high 
favour at court ; but which, I also feared, might 
portend an oration by the way. With his never- 
failing politeness, he seized the handle of the 
door : leaving it, thereby, in his power^ to 
facilitate or delay my exit. 

^' HeJ- Highness, the Princess, is perfectly well 
I trust, madame?" said he. 

" Perfectly so, sir," I replied ; " and I am on 
my way to her apartments at this moment." 

This, of course, secured my free departure ; 
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with another low bow, aflar the manDer of the 
vielle caur^ the high-bred gentleman closed the 
door after me ; and I was quite happy to leave 
him to gossip with the old courtiers, and to listen 
to their grievances and exaggerations. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



It haa been said the greatest art is to hide art ; bat yott 
have a much better instrument towards persuasion, ihe having 
nothing to conceal : for truth is as oertamly the greatest eloq^uenoe 
as honesty is the best policy. — Snt Bichabd Stbblh. 



I HASTENED to Thekla, determined to have a 
few words confidentially with her before joining 
the ducal dinner-party. 

Finding her alone, I told her all I had heard 
of Melusina's behaviour, and the disagreeable 
impression it had made, and begged her to use 
the utmost caution in trusting that independent 
young lady, with anything of importance. 

Thekla assured me that there never was 
anything of importance that fell in the way of 
her daily communications with MadUe. von 
Sohran. 
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" We never, never talk politics, and Melusina 
has a perfect horror of anything that can be 
called business, whether public or private." 

" I did not mean to speak of importance in 
affairs — but you must know that, placed as you 
are in this court, though it be not a great onoi 
many little trifles have, at least a temporary im- 
portance, and sometimes more, from their connec- 
tion with you, or your household/' 

"Ah, dear mother," she playfully replied, 
" you have heard something of me, or Melusina^ 
that makes you speak thus — ^we both, perhaps^ 
deserve a few of you good counsels, I for one 
beg and entreat to hear them.'* 

''Dear Thekla, you are always a patient, 
reflecting child, you are one who can receive 
counsel, which is not always the case with 
grown up children — even with those who have 
been docile enough when young — I Juive heard 
something, and it is only necessary for me to 
allude to the nature of it, to convince you how 
grieved I am that such an occurrence should have 
taken place in this court. The Hof-Marschall 
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whom I met a few minutes ago in Mme. de 
Greiffenstem's apartments ** 

Here I was interrupted by Thekla's hearty 
and cheerful laugh, as she exclaimed. 

'* Oh, DOW I understand it all ; my good 
Argus-eyed guardian has been tdling you of a 
very innocent trick played on her by that wild, 
giddy Melusina on the day when even the wise 
are allowed to be foolish, and the foolish cei^- 
tainly do not become wise. That gay, high-^ 
spirited girl diverts me so with her imagination, 
she is so good in the main, and would not hurt 
a mouse, much less a Hof^-Dame of our ducal 
court. I assure you there was no ill-will in it, 
nor had I anything to say to it. I did not know 
it until it was too late to prevent it, unluckily. I 
oouM not, of course, encourage a trick of any 
sort ; but I own I could not prevent a good laugh 
when I heard of its success, and there, I know I 
was to blame— that is — when Melusina told me 
of what she had already done." 

" But, my dear child, you, who are capaUe 
of reflection, whatever that young lady may be, 
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ought to take care how you indispose your 
father's old friends and servitors to the new and 
young, who form your own entourage. You 
will not be thought to descend to such pranks ; 
but whatever emanates from this wmg of the 
Schloss will, by an injustice common between 
the people and the court, be sooner or later 
connected with your name, and visited on your 
duuracter. I could almost caQ it a salutary in- 
justice: for the fear of it tends, more than 
anything else, to keep Princes within bounds in 

their pleasantries and amusements. Alas I in 
these times, how many Kings and Princes do we 
see punished for faults not their own I" 

" Indeed, indeed, I allow it was most foolish," 
repUed Thekla, thoughtfully; but it was only 
the fun of a young girl : and knowing that, it is 
difficult for me to say anything to her in 
reproof/* 

"She is, however, quite dever enough to 
require but the smallest hint that such fim is 
only permitted betwera girls and girlsu I 
acknowledge her talents, but I give her credit 
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for that of being capable to act steadily when 
she jdeaseSy in addition to all the others she may 
be endowed with/* 

" Well) dear mother^ I see I must express my 
displeasure — no, not that — my disapproval — ^if 
that is enough/' 

'^ I will save you the trouble, if you like me to 
speak to MUe. von Sohran, myself. I can do 
it, I think, in a way not to offend her ; and, 
perhaps, my experience may, tacitly, go further 
than yours.'* 

My good, amiable Thekla, who in truth, 
hardly strong enough in nerve or authority to 
enforce what must have been rather an unwel- 
come expression of opinion upon one so much 
more ready, and used to reply as Melusina ; was 
only too happy to refer the unpleasant duty to 
iner— saying, 

" I am so thankful for your kind thought 

your authority will have most weight." 

Mile, von Sohran was summoned. After a 
few words spoken kindly enough, to show her 1 
did not come for the mere pleasure of finding 
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fruit, I opened the subject by saying, that I had 
been concerned at hearing from the two chief 
persons of the Court, how severely they had 
felt, at their age, the " inconvenience '* of a 
mauvaise plaisanterie that had been played off 
upon them : of the source of which they were but 
too well aware. I said " that however innocent 
such jokes might be, they were only fit for, 
because only enjoyed by, the young ; and that 
the precedence of age, always a title to respect, 
was in this case even more deeply wounded than 
that of rank. The Duke,'* I said, " would cer- 
tainly be particularly annoyed at its having 
proceeded from this wing of the palace ; as he 
had thought his old servants had been thoroughly 
respected here, if oidy from old remembrances, 
and for the sake of the kind attention to his 
daughter as a child ; in which, whatever their 
peculiarities, they had never been remiss." 

Thinking it best to say nothing now to Mile, 
von Sohran about the statuette, I paused for a 
reply. Greatly to my surprise, the young lady, 
who had listened to me throughout with the 
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most respectful attention, seemed much affected 
by the reproofs I had felt it incumbent upon me 
to administer. Among other things, I had dwelt 
upon the necessity there was for a girl in her 
position to maintain a character for steadiness, 
if not reserve, in her relations with the elder 
personages of the court, because as her future 
life would in all probability be more or less con- 
nected with it, these little freaks might be 
remembered — and greatly to her own disadvan- 
tage — when she herself would have forgotten 
them. This last argument of mine seemed to 
strike her sensibly — and she said very naturally, 
while scarcely restraining her tears — 

" My mother would have said the same thing 
.... and, indeed, I thank you, madame, for 
having spoken to me so kindly." 

I was not sorry to find that I had, in some 
degree, touched the chord to which her heart 
might be supposed to respond, namely, the Aiture 
prospects of herself and her ambitious mother : 
and I felt sure by her mention of that lady, that 
it was just a case which would have fallen under 
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her severe reprehension from interested motives 
if no other. Perhaps, Countess von Sohran's 
reproofs, when roused on a question of that 
nature, might have been less gentle than mine. 
I was really touched when Mile, von Sohran 
offered to go immediately and make a frmk and 
ample apology to the Chanoinesse, for the levity 
of which she had been so inconsiderately guilty 
towards her, and warmly encouraged her in her 
intention. Thekla, who had been unavoidably 
a listener to what had passed, and who had 
nearly betrayed some emotion when her friend's 
countenance gave way, now threw herself upon 
Melusina's neck, and kissing her, said, " go my 
dear, and do it at once, it is always better and 
handsomer to make the amende honorable as 
quickly and as generously as possible after the 
offence.'' 

Mile, von Sohran left the room, and Thekla, 
turning to me, said — 

'^ Melusina is so good, she is of such a noble 
nature thas I have never any doubt of her re- 
covering herself from any little mancanza of 
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this kind. But if the moment passes, it is 
difficult to bring ber back to her first inclination 
towards humiKty." 

I could not help smiling at this sort of humi-> 
lity, and said — 

** I see you know her well, and you are right 
in persuading her to apologize while the humble 
fit is on her.'* 

*^ Indeed, Melusina has the best nature in 
the world ; it is true she has almost too much 
of wit and imagination. The formalities of a 
court, which I am continually telling her are 
necessary, are most irksome to her, and she is 
too franche to conceal it. Hence the horror of 
the Chanoinesse, and the Hof-Marschall, and so 
many others of their rank and standing; but 
in this case I admit that she was wrong, quite 
wrong." 

I made no observation, either of assent or 
dissent, to these opinions. Thinking, howevet, 
that as we were alone, it might be a good op- 
portunity to speak to the Princess upon the 
subject of the statuette, which concerned her 
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much more nearly than the freaks we had been 
discussing, I resumed, 

" My dear, there is one more subject that 
troubles me, and upon which I must speak to 
you. I may ask you, I am sure — did you allow 
MUe. de Sohran to model a little figure of your- 
self on horseback ? ** 

" Yes, certainly ; Melusina is so clever at that. 
She has learnt academical drawing so thoroughly, 
under a professor at Vienna, and never loses an 
opportunity of copying any good piece of sculp- 
ture she sees, that she has taken it into her head 
to model original figures, and I think, succeeds. 
She has made me much too good a horsewoman, 
and given me a seat, and air on horseback that 
I fear I do not possess. If it were any one else, 
oh, how I would praise it to all the world ! *' 

" But, dearest Thekla," I added seriously, ** it 
must of course, be intended only for yourself, or 
for your father '* 

"Ah, by the bye, how did you see it? I 
forgot to ask you that question. You have not 
been in Melusina's room. It is her*s." 

VOL. I. L 
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'' Did you, my dear, give permission that it 
should be made a present of to a young man, an 
aide-de-camp of the Duke — in a word,'^ said I 
hastily, wishing to put an end to the evident pain 
and surprise I saw gathering on her sweet coun- 
tenance, ** to Conrad ?" 

Poor Thekla blushed scarlet, and assured me 
she never could have supposed Melusina's im- 
prudence would go that length. She wept with 
mixed feelings, and hid her face in her hands. 

'^ But, dear mother, how fortunate, it is no 
other than Conrad. I see how wrong it is. He 
will not shew it : he will give it up if we ask 
him." 

"You are right, my dear child," I replied, 

with heartfelt satisfaction, ''you do justice to 
the delicate and honourable nature of my son, 

who would never allow his respect for the reign- 
ing family to be questioned with regard to such 
a circumstance. Conrad will do what propriety 
requires of him — and in the present case his 
duty to me, as well as his fear of offending you 
will ensure the restitution of the statue." 
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" Melusina shall require it of him ; it is right 
that she should be the instrument by which her 
own imprudence is to be rectified, even though 
Conrad may be aware of your opinion on the 
subject." 

Thekla was so much distressed at this new 
instance of her companion's indiscretion, that I 
did not say all that I might have done on the 
occasion. I cautioned her, however, against 
allowing any one to usurp, as it were, so much 
of her confidence as to act in her stead, if not in 
her name; since it was clear that no. one was 
stricdy entitled to give away a likeness of the 
Princess but with her permission. 

She became more tranquillized as I convinced 
|ier that this could be arranged very quietly, 
without the public either inside or outside 
the palace being the wiser for it. And on 
reflection, I thought that unless we found the 
circumstance had got wind, it was not necessary 
to trouble the Duke upon the subject, as it 
might be difficult to explain to him, and might 
prejudice him against individuals. 
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The Princess was suddenly warned by her 
attendants that the Duke's dinner-hour was 
approaching ; and a short time afterwards I ac- 
companied her, followed by Mademoiselle de 
Sohran to the grand saloon. I need not des- 
cribe to you, minutely, a court dinner. Though 
not numerous, the company included some 
foreigners of distinction, who had lately arrived 
at X—, Of these. Prince Peter of R — was 
the highest in rank, and had the honour of con- 
ducting the Princess to table, and of course sat 
next her. He was accompanied by a chamber* 
lain and an aid-de-camp ; both rather stiff, but 
well bred. Count B — , the Austrian ambas- 
sador at one of the neighbouring courts ; Baron 
T — , a Prussian general, on a military tourj^ 
the Marqtiis de Foix and his wife, French 
emigris of good family, and the usual court 
<)ircle filled the table. 

The Duke received me not only graciously, but 
cordially, and thanked his daughter for the good 
thought she had in bringing me. As no diplo- 
matic lady was. present, his Highness did me the 
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honour to place me by his side. Countess von 
Sohran bestowed on me a most polished, but 
hypocritical curt'sey, accompanied by a smile, to 
which a consummate actress alone could do 
justice. Her daughter sat silent, and out of spirits; 
a deportment so unusual with her, that even the 
Duke observed it to her mother. The Cha- 
noinesse von Greiffenstein and the Hof-Marschall 
who were present in their official capacity, 
exchanged sundry glances, which I was at no 
difficulty to explain. 

I must not omit to mention one person whose 
presence — ^for 1 saw him for the first time— • 
made a wonderful impression on me. This was 
M* de Favloff, the secretary to the Russian 

Embassy at , who had come as a traveller, 

strongly recommended by his court. 

I was from the first moment deeply struck by 
something uncommon in his appearance, and 
still more so by the spontaneous request he made 
to be introduced to me through the medium of 
the Hof-Marschall von Fipps. He was not very 
;young, apparently ; and if uninterested persons 
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said he was Dot good-looking, I could not con^ 
tradict it ; but there was an expression of talent 
and of originsjity of character about him that 
was not to be mistaken^ or denied. I never saw 
a countenance which gave such an expression of 
power and depth of thought as this man — his 
conversation was varied, but reserved; he an- 
swered the num^ous questions of the Duke (who 
appeared like all one around him, under the 
irresistible influence of this attraction), with a 
happy mixture of respect and ease, replying 
directly to the point ; but not abstaining from 
adding a few words of illustration or explanation, 
whenever the subject, led to it. 

The Duke, who was naturally interested upon 
foreign topics, was evidently pleased at the 
agreeable manner in which he conveyed informa- 
tion, and drew from him some very interesting 
anecdotes respecting the countries in which he 
had served during a considerable number of 
years. When I had leisure to talk to him, I 
found that, in addition to his pleasing manners, 
he had great depth and thoughtfulness of mind ; 
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he seemed naturally to speak but little, and to 
have less of the superficial gaiety of the Russian 
than any one I had ever met with, I felt in- 
clined to force him to converse, if it were only 
to hear the very singularly pleasing tones of his 
voice ; which reminded me, though distantly, of 
the Sdavonian accent of my native province — 
unheard by me for long, long years, not yet 
forgotten. 

Not wishing to ask him any questions that 
might appear inquisitive before such a company 
as were assembled in the ducal salon, I invited 
him to pay me a morning visit at Brunnersdorf ; 
a thing so very unusual with me that, I am sure 
if any of the gossips or newsmongers of the 
court overheard it, I must have afforded food for 
endless wonder and conjecture in the camarilla 
(for such a thing there was) of X — • 

Monsieur de Pavloff accepted my invitation 
wkh more eagerness than he had exhibited upon 
any subject ; and his manner convinced me, that 
like many of the Russians, he was a man of 
natural feeling and cultivated mind, who. was 
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positively in want of a kindred spirit to whom 
he might confide his thoughts. For the conse- 
quence of their detestable social tyranny, is such 
as to preclude the honest confidence of man in 
mai^ and to induce them to entrust to a stranger 
the reflections or opinions which they fear to 
reveal to one another. I knew also, that they 
dislike being questioned in public about their 
province, their friends or family connections. In 
short, I asked him to Brunnersdorf — . 

I was so unaccountably fascinated by this 
stranger, that when the Duke after dinner came 
round the circle, as usual, to address a few words 
to all the ladies present, I could not help saying 
to his Highness, ^' I find, sire, that the Russian 
secretary who has been so strongly recommended 
to your court and to the society of your resi- 
dency, is a very superior person, and one with 
whom I shall like my son to make acquaintance." 

** Yes, madam," he replied, " Count Conrad 
will do well to cultivate his friendship ; he has 
just that agreeable versatility of talent and ac- 
complishment which your good husband — my 
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friend," he added, ^* Count Brunnersdorf used 
to say our German employes were in want of, 
even when possessed of far more solid qualities. 
But from all I have heard, this Russian is as 
deeply informed and as learned as he is amiable 
in manner, and accomplished in art and science/' 

'^ That union of qualities, sire, is the work 
neither of art nor nature alone : both must combine 
to produce such a satisfactory result. That is 
what I endeavour to effect with the Princess Fe- 
dora, who, though a child of singular promise of 
talent, will read, and learn, and study with great 
application for a time, but afterwards plunges 
into a gaiety, a flood of high spirits, an indispo- 
sition to all restraint, or steady assiduity in her 
studies, which are even more childish than what 
her age permits* I look to the future, and try 
to impress upon her, that a combination of solid 
and brilliant qualities is far more useful than the 
fitful alternation of two, as it were, opposite 
natures, which expose the possessor to be for 
ever misunderstood." 

"I perfectly agree with you madam,' — here 
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the Duke's attention was caught by an uneasy 
look from Princess Thekla, who had been listen- 
ing for some time to the whispered compliments 
of Prince Peter ; a circumstance which did not 
altogether please me. I conceived him to be a 
dissipated man of the world ; very likely to be 
attracted by Thekla's fresh and almost childish 
beauty, and too good a mateh to be refused by 
the Duke^ whatever his daughter might think of 
it. I shuddered as I thought of such a pos- 
sibility. 

His manner, except to the Duke and Thekla, 
was proud and supercilious ; and he gave me no 
nearer opportunity to form an opinion of him. 

The gentlemen of his suite were very much 
like him — as it seemed to me, covered with 
decorations, and apparently much more convinced 
of their own consequence than of the expediency 
of making themselves agreeable to the company 
among whom they were placed. 

At last the evening of this very long day ap- 
proached; and, though we had dined by daylight, 
the blaze of the lighted candelabras in the gallery 
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and corridors told me that the hour of departure 
was come. The Duke handed me to the car* 
riage himself, and in vnshing me good night, 
said, with great kindness^ ^^ I hope, Madame de 
Brunnersdorf, your son is not much indisposed. 
I am sorry he could not come to dinner to-day, 
as I wished him to have met you, and sent to 
him as soon as Thekla informed me she had 
engaged you to stay to dinner with us.*' 

I was taken by surprise— having heard nothing 
of Conrad's indisposition in the morning — ^but 
fortunately evaded giving a direct answer, by 
redoubling my thanks to the Duke for this mark 
of his condescension, and I might add, of his 
consideration for myself. 

Full of the most various thoughts and re- 
flections, I fdU into a reverie, which lasted the 
whole of my dark drive of one hour to my quiet 
home of Brunnersdorf. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



'' There is a greater reverence had of things remote, or strange 
. to us, than of much better, if they bee nearer, and fall under our 
sense. Men, and ahnost all sort of creatures, have their reputa- 
tion b J distance. Bivers, the further thej nmne, and more from 
their spring, the broader thej are, and sn^eater. And where our 
originall is knowne, we are ike less confident : among strangers, 
we trust fortune." Ben Johnson. 



It is singular how much more wearing is 
mentalthan bodQy exertion, to those whose occu- 
pations are of a nature to accustom them to the 
one, while they seldom experience the other, 
any Since Thekla's establishment, I had never 
had doubts respecting her welfare, although my 
thoughts were often engaged in speculating upon 
her future prospects; and Fedora's liveliness 
and activity, while they gave me much healthy 
employment, never were the cause of any serioiis 
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anxiety. But the fatigue of that day at court, 
the stretch of attention which I had been com- 
pelled to exert in listening to so much that was 
both new and unwelcome to me ; the constraint 
I was under to prevent so many observers from 
remarking the emotion which I painfully concealed 
— all this, in addition to the stiff formality of a 
court dinner, and coiurt society, from which I had 
so long absented myself, nearly threw me into a 
fever, and I passed a sleepless night in a state 
of care to which I had long been a stranger. 

With morning light came reflection, that did 
not tend to improve my disposition of mind. I 
thought of my dear Thekla's difficult and dan- 
gerous position, surrounded by vapid or hollow 

courtiers, interested companions, and with no 
friend immediatelv at hand to tender a word of 

advice, when likely to be so much needed. 

The levity and uncertain character of Melusina ; 

her evident address and power of dissimulation ; 

her designing mother, and alas I too careless 

father, formed, with the pompous autOTMXta that 

compose a German court, but an unsafe entourage 
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for a young Princess, so simple and inexperienced 
asThekla. 

I was also by no means satisfied as to the 
game Conrad was to play, or rather to be made to 
play, in the hands of the ladies of Sohran. I sus- 
pected Melusina^s game was this — to keep Con- 
rad in her power, to captivate or reject as she 
might hereafter determine ; to engage him at the 
same time in a sort of chivalrous, yet, as I thought, 
too familiar style of devotion to the Princess, while 
he was to be, in reality, Melusina's slave — and by 
playing off both, to gain her own ends, whatever 
they might exactly be, by thus securing a powerful 
interest in the ducal family. I was not cont^it to 
see either Thekla or Conrad in such intriguing 
hands. And lastly, although I could not but des- 
pise the emptiness of the old lace and buckram 
Hof-Dame, and her worthy compeer, the Hof- 
Marschall, yet they had thrown out enough of 
hints to make me feel, what I had well-nigh 
happily forgotten, the malice of a second-rate 
court. On trying to emancipate myself from 
these disagreeable thoughts, I could fix my mind 
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on nothing pleasing save the amiable Count 
Pavloff — whose perfect good manners and good 
sense stood out in high contrast to all I had. 
lately met with. He certainly differed from all 
of his nation who had ever fallen in my way. 
His general information, his knowledge of the 
West of Europe and its history, literature, and 
circumstances ; his evident aversion to politics ; 
his fondness for the arts, sciences and improve- 
ments of foreign countries, including England; his 
want of the exclusiveness of a Russian fine gentle- 
man — in a word, the absence of nationalism^ if 
one might coin a word, made him the most re- 
markable and agreeable man I had ever seen. I 
passed a sleepless night ; but my reveries were, 
fortunately interrupted by the usual morning visit 
which Princess Fedora daily paid me in my dress- 
ing-room, and at which I was accustomed, after 
reading a page or two with her on some serious 
subject, to sketch out the employments of the day. 
For I found it useful at her age, and with a girl of 
her lively character, not to impose too severe a rou- 
tine upon her studies, or even on her general occu^ 
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pations. To-day, however, she came full of anxiety 
to hear something about her sister, with whom she 
had not lately communicated on account of her 
illness. Fedora was now a fine girl of twelve, 
taU of her age, and striking both in air and 
feature, unlike her sister in complexion and hair 
which were both unusually dark for German blood, 
while her deep black eyes beamed with youthful 
fire as well as with an expression of intelligence and 
resolution which did not belie her character. I did 
not conceal from myself, as she asked me number^ 
less questions about Thekla, and her court, as it 
was the fashion to call her household — that it 
would be advisable to bring the sisters more 
together, and Fedora's greater quickness would 
not only be a reason for their associating more 
frequently, but also the means of lessening the 
difference of age between them ; a point I had 
greatly at heart. Fedora was sometimes inclined 
to be idle, and on that morning particularly, after 
having questioned me to her heart's content 
about her sister, and what was going on at the 
palace, she found in my evident fatigue and 
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want of repose, a reason for begging a holiday 
for herself. 

" Now, dear mamma, you will not be able to 
go on with my history this morning, I am sure. 
It will make your head ache if I play my long 
lessons A*om Bach when your mind is not with 
them — I have heard you say so ten times — 
suppose I order the pony carriage and drive a 
mile, only to the Altes Schloss, or to the Forst 
Haus, or to the Duke's Swiss farm at Ochsenhau- 
sen, or anywhere, because my greys, (you know 
they are my own dear little greys ; papa gave 
them to me on my name's day), do so want 
exercise, the coachman himself would say so if 
you allow me to send the jager to ask him." 

I could not help smiling at Fedora's great 
anxiety for her own amusement, but I replied^ 
" My dear child, you must read your accustomed 
lesson, recollect twice this week you have had your 
ponies out for a long drive each time, and the 
roads in the forest are so heavy in the thaw which 
is just set in, that your equipage will not appear 
to advantage in a promenade of such fashionable 

VOL I. M 
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resort as the Jager Wald, which you must pas^ 
through. I will excuse you the music lessoa 
this morning, for my bead may not bear it, 
besides, I know you will voluntarily play your 
fugues some other time, but we must read our 
usual hour or we shall lose the thread of the 
history of Germany, which the Duke so much 
wishes you to understand thoroughly. Fedora 
silently acquiesced, and took up her book, but 
though an obedient, was not a willing scholar for 
that day, certainly. She had her walk with the 
governess in the Klein Waldchen or paddock 
which formed our private grounds, and came into 
our early dinner quite as happy as if she had 
dragged her ponies through the melting snow, 
and deep wet sand of the forest. 

Just as we were preparing to sit down to din- 
ner, a gentleman on horseback was seen riding 
up to the porter's lodge, which was visible from 
our windows. Shortly afterwards Count Pav- 
lofifs card was brought, with a message that he 
desired to have the honour of paying his respects 
to Countess von Brunnersdorf. I sent word to 
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request him to wait in the salon, where I would 
willingly see him after dinner, which was not 
likely to be of long duration. Accordingly^ 
when we left the table to take coffee in the salon, 
we found Count Pavloff standing near its further 
window. 

On perceiving us, the Count came forward 
with the most perfect good breeding, and made 
his bow to the ladies generally : having sufficient 
tact to understand, that it was not necessary to 
distinguish the young Princess by any especial 
formality — though he must have been well aware 
of her presence. He began by apologising to 
me for Us apparently ill-timed visit ; hoping 
that, as a stranger, he might be pardoned for 
his ignorance of our hours. 

I soon set him at ease on that score, and 
entered into general conversation with him. I 
did not, of course, encourage Fedora to speak ; 
but contrived so far to include her and the two 
governesses in any observations I chanced to 
make, that they should not feel doubtful as to 
my wish that they should remain with us. 
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Count Fiiflaff talked of hb timvds; of die 
differeot countries he had seen, and the remark- 
aUe persons with whom he had been aoquaintedy 
among wh<Hn were many I had known at least 
by reputation from my husband's mention of 
them. Hb descriptions were fivdy — ^his anec- 
dotes interesting ; and he talked so wdl on ereiy 
subject, that I was not surprised to see that all 
my fitde cirde were deqply attentire to his con- 
versation. FediNTa, with the wonder of a diild, 
who rardy sees or hears anythmg beyond the 
routine of her da3y occupations, seemed par- 
ticdariy attracted by bun. She fixed her large, 
lustrous, blade ejes on his countenance^ as if his 
physiognomy were one of her studies for the day. 
And, indeed, his features were so eaqNressive^ and 
their diaracter so intelligait and animated, tlM>t 
I ifik mysdf analyang them with a degree of at- 
trition that I could not at all account for. Ib^an 
by talking a good deal mysdf, in order to rmoTe 
the ajqparent awkvrardness of his visit; but I 
ended by listening in silence to a voice whose 
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peculiar tones fascinated me more and more by 
every sentence they conveyed to my ears. 

I know not how long I might have remained 
preoccupied in this manner.had not a page entered 
and said, *'Frau Grafinn, the conservatory is 
open/' which was the usual signal for a walk in 
the gardens, or a visit to the greenhouses, 
where we frequently sate and read, or worked, 
or drew, according to our several tastes. Roused 
by the interruption, I moved, and the Count 
attempted to take his leave, which I prevented 
by asking him to see the gardens ; while the 
Princess and her immediate attendants prepared 
for a walk — ^in which they would join us. 

It was spring weather — such as a German 
spring usually is, cold, but fine ; and I saw no 
reason to refuse Fedora's request to allow her to 
accompany us. The word was no sooner said 
than, without waiting for the more tardy prepa- 
rations of her two governesses, the joyous girl, 
flinging her large peasant's hat over her shoulders, 
and bounding forward to receive the caresses of 
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her fine bloodhound^ Odin, (a present fix)m Con* 
rad) gaily preceded us into the shrubbery. Count 
Pavloff could not refi^ from expressing his 
admiration of such youth and beauty in one of 
her high rank, combined with a d^ree of spirit, 
** which," said he, ** is itself a gift of God to 
those whose position may one day require them 
to exert it in difficult circumstances.** 

The Count and I continued our promenade 
more leisurely; and in the course of conversation 
he told me, that he was like myself an orphan of 
Polish extraction, but that the unhappy events of 
the last thirty years had entirely cut off aU con- 
nection he might otherwise have kept up with 
the families of his enslaved and dismembered 
country. 

^^ I know nothing of Poland," said he, '^ save 
that my innate feelings will ever prevent mt 
from beeomiDg a true Russian/' 

This account of himself was so completely the 
epitome of ^at might have been said at that 
time, and indeed since, of hundreds of others of 
our best families who had been sedulously though 
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often in yainy absorbed into Russian society 
through the Machiavellian policy of the govern 
ment, that I was not much surprised at it. But 
t could not refrain from asking, " How came it 
to pass that you, an unknown orphan, have 
been able to rise to so high a position in a 
catedr to which all passes are so jealously 
gti^ded as in the Russian diplomacy ?** 

" Tm^," he replied, " nothing can be more 
exdusive than all our foreign service ; no young 
man has a chance of bemg employed, or even 
admitted into it^ who is not vouched for by somis 
political god^&ther or god-mother who answens 
for his orthodox opinions. And you know that 
our court holds itself so high that even the old 
aristocracy are of little weight in it ; thus in one 
sense it is more open to the middle ranks than 
the diplomacy of some other countries, but they 
must be courtiers. We are all^ alas ! the servants, 
not of a great and honourable government, but 
of a powerful and absolutely despotic Sover- 

* 99 

eign. 

'^ You have, at least, retained a little of the 
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Polish freedom of language/' I observed, 
laughing. 

** I picked that up very early, as soon as I 
learnt that I was not of the same race as those I 
lived with ; which I did by sundry terms and 
epithets, not very complimentary among the 
Russian boys with whom I associated. I set 
about secretly studying the history of my unfor^ 
tunate country. This I should never have been 
allowed to learn openly in Russia. I was 
educated, kindly enough, by General Favloff, 
who took a fancy to me as a child among some 
Polish prisoners whom he was conducting into 
Siberia ; and who thought I might prove a fit 
playfellow and companion for his only son, who 
died some years afterwards by an accident. Upon 
this the old general adopted me, and gave me 
his name — I had none before ; — and ultimately 
his fortune, which, however, was not large. He 
did better, however, by his own influence at 
court ; he contrived to get me an appointment 
in diplomacy, by which I have slowly risen to 
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my present rank, but do not think I shaQ rise 
much higher." 

** I hope you are satisfied with the position 

you occupy at , though I fear its importance 

is not likely to lead to any great distinction." 

He smiled, and replied, ** You have heard, I 

suppose, that Prince Peter of j a cousin of 

our Empress, is travelling on one of those ex* 
ploratory journeys which young men of his rank 
usually take before committing themselves to 
matrimony. Our court takes an interest in 
the affair, as he is in the direct succession to the 
throne ; and it is not without reason that his 
Highness seems prepared to prolong his stay at 

X • I have the honour to be entrusted with 

so much of his Highness's secrets ; and as the 
Duke's family is one of the most esteemed if not 
the most powerful in Germany, it would be 
acceptable in Russia, were he to jGuid a Princess 
of this ducal house suffidentiy to his taste to 
induce him to choose her." 

I started, but said nothing. 
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•* Nothing/' continued Pavloff, " can be more 
sweedy engaging, or more dignified, as &r as that 
quality is consistent with her young age, than 
Prineess Thelda. I know to whom I am spettk- 
ing, and that any praise of her Ifighness must 
be agreeaUe to you, madam; but I own it 
would astonish me, if Prince Peter made her his 
dioice— except it were because he hears her 
pmises fit)m every one. His taste is hardly 
refined enough to do justice to the merits of the 
Princess Thdda/' 

I cannot describe to you my mingled feelings 
of intei^t and embarrassment during Count 
Fiaiyloff's conversation; but you may judge of my 
surprise, wh^, taking the opportunily of Fedora's 
absence whfle bounding along with h^ favourite 
Odin, he said, ^ffl in an under tone, and with 
still greater earnestness of mamier, " It would 
be a sa<3riffice to unite so gentle a character as 
that of Princess Thekla, with a hard, though 
accomplished and dever man of the world, such 
as Prince Peter.— There, "headdai/' pointing to 
Fedora, "is a character of a stronger cast, a 
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more resolute spirit, a few years more of age wiH 
develop her into a womaa of the force and 
stamp that are suited to a Frincess, likely one 
day to attain to a most elevated position* But 
madam," he concluded^ " I have no right to 
detain you to listen to aU my wandering thoughts. 
Your eariy hours, and Uie daiU of an April 
evening warn me that I ought to take my leave, 
which I do with extreme reluctance. May I be 
haj^y enough some other day, to pass an after- 
noon with equal pleasure in your company ?" 

Then without waiting for my reply, he seized 
my hand, kissed it with fervour, and abruptly 
took his departure, leaving me astonidbed at his 
emotion, and not free myself from an indei^ 
scribable presentiment of something to come» 

We were near the carriage-entrance to our 
grounds, and in a moment^ Count Pavkff waft 
on his horse, and bowing gracefully to the young 
Princess — ^who had rejoined me— rode off in a 
light canter towards the town* Fedora stood 
some time admiring his very graceful horseman*- 
ship, and exclaimed with girlish enthusiasm 
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** What a pity he does not live near us, Mnttchen, 
I should like to see Count Pavloff gallop by 
every day." 

''We shall see him again, my dear," I 
answered, '' in the meantime, let us go in and 
finish our day's reading before supper, for the 
Duke may perhaps call to-morrow and ask what 
you have been studying of late, and we must 
say not much, I fear." 

We re-entered the house, and, when left to 
myself, I passed seriously in review all that I 
could recollect — and it was nearly every word — 
of Count PavloflTs conversation. 

On reflection, I felt inclined to blame myself 
for having given way so entirely, so imcon- 
sdously to the fascinations of a stranger ; or 
rather to my own imagination. I suspected that 
he had come to sound me with regard to some 
particulars about the two Princesses; one or 
other of whom it was evident his court wished 
to secure as a wife for Prince Peter, either now 
or at a later period. But then the topics upon 
which he spoke were often so wide of that object, 
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that I felt convinced he must have some other 
and less ostensible motive for seeking my society. 
His evident wish to return to it, was also re- 
markable: he must have known my retired 
situation, and the cause of it ; indeed, charged 
as I was with the education of a young Princess, 
I doubted whether I ought to encourage his visits. 
I lay awake a second night, troubled with 
anxious thoughts for the future destinies of my 
two young charges ; but of course principally oc- 
cupied with the impending prospect, as I thought 
it, of a dangerously brilliant proposal of marriage 
for Thekla. Young as she was, such a proposal 
might easily be put off for the present, but I 
knew the Duke's ambitious views too well, and, 
at the same time, had too little reliance on his 
convictions of happiness or of high principle in 
matrimonial concerns, to feel that his daughter's 
establishment in life was safe in his hands. He 
would not knowingly make a sacrifice of her 
future peace, but he had not sufficient tact, or 

delicacy of feeling to perceive that so sensitive a 
mind as that of Thekla might be irrecoverably 
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wounded by a wrong step taken in an afiair of 
80 much importance to her. He would watch 
carefully over his daughter's interests, of that, 
I was sure ; but he had no notion of consulting 
her heart. 

But we were not really advanced to the brink 
of the precipice, as I thought it. My sleepless fan- 
cies went ever before the facts : the Prince had not, 
and might not, ever make a proposal in form, 
notwithstanding Count Pavloff 's feelers ; and I 
began ahnost to dislike the poor Count for 
having thrown me into a state of such dis- 
quietude. Now, how I wished it had pleased 
Providence to have preserved to me my beloved 
husband I How I felt the loss of his calm 
judgment, his keen insight into state affairs, his 
attachment to the Duke's best interests, and those 
of his family : how I prayed for a gleam of that 
enlightened knowledge of character which, joined 
with his high sense of moral rectitude, would 
have resisted every inclination of the Duke to 
bestow his daughter on a Prince, of whatever 
rank, who might not be worthy of her intellect 
and her virtues. 
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CHAPTER X. 



'* £n rOrient, quand on n'a rie& & sedire, on fume du tabftc de 
roBo ensemble, et de temps en temps on se salue, les bras croiss^ 
BUT la poitrine, pour se domier im temoignage d'amiti^ ; Jntii» daaaa 
Toccident on a voulu se parler tout le jour, et le foyer de I'&me 
s'eit iouTent dissip^ dans les entr^ens ou Tamour-propre est 
sans cesse en mouvement pour faire efifet tout de suite et selon 
legAuc du moment et du oerde ou Ton «e trouve.** 

Madame de Stael. 



I WAS surprised next day by a visit from a very 
different person, one whom I. have mentioned, 
but have not as yet had occasion to say much of. 

Mr. Cornelius Malone, for it was no other than 
that important individual in his own conceit, 
presented about as great a contrast to Count 
Pavloff as it was possible to conceive. 

His appearance, though it might be called 
good-looking, ha4 certainly not an air of distinc- 
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tion ; he was the man of the world, rather than 
the man of the court; yet in his inmost heart the 
court was the world to him — without it he could 
not live, move, or have his being, while the court 
could have gone on perfectly well without Mr. 
Cornelius Malone. 

He sent into the library a servant charged with 
a long and formal message to say that if I were 
disengaged, that is, if I were perfectly disen- 
gaged, and my important avocations would not 
be interrupted thereby, he would beg for the 
honour of an interview with me — having some- 
thing of the last importance to say to me, which 
he hoped I would not defer hearing till to-mor- 
row, because he thought it would be much better 
said, if possible, to-day ! " 

Wondering what all this was to lead to, but 
knowing the eccentricities of my new visitor, I 
dismissed the servant — ^who seemed heartily glad 
to have got rid of his message — with an answer 
that I should be happy to see Mr. Malone in the 
salon, to which I immediately repaired. I had 
scarcely entered the room on one side, before the 
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doors, opening on the other, I found myself in 
tile presence of my visitor. 

With a profound bow, in the most approved 
fashion of la tAeUe cour^ which he repeated 
twice before reaching the middle of the salon, 
"and with an obsequiousness of manner which I 
had never see^n exceeded by any of the numerous 
old French abb&, whom the revolution had 
at that time thrown into German society, Mr. 
Malone opened the weighty business which had 
brought him to Brunnersdorf. like all men who 
ietfe rather puzzled to find an available excuse for 
doing that on which they are bent, but which they 
know at the same time will be subject to remai^k, 
he began with a plausibUity .*— 

*' I hope, Excellenza, thstt I have the hoifour of 
semg the Frau Grafinn von Brunnersdorf in 
perfect health. My wife, Lady O^Toole,** — here 
he suddenly recollected himself and, as shocked 
at an involuntary omission, hastened to say, ** I 
trust her Highness, the Princess Fedora is in 
good health." 

After my reply, retum'ng to the charge, he 

VOL I. N 
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began again, ** Lady OTooley Exoellenza, and I, 
have a humble proposal to make^that is to say, 
we wish to be guided entirely and completely by 
your ExceDency^s superior wisdom ; but we have 
thought that, considering ourselves after twenty 
years' residence almost identified with the dis- 
tinguished sodety of this illustrious ducal court,'* 
after a little hesitation, *^ that on this unique and 
important occasion — '* 

*^ What occasion, Mr. Malone ?" I said, here 
ruthlessly interruptmg him, 

" I mean, Madame la Comtesse, that of the 
first public presentation of that most amiable^ 
most charming Princess-Royal. Her Highness 
the Princess Thekla— we think— I think—that 
it would be most becoming of us. Lady OToole 
and myself, as loyal British, or rather Irish 
subjects," here a sense of national Irish dignity 
shone forth in an increased force of tone and 
loftiness of manner ; with a motion of the hand, 
as if haranguing a popular assembly, followed by 
a low bow as if addressing the Duke himself — 
ever present, to Mr. Malone's eyes— all which I 



nCTURES OF A COURT* 195 

knew very wdl how to interpret ; " as Irish sub- 
jects, I say, madam, we wish to show our un- 
bounded gratitude to the Duke, under whose 
beneficent and sovereign sway, we have passed 
the best and happiest portion of our lives/' 

** I beg pardon, Mr. Malone, but what do you 
and Lady OToole propose ?*' 

" As I said, Prau Grafinn '' 

*^ Indeed sir, I heard no proposal of any 
.sort.'* 

^^ Excuse the embarrassment, the fascination 
of the moment. Lady O'Toole and I, who are 
descended, as you know, from royal blood, when 
there was royal blood in poor ould Ireland, and 
when the OTooles, my wife's first husband's 
ancestors, as you are aware, were lawful Kings 
of Ulster, and when every one had his rights, and 
all got their own. Such times as will never come 
again, Madame la Comtesse.'* 

** Thank heaven," thought I inwardly. 

" Well, what we do propose is this, to offer a 
ball at our humble dwelling to her Highness the 
Princess Thekla* 
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As I was perfectly aware of the light io whidi 
Mr. Malone was regarded at court, as a good- 
natured and re^)ectable man in the main, and 
gentlemao-like as long as his eocentncities did>not 
cause him to appear the contrary, I made no op- 
position to his projected entertainment, but lent 
mysdf with a good grace to liie idea of i^fSte 
he was so desirous of giving. 

I said, in reply, '^ That although hitherto the 
Duke had made a rule that his daughters should not 
accept private invitations, unless rarely to morning 
or oount^r parties; a rule I perfectly approve of. 
still it is probable that your long residence 
amongst us, and the private favour you enjoy 
amongst the most influential persons of this 
court, would indine his Highness to accept for 
his elder daughter, so kind and i^eeable an 
invitation." 

The gIo5i^ of pleasure upon Mr. Malone's feoe 
at this moment, and the important grandeur 
which his every gesture and tone conveyed, in 
the gratified thanks which he emphatically poured 
forth in answer to my encouragementi hr ex« 
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eeeded thai, 'even, ia which he was in the habit 
of descantiiig upon the weU^ ktiowti tope of his 
estetes ia the '^oui^ of Cork, of which, he often 
spoke in a masoar thdt had more of majestic 
mystery in it, than of geographical precision. 

•* Wha* a pity it is ma^an," he observed 
snnling in cofiseidus dignity mth the importance 
of bis subject, *^ what a pity, shotdd the Duke 
be brought to a^eeede to my humble request, that 
tbere is no lady of c;qual rank, no dame of royal 
blood, thait I can invite to meet his Highness." 

**Twie^*' said I, ** you echo the general regret 
for the want of a Duchess at ^lis coiurt ; and our 
Geraian PrinceeBes and Sovereigns travel so 
litlie,''<»wbidh was true at that time. 

^Ah-*-*4^ piiy that their Highnesses, the 
Princesses, are not both grown up and married, 
diat would make a court, indeed, s^ pres^re us 
from all awkward positions. They will some- 
day fona aHiances worthy of them — and per- 
haps .... my h«»n^ house " 

I began to suraiise whither this was tending, 
and cut it short by saying, *^ That I thought Mr. 
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Malone should lose no time in waiting pei^ 
sonally upon the Duke to make his request, and 
that I would, if consulted by his Highness on the 
subject, give it my fiill assistance and approba^ 
tion." 

With a profusion of profound bows and 
thanks, he at length withdrew, to occupy himself 
with the future details of his important project. 
Thekla, to whom, in performance of my promise, 
I took the earliest opportunity of communicating 
my ideas, was exceedingly entertamed by the 
prospect of what was to be given in her honour. 
She begged me to second her request to the 
Duke that she might accept Mr. Malone's invi- 
tation, which was graciously accorded : Thekla, 
at the same time, making me promise that I 
would myself attend the ball. 

But Mr. Malone's disquietude was not the 
affiiir of one day only. The invitations had to 
be made out; the poor man had enough to do 
between his. own natural anxiety to. plan the 
most complete fdte that had ever been given at 
X ■, out of the ducal palace, and his inex«. 
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perience, which made him fearfiil of underdoing 
rather than overdoing the compliment he 
meant to pay to the whole ducal family. Every 
morning der Herr Colonel von Malone was 
announced at the hour, which he had by some 
divination found out, I was free from mv 
educational occupations with Fedora, and always 
armed with the same questions. ** What was 
the proper step to be taken ?'* Auprh de son 
Altesse le Due ; varied a little by requesting 
tay superior opinion as to the ceremonies of 
reception, the illuminations, the transparency — 
which Lady OToole had set her heart on-^— and, 
above all, the proper etiquette of a ball supper at 
which the Herzoglicher-Hof were to be present. 
The absurdity of letting me into the secrets of 
what was supposed to be a surprise beforehand, 
tiever struck him ; but it almost went beyond 
my gravity to listen to the worthy gentleman^s 
doubts and perplexities* 

At length oozed out one, not the least of his 
difficulties. He knew that it would be necessary 
to pay a certain sort of deferential attention to 
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Countess Sohran ; he wished, at the same time, 
and perhaps sinoerqly, to make me appear as thei 
first lady about the court iu his owu and if^ 
Lady OTook's estimation. 

I could very well afford to reassure him on this 
head. I let him see that he would lose no sup^ 
port I could give him on account of his dviliti^ 
to a lady whom he could not overlook} and who» 
to me, wa$ a person^ of aQ others the most i^ 
different. But when he was gone, I eould not 
refrain from indulging a hearty, though some^ 
what satirical laugh at the expense of poor 
human nature in general, and of courts in 
particular. 

Knowing that I wa3 perfectly safe in what I 
intended to do, I offered, in reply to one of bi^ 
numerous roundabout enquiries as to what was 
'' Proper in high places, ^•, &c.,'' to convey his 
request to the Duke, and to take his Highnesses 
commands as to day, company, hour, and eveiy 
other iipaginable detail pf the affair in question. 

I speedily had it in my power to make Mr* 
Malone happy. I was commissiQue^i by tbf 
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Duke, not only to give, a private and verbal 
aaswance of his gracious- acceptance of the iavi-* 
tation for himself and his daughter, but to say 
that the nwt momingy.immediately aftor parade of 
the 1st (and only) heavy cavalry regiment, namely 
the Cuirassiers of the Ducal Guar^^ his Hiigbiiess 
woidd receive Mr, Malone in a private audience 
at the palace. 

Accordingly^ on the following day, at the hour 
appointed, Mr. Malone, to his own inefiEabl^ 
satisfaction^ waited in person on the Duke» and 
was formally introduced by the fiirst aid'-de* 
cwp in waitii«. to *B audieooe w th» importort 
business. 

He presented hijociself en petite tmiforme^ 
kxMwing exacily what ^^ les canvenanoea de la: 
caur** required of him, and humbly requested 
ike honor of the Duke's company at his f^te. 

The Duke gracinusly accepted^^-named a day 
on which he was sure to bo at liberty to attiend 
— and Cornelius Mialoue withdrew in a stete o£ 
happiness,, such as was reaUy due to the weaowg 
&peciAtiojx of momths^ if not years, which had 
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cost him anxious days and sleepless nights. 
** His Highness had deigned to honour him by 
naming a few particularly esteemed ladies whom 
he wished to meet-^oontess Sohran and 
myself.'* 

I was, in consequence, the first person upon 
whom he called with a card of invitation— for 
with superabundant politeness he left most of lus 
invitations himself en personne — and in obe- 
dience to the Duke's wish, I fdt myself bound 
to accept it, otherwise I should rather have 
declined ; en attendant j I learnt that poor Lady 
OTooIe had no quiet life of it at home. De- 
lighted at the thoughts of giving a ball, like 
most ladies, and stiU more, at receiving the 
Sovereign and his family in her own house, she 
neverthdess having no genius for the thing, 
and little of any soity was in a continual fiiss and 
bustle, trying to get everyflnng forward, but in 
reality advandng nothing. Her views wereoon- 
tinually running counter to her husband's, 
what she fixed on for the reception-room, he 
wanted for a card-room^ and as most of our' 
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dod 



German bouses (and theirs was a very good one) 
have rooms enough en sidte to be turned into' 
anything one pleaseSi there was ample room for 
discussion. At least, Mr. Malone resolved to 
aedc a higher authority ; and waited ceremon- 
iousfy on the Hof-Marschall, von Ilpps — ^request' 
ing him with the greatest deference to give him 
the light of his excellency's experience in the 
proper choice of a card<4xxmi, and the arrange^ 
menty according to the strklest principles of 
etiquette, of the card-tables, the players at each 
to be selected by precedence of rank, &c. &c.«— ^ 
always having in view the presence of his August 
master. 

Von Pipps was the higW authority kno^ m 
X — for cards and play, and courtiership, and 
nothing could be more gratifying to his feelings^ 
than this reference to his experience. 

For hours together were these two worthy 
gentlemen engaged in solemn consultations audi 
disquisitions in all of which the Ahnanach 
de Saxe Gotha played an important partv 
and nothing could be more correct or minute^: 
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beaiiqs upoa the quorteiriiiga and pfecise poshaoD 
q{ iiia es^peeted gueito, thw the profound leaolts 
^ their Ks»wiqh upon this important oocb»« 

Jba.vatatiom^^ m, thoae dfisys, wene not at hmg 
dutt^a^d tbeeFeaing oame v^ch was to show 

1;a the i^ufa soci^ of X the gratitude and 

the glories oi the house of Maloae. The oosi^ 
panjf as^mUed ^lar]^ in wkr to be in leadioesa 
for the Ikim and iMS daughter. The staircase 
ym carpeted iitMii top to bottom^ veiy weH 
lighted,. and Jined "with. Aoimee and ooange-tMea^ 
in potSi the ^whele vmyi itom the porta cochire 
to the ante-room. A few men of the band of 
1^ Duke*s Qui^ w^ire statiened at tl^ foot of 
tihe stairs to qaund the note of appniadi as soon 
as tpa H^hi)e8s*S: equipi|;es. were seen to torn the 
comer of the Hol^^afften anreaue> in which Mr. 
l^alpq^'a iiwelUiig ww situated. A brilCant 
flJiUlpiipslaon was aorai^ged according to a des^ 
of tbs court architect, (I forget his name), over 
the dooiv-^flainbeaux had becin placed at distancea 
oil aloii^ the front. Two servants with tordiea 
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were placed und^r tiie ardhway, t«ady to Hgfit the 
Duke from his caitiage. 

Mr. Malone stood on the hnding-p&ice in an 
eiegant full dress, and m an agony of expecta- 
tation. Hark! a flourk* of trumpets; and 
Mr. Malone was at the bottom ofthe stairs, and 
the crowning object of his ambition was achieved, 
as the Duke warmly i^ook him by the hand ; 
and otfering his arm to the Princess Thekla, he 
had tile honour of leading the rojal party to 
their seats. But the greatert triumph — well 
deserved, for it had cost him a vast deal of study 
—of Cornelius Malone, was in the courtly and 
highly-successful manner in which he handed 
glasses of punch-ice tb the Duke, and to the 
Princess Thekla, ^^ the Royal Family,'' as he de- 
lighted to call them. A mathematician might 
have been puzzled to describe his movements 
which seemed to be oourtierly advancing, and 
humbly retreating^ alternately, if not at the same 
moment: yet as progress was certainly, though 
sbwly made, he arrived at last at the proud 
mommt of presimting a glass of ice to the Ddce 
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imd to his daughter — pre&oed with a few words 
of a speech to dther of them — whidi I will not 
pretend to rememher. 

In bowing and retreating after this honour, 
time enough was employed to allow half the 
company to defile, if necessary ; but there are 
always some slow ones in every company : and 
as Mr. Malone was makbg his best bow, and 
final scrape backwards, he was nearly giving a 
final blow to certainly one of the slowest movers 
of the court, the Chanoinesse herself. It was 
truly unfortunate for all parties; Malone dis- 
composed the lady, who feU half fainting into 
the arms of her cavalier; no other than the 
Hof-Marschall von Fipps, he, endangered by the 
shock, supported himself with some difficulty 
against the weight of the lady; and the two 
together had narrowly escaped upsetting one of 
the card-tables, which had been disposed with 
admirable attention to the precise rank of their 
respective card-players, under the advice of the 
Hof-Marschall, himself. He staggered, and all 
but fell (not quite — there was no actual cata- 
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jstrophe), at the foot, not of Pompey's statue, 
like Caesar, but at that of a most surprising and 
romantic view of Castle Malone — somewhere, if 
anywhere, in the County Cork, Lady OToole's 
own performance —of which, there were sundry 
duplicates hung about the apartments. 

The distress occasioned by this untoward event 
created such a medley of apologies, excuses, 
protestations and regrets from all concerned, 
that nothing would have stopped them but the 
Duke coming kindly forward to hope nobody was 
hurt. 

There are a great many situations in life of 
more or less importance, in wluch, from various 
reasons either of interest or convention, it is 
necessary to suppress the 'expression of the 
feelings of the moment — ^yet in spite of all efforts 
jbo the contrary, the quick perception of the 
ridiculous has such power over the generality of 
mankind, that most of us can hardly see a dear 
friend tumble or make a slip without experiencing 
§Ln immediate tendency to laugh, whatever the 
consequence may be. Such was the case in the 
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presoit instance. The Chanoinesse, who became 
at onoe the observed of all beholders^ and who, 
If Ab counted not many very dear fiiends in the 
salon, was at kast viewed with that respect which 
birth^ rank, and princdy ftivonr never fiul to 
inspire in such litde courts as X — , was met on 
aH sides with that forced seriousness, that sup- 
prassed smile which betokens, to persons of a 
suspicious mind at least, that there is something 
faidicrous about them. Yet there is something 
of militBry discipline, even in a German court. 
The company were habitually so well trained to 
the repression of all outward signs of their in- 
ward emotions, that few casual spectators would 
have guessed there was anything the matter. 

The only exception, and for this reason, a 
singularly conspicuous one, was MQe. von Sohran, 
who, on viewing the Hof-Marschall and Cha- 
noinesse's double and ludicrous discomfiture, was 
betrayed into an audible and most uncourtly 

giggle. 

I had obsenned this young lady with no little 
anxiety for some time past, leaning on the arm of 
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my soQ, Conrad, who lent, as I thought, a not 
unpleased attention to her whispered and laugh- 
ing observations. At the moment of the catas- 
trophe, she was walking down the room with 
him on her way to join the dance, and it was 
with vexation I saw that he lent a willing ear to 
her, not altogether whispered, witticisms on the 
occasion. At the same moment, Thekla, for 
whom the couple, in common with the rest 
of the dancers, made way as she proceeded 
with Prince Peter to her place, turned sud- 
denly round in a manner quite unusual for 
her, and in a few words, not audible to the 
bystanders, administered a well-merited reproof 
to her maid of honour, for her ill-breeding towards 
an old and respectable lady. Nor was this all 
that the ready good feeling of the Princess 
prompted her to do on the occasion : she 
stepped aside to speak some words of kindness 
to the Chanoinesse, who was evidently gratified 
by the attention ; and the ball proceeded with even 
more spirit than before. 

All this I silently remarked from the quiet 
VOL. I. o 
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comer, where, intent on watching the behaviour 
of the two nearest and dearest to my heart, I 
had seated myself. 

I saw, with delight, this spontaneous expres- 
sion of feeling on the part of Thekla, so creditable 
to her good sense, as well as to her heart ; but 
I had also seen, with pain, the growing flirtation 
— ^not to say attachment — ^between Melusina and 
Conrad, and was deeply vexed to think that it 
might have been observed by others ; especially 
on an occasion which, like the present, had not 
shown off his fair partner to advantage. 

That young lady bent submissively, but not 
humbly, to the passing censure of her royal 
mistress : she could not reply to the Princess, 
but she looked as if she bad an answer ready for 
somebody. 

Her face glowed with an unamiable smile 
which might be taken to express anything 
except repentance, — and as Thekla passed on, 
she turned to Conrad and said in a voice rather 
less gentle than that of the Princess, and unfor- 
tunately more audible, 



X'. 
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*^ Our model Princess is not in her usual good- 
humour to-night — I fancy she is rather annoyed 
by his Highness. 

Conrad made no reply ; and it was fortunate 
that he did not, for the lady was in a temper to 
pursue the subject, reckless of all surrounding 
eyes and ears, had she been encouraged to do 
so. 

The dance quickly put an end to any further 
confidential talk between them — and the Cha- 
noinesse and the Princess were laid aside for the 
present. 

It was evident to me that Melusina's charac- 
ter was becoming, if it were not so originally, 
a very double one. That is, not intentionally 
inclined to cunning or duplicity, but disposed to 
enter on a path which is sure by degrees to lead 
to hypocrisy* She was beginning to play a 
double part, sometimes that of a finished dame 
de cour^ sometimes that of a free-spoken, and 
rather Amazonian young lady. Her mother's 
counsels and practice with the formality and eti- 
quette of a German court, stifling all feeling 
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in heardess conventionalitiesy led her to the 
first; her own nature, hold and high-spirited 
without principle, led her by instinct to the 
latter. 

Thekla's beauty on this evening was the 
theme of universal admiration throughout the 
ball-room. Independently of her rank, she had 
that beauty of nature which is sure to please in 
every sphere, united with a becoming dignity, 
which her birth not only required but contri- 
buted to bestow. For courtier-like though the 
phrase may seem, it is certsun that there is a 
beauty in the graceful carriage and in the dig- 
nified manners which ought to accompany high 
station; and when those qualities are both 
natural and habitual, and at the same time 
united with the youth and personal charms which 
Thekla really possessed, it is no wonder that 
the lustre which she was beginning to shed on 
our little court, should become daily more and 
more acknowledged. Her amiable character, 
too, was now becoming generally known, and 
contributed deservedly to win for her a degree 



PICTURES OF A COURT. 213 

of popular good-will, which soon spreads over a 
small community like that of a German duchy 
and its little capital. 

Mr. Malone's ball was marked by a singular 
and most unexpected effort at intimacy, made 
towards myself by Countess Von Sohran, who 
seemed to feel that her daughter had on more 
than one occasion shown herself off to me not 
in the most favourable colours. To say nothing 
of her manners this night, the story of the 
poissan (TAvrU could not be so soon forgotten. 
The Countess, who on other occasions, usually 
contented herself with the most outward civili- 
ties towards me, and rarely made more than a 
passing observation upon any subject, came and 
seated herself by me, and endeavoured to enter 
into a sort of conversation respecting the people 
and the affairs of the day, which was as new to 
me as it was imaccountable. She spoke highly 
of Conrad — set him in all respects far above 
** cette jeunesse oisive du jour *' — vvhich she 
said, truly enough, was ruining Europe. She 
lamented that my duties and occupation,—^ 
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" atcpr6 de la jeune Prtneesse^ — took up so 
much of my time, and r^retted ^ she had 
never had the opportunity to know and to cul- 
tivate a mind and undcarstanding like mine," 

and much more flattery of that sort ; 

which I may vaiture to say was thrown away on 
me. At last she said, she lamented it not only 
for her own sake, but for that of her daughter, 
who would have profited so greatly by my 
society, had she been fortunate enough to ob- 
tain it. 

Whatever private discourse a ball-room aUows, 
— and very private things are sometimes whis- 
pered in the solitude of a ax)wd — it seldom lasts 
long. Our oonvasation was luckily interrupted ! 
for really I should have been at a loss for an 
answer to much of the Countess's harangue. 
1 was quite persuaded, however, that she was 
not a person likely to waste her words without 
some ulterior purpose. 

Just as a move was taking place aikiong the 
dancers, a lady whom I had never seen before, 
evidently a stranger to X — , by the attention she 



PICTURES OF A COURT. 215 

excited, came up to Madame von Sohran, and 
requested to be introduced to me. This wa^ 
done, of course ; and I learnt that she was but 
newly arrived in our capital — being on the way, 
rathior early in the year, to some watering-place 
in another part of Germany. She was a tall, 
majestic-looking woman, of apparently middle 
age; but her countenance struck me at that 
moment as one of the most forbidding and 
repulsive, in severity of expression, that I had 
ever beheld. Her manners were, however, easy 
and dignified, though tinged with a shade of 
distance and haughtiness rather remarkable in a 
stranger seeking for the first time, to make her 
way amidst a circle of strangers. It struck me 
as something remarkable that Madame de 
Sohran should be so ready to introduce her ; 
and I felt convinced that, whatever by-play there 
may have been in her talk about Conrad, and all 
that she hooked on to what she knew must be, 
to a mother, the most interesting of all subjects, 
the introduction of Madame de Donnersberg 
was the ultimate end and object of our confi- 
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dential dialogue. I began; therefore, to study 
this lady rather more nearly than I otherwise 
should have done ; and ended by being pretty 
well convinced that she intended to make my 
acquaintance useful to her. I was even more 
struck by the particular attention paid to this 
lady by the Duke himself, than by any other 
circumstance attending her appearance at the 
ball. I learnt that she was a guest of Madame 
de Sohran — living in her house, and received in 
every respect on the most intimate footing. My 
curiosity, it may be easily supposed, was far from 
being the strongest, or the most openly expressed, 
among all the inquisitive society of X — . I was 
content to wait until the mystery should be 
solved. What I did hear was this: I found 
that she was a Countess Donnersberg ; widow, 
it was said, of a German officer of high rank in the 
Russian service, who had brought letters of intro- 
duction to our court ; and who had renewed her 
acquaintance with her old friend, the Countess 
von Sohran, intending to pass a few days here, 
on her vraiy ** aux Momx^^^ &c., &c. Knowing 
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that Russian ladies do not frequently travel 
without a purpose, and that the widow of any 
Russian general was sure to bring little but the 
servile and stereotyped ideas of her own govern- 
ment with her, I was not particularly anxious to 
cultivate her acquaintance. Still, civilities must 
be submitted to and returned, according to the 
usages of the world ; and tiresome enough they 
are ! The smaller the court, the more utterly 
futile . and ridiculous do they appear. Yet the 
Germans prize their etiquette, and their scrupu- 
lous attention to the minutiae of society beyond 
everything. At least, it was so then and there : 
that is in the end of the last century, and in the 
ducal residency, stadt, &c., of X — 

Madame de Donnersberg had evidently learnt 
her lesson, either from her friend or from a pre- 
vious study of some private reports from the 
capital of our little state. 

In the short conversation I had with her, she 
had already contrived, with true Russian curiosity 
to slide in a few questions about the two Prin- 



218 THE ROYAL SISTERS; OR, 

cesses ; which I thought, to say the least, very 
forward and unnecessary. 

I had always observed it to be a peculiarity 
in Russian manners, that they consider it no ill- 
breeding to ask a stranger the most particular 
questions about his family — ^his friends — his cir- 
cumstances — ^tastes — habits, &c. When such 
inquiries come from an inspector of police, one 
understands what they mean, and, however 
odious, they can be answered accordingly ; but 
when they come from the lips of a court lady, 
or an aid-de-camp of the Emperor, they are 
rather embarrassing. 

I parried her questions as well as I could ; but 
I foresaw the style of conversation I was likely 
to be treated with, if I saw much of the G^n^rale 
Gomtesse de Donnersberg, Dame du Palais, 
&c., &c. 

The highest degree of civilization and good 
manners is, to find conversation sufficient to 
interest a casual acquaintance, without reference 
to any private circumstance whatever : which is 
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a quality in which French society has always 
been preeminent. 

At last, the Malone ball, like every other ball» 
came to an end ; and the guests, wearied but not 
dispirited, left the hospitable home with regret. 
The pleasure it had given to their host was so 
evident, that it was plain that had he the means, 
there would be a ball in honour of Princess 
Thekla, or her sister, with each returning carnival. 
He was perfectly satisfied with everything — all 
the arrangements had been his own — the court 
master of the ceremonies had actually come up 
to him in a comer and informed him that the 
Duke, his august master, was very desirous of 
knowing where he got his dry champagne — and 
yet more, the still excellent method of making 
Italian sorbetti and granolate, which had refireshed 
and invigorated the dancers for so many hours' 
exertion. 

That the ducal household should deign to 
take a leaf out of his book, was an overwhelming 
compliment to our worthy descendant of the 
Irish kings ; and when the guests were nearly 
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gone, and the lights also on the wane, he was . 

seen redining on a sofa, under the picture of the i 

ruin of Castle Malone, Barony of Killbeggan, | 

exhausted by his polite and superhuman labours, 
and whispering softly to himself — ^' Sic transit 
Gloria Mundi ! '' 



- — — -n 
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CHAPTER XI. 



The child longs to pass the hills or the waters which BUROund 
his native dwelling ; and his wish indulged, as the bent tree 
springs back to its first form of growth, he longs to retnm to the 
home which he had left ; for by a donble aspiration after the 
miknown part — after that which he desires, and that which he has 
lost — man is preserved, by a beautiful and touching instinct, from 
exclusive attachment to tiiat which is present. Deeply rooted in 
man's inmost nature, as well as commanded by his highest ten* 
deneies — the full recognition of the bond of humanity, of the 
commmiity of the whole human race, with the sentiments and 
sympathies which spring therefrom — ^becomes a leading principle 
in the history of man. 

WiLHKLM VON Humboldt. 



If Count Pavloff had been for some time an 
interesting problem to me, Countess Donners- 
berg seemed likely to become one of quite a 
different character. I began gradually to enter- 
tain suspicions of her errand amongst us, and 
had little doubt in my mind that she was an 
ambitious and unscrupulous intriguante. 

Her sudden appearance, her unexplained in- 
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timacy with Madame von Sdhran, and the great 
empressement of the latter lady to make her 
friend acquainted with me — to say nothing of 
Madame von Sohran's own sudden change of 
manner and unwonted courtesy towards myself, 
— all conspired to make Countess Donnersberg 
an enigma. I had resolved, on a fitting oppor- 
tunity presenting itself, to ask Count Pavloff to 
enlighten me as to what he knew of his country- 
woman ; when I was struck with the unusual 
deference and respect he seemed to show to her 
every wish, and with the sort of command she 
appeared to have over his services on every occa- 
sion, I reflected that it might be better to wait, 
and not to risk losing the information I wanted 
by putting an indirect or ill-advised question to 
a person who might think himself bound to pay 
attentions to a lady of his court which were not 
customary in the society of X 

Things remained in this state some little time. 
Anxious to watch the course of events, I had 
latterly accepted one or two invitations to dine 
at court, and entered a little more than had been 
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my habit of late into the amusements of its circle. 
Countess Donnersberg and I exchanged visits, 
and otherwise met occasionally, but never 
without a marked attention to me on her part, 
and a sort of inquisitorial scrutiny that was 
anything but pleasant. 

Her manners, as I had before remarked, were 
dignified and courtly, but mixed with a d^ee 
of supercilious hauteur ; which, though she evi- 
dently tried to soften when in my company, was 
to me infinitely more disagreeable than a less 
polite toumure would have been. She was 
constant in her inquiries about Princess Thekla, 
her talents, her natural tastes and disposition — 
in short, all the particulars of her character and 
habits of thought. Had Thekla been a few 
years younger, I should have thought Countess 
Donnersberg aspired to succeed to my place. As 
it was, 1 could only give favourable generalities 
in regard to my favourite pupil ; and never failed 
gently to remind my questioner that I was no 
longer in the Princess's more immediate circle, 
and that I spoke, of course, only of her child- 
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hood. She could not affect to misunderstand 
the hint ; but, although silenced for the time, at 
every succeeding [interview . she returned perti- 
naciously to the chaige. In short, Countess 
Donnersberg speedily became as odious to me 
as the family in which she was domesticated. 

My youDger charge, Princess Fedora, was a 
relief to me from all these anxieties. It was a 
happiness to return to the company of an intel- 
ligent and imspoilt child, whom I was daily 
regarding with more affection; and to think 
that there, at least, I was performing a duty of 
the highest order, and that in my daily and 
really useful occupation of completing the educa- 
tion of a sister of my much-loved Thekla, I 
was avoiding the snares and tracasseries of a 
court. 

I could not doubt but that the lady who had 
made me such an object of her atttenion, had the 
design to draw me into some confidence or plot 
of her own, with reference to the unconscious 
Thekla, which it was my duty to avoid. 

In addition to this source of anxiety, I had 
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the prospect of what I suspected to be a growing 
attachment between Conrad — my dear, my only 
son — and that heartless and selfish flirt, Melusina 
de Sohran. I had no particular views, no am- 
bitious ones certainly, for Conrad ; but I did not 
like to see him ensnared before my face by a girl 
his inferior in mind, cultivation, and, I feared, 
principle. Besides a certain quickness, and 
habit of the world beyond her age, together with 
the accomplishments of the day, and perhaps a 
tolerable share of good looks, there was nothing 
in my eyes to recommend Melusina to a young 
man whose character and education would, I 
trusted, lead him to choose a wife of intellectual 
and moral qualities equal to himself. 

Then Thekla's future caused me many an 
anxious misgiving. At the ball given by Mr. 
Malone, Prince Peter had been most significantly 
assiduous in his attentions ; it is true that they 
were divided with Madame von Sohran, who 
seemed to receive them with considerable satis- 
faction. Knowing the habitual deference to any 
thing Russian, paid by all persons belonging to 

VOL. I. P 
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the court from which that lady proceeded, I was 
not at aU surprised at witnessing an instance of 
it in her case. 

I have not as yet told you enough about my 
youngest charge, Princess Fedora. She was now 
some years beyond the age at which her sister 
had been first placed under my care ; and she had 
had the advantage, I may say, of being brought 
up upon one uniform system from her earKest 
infancy — which was far from the case with 
Thekla. This, which had created some little 
difficulty in the beginning of my education of 
the elder sister, did not exist in the case of the 
younger : for, as Fedora had been with me from 
her birth, there was in her nothing to eradicate, 
although much to teach. Had a girl of her 
quickness and natural spirit been as much neg* 
lected or iU-managed as poor Thekla, at the time 
when I received her from the hands of Countess 
von Sobran, it would have been a far more 
arduous task to bring her into proper order. In 
Thekla's case nothing but an innate goodness of 
disposition, the gift of Providence itself, had 
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preserved her from being spoilt ultimately by 
overindulgence and ill-»regulated strictness ; her 
failing health and temper would soon have given 
way to their daily trials. 

Fedora's thirteenth birthday was at hand. To 
a girl of that age any little fSte or occasion for 
enjoying a degree of society — or to say truth-— 
of display, however moderate — is an event of the 
greatest interest. This is but natural ; yet, 
knowing the instinctive tendency of the human 
mind to vanity, and the dangerous facility for 
indulging it, which is one of the great stum- 
bling blocks in the path of young Princesses. 
I had hitherto avoided as much as possible 
complying with the frequent requests of the 
Duke (who was too much indined to spoil his 
daughters, if left to his own discretion), and 
even of the principal nobility ; to give children's 
balls in honour of the young Princess. The 
system had succeeded perfectly with Thekla; 
who did but the more naturally enjoy the society 
in which she now took part, from the fact of her 
not having been satiated with it prematurely. 
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I do not know what Fedora expected to be 
done for her on the present occasion, but she 
talked with such evident delight of the prospect 
of soon entering her fourteenth year, that I was 
resolved to question her. 

'* What makes you stand so long before the 
looking-glass to-day, Fedora ?" 

" Oh, Mutterchen,* you forget, I am to have 
my hair cciffie this day-wedt." 

^'Are you, indeed? it is not necessary to 
prepare for the toilette so long beforehand. But 
why this day week ?" 

'* Mutterchen, mutterchen, you know I shall 
be thirteen, and I am to have my hair turned 
up. When had Thekia her hair dressed lady- 
fashion for the first time ?" 

*^Not till she was fourteen, my dear, and 
your hair is really much better, to my taste, as 
it is. Look at those heads of the Muses and 
Graces, in the great portfolio from which you 
draw with your master, and you will see that 

* Literally, " little mother f % term of endeanneat by wfaieh 
she usuiUly addresaed me. 
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their hair is far more like your own fine natural 
curls than what you call lady-fashion/' 

** Yes : but that must be a very old fashion ; 
I know it is classical, and that means good for 
statues, and pictures, and poets : but I am 
nothing of that sort." 

** Perhaps not : but neither are you out of 
your twelfth year yet." 

^^ Thirteenth, mutterchen, 1 think you mean. 
Next Tuesday I shall be in my fourteenth, 
according to the way you taught me to count 
the centuries in my history lesson. And is it not 
the fourteenth year very, very near being four.- 
teen?" 

" We need not count your age by centuries, 
my dear, but at the rate you go on, you will get 
over your youth with an impatience you will 
regret hereafter." 

This seemed to make some impression upon 
Fedora, who mused for a minute, and replied, 

** That would be a misfortune. But after all, 
long curls are so, so girlish." 

The slight blush and conscious smile that 
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aooompanied this naive remark, betrayed poor 
Fedora's inmost thought ; and I could not help 
laughing as I said, 

*' All this. Fedora is, because I observed htdy 
that you are taller than your sister mus at youk" 
age ..." 

'' So I am, mutterchen, and- that is a iteson 
why ..." 

''Wait a moment. I was going to say Uiat 
even now Thekla's good taste prefers a ^^girlisU 
head-dress to the di^orate coiffure de caur. 

Fedora's aspirations to a higher order of dress, 
were more easily moderated than h^ desire to 
ride, and appear with the Duke and her sifter on 
certain public occasions, which frequently pre- 
sented themselves. For this purpose she took 
riding lessons in the ducal manage twioe a week 
and on those days paid a visit to Thekla, bef<»& 
returning to Brunnersdorf. I did not always 
accompany her, as I thought it better for the 
two sisters to be sometimes together alone, and 
I could rely on the ddar for making use of those 
opportunities for impressing upon the younger 
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tnatiy useful hints which were more easily and 
familiarly given in my absence. This delightAil 
and sisterly confidence was beginning to reward 
me for years of anxiety. 

On one of these visits^ Fedora told her sister 
in confidence that, though papa was very good, 
and she was sure would give her something 
pretty on her approaching birthday, yet, she 
greatly feared that whatever would be given to, 
or done for her, on the occasion, would be some- 
thing of a more childish nature than what she 
had been long hoping for. 

'^ Because you see, dear Thekla, papa thinks 
it enough to have one grown-up girl at a time ; 
still I do grow, Thekla ; do you not think so ? 
and yet mutterchen will do nothing to put me 
forward, I am sure ; rather backward, I think.** 

'^ Oh, fie ! Fedora ; dear mother is so good to 
both of us, I feel assured she would no more put 
you backward, with regard to your age, than she 
has hitherto brought you forward. I can tefl 
you it ia a plem not to be recommended, and no 
one woukl r^^ret it more than yourself, though 
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not immediately. You will be but thirteen, you 
know/' 

" Well, thirteen is not quite a baby's age.'* 

" That depends a little on how one behaves at 
the great age of thirteen." 

" Ah ! Thekla, I see you too are against me/' 
said Fedora, pouting. 

" Now, my dearest, I must not have you think 
1 am against you in any thing : so tell me at 
once what it is that you wish, and I promise to 
ask my father to give it you, if possible." 

" Then, Thekla, dear, do ask ... . No, I 
will not tell you yet." 

*' You do not want a ball, do you, Fedora ? 

*' Perhaps I should not dislike it." 

" Well, I will first get papa's leave to let you 
have your choice, and then you can tell me what 
you desire.*' 

All this I learnt afterwards from the amiable 
.Thekla, who, having obtained the Duke's per- 
mission that his little daughter should select her 
own amusements on this occasion, drove out to 
apend the day with us at Brunnersdorf^ the next 
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morning, and reported the success of her mission 
to the gratified ears of the impatient Fedora. 

" Now, my Fedorchen, you may choose what 
you like — ^you have carte blanche — but papa 
Irecommends a children's ball, or a drive to the 
Forst Haus, where you may invite all the young 
people of the families about our court to a cool 
d^jeuneTf under the fragrant pines you used to 
be so fond of. As it is summer weather, I ad- 
vise you to accept the latter." 

Fedora was silent, and looked rather dis- 
appointed. 

"And you may choose your own birthday 
present,'' added Thekla. 

Still the same silence. 

" At least you said you would not dislike the 
ball." 

" Not unless I am to have a grown-up ball, 
Thekla. 1 hope that papa will give me an 
Arabian horse for a present — tall, mind, — and I 
should prefer a review of the troops for my fiSte, 
that I may ride to it with him, as you did last 
year ; and then I should like to dine at the state 
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dmner that day, and go to the opera with the 
court in the evening/' 

As Fedora pronounced these words with the 
ntmost gravity, neither Thekla nor myself could 
refrain fit)m laughing; which did not at all 
disconcert ha*, however, and we contented our« 
sdvea with asking if she was really serious. 

'^ As mueh sc^ as I ever was in my life,'* she 
replied. 

'' Well, Fedora, I have not often seen you so 
very serious ; but this a pretty bold beginning I 
think for a thirteenth birthday." 

^' Are you sure that this is all, Fedora ?" I 
interposed. 

^' No ; the opera I should like also to choose 
myself — ^let it be, The Barbe Bleue^ or else Iphu 

genia in Aulide I should prefer the 

latter." 

** What an alternative !" cried Thekla. 

" I am sure you told me you liked the music 
of both of them, when we used to play together 
with our master." 

^ Very likely ; but you do not know what it 
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is to get up suddenly an opera that has not been 
performed here for some time past*" 

^' Besides," I criedi *^ we have no artistes here 
capable of doing justice to Oliick^ It Would take 
till your fourteenth birthday to prq)are for it." 

<' Well/' said Thekla, '' if pUpa gives leave^ I 
will send for the dii^or, and enquire whati can 
be weU done by next Monday week^^is not that 
the day, sister ?" 

With this, Fedora was fain to be coilteaiit : 
and we spent the remainder of the afternoon and 
evening very happily together. Thelda seemed 
quite delighted to get away from the restndnt of 
court life, and enjoyed tha country aiid her lively 
sister's socieiy as much as if she were, indeed, a 
diild again. 

Melusina, who accompanied ker, was luckily in 
a most amiable mood, and pleased with hersdif for 
some inscrutable cause, took little part in the 
oonversatioDK-except now and then to encourage 
Fedora by praising her tastes and opinioii84 
She begged to be excused walking with us 
before our early dinner ; to which, as we were 
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not going to leave the gardens, Thekia kindly 
consented. On oor retnm, I found her stationed 
before a very good full-length portrait of my 
son, which I had lately had painted by Tlschbein 
— ^who has since become so cdebrated ; — and 
gazing on it witli an expression of passionate 
admiration. I thought this very confirmatory 
of what I had long suspected ; but any observa- 
tion would have been out of place on my part, 
and the young lady volunteered nothing on hers, 
but turned away coolly, as if perfectly indifferent 
to all remark. Perhaps the sight of Mile, von 
Sohran suggested to me the thought ; but while 
walking with Thekia and her sister in the con- 
servatory before dinner, I said to the former, 

'* What have you done with Ml]e. de Sohran^s 
pretty statuette ? Now it is in your own pos- 
session, pray give it a good place among your 
little gallery of works of art." 

*^ Indeed, I have it not," she replied, an ex- 
quisite blush lighting the whole of that ingenuous 
and innocent coutenance. 

** What/' I said, astonished beyond measure. 
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'' has it not been returned ? Conrad promised 
me he would not keep it a day longer." 

^' Nor has he, for feeling, I suppose, rather 
shy of returning Melusina's present, he wreaked 
upon it a cruel vengeance, I am told, and my 
poor likeness was broken into a hundred pieces 
rather than it should make mischief/' 

" Well," interposed Fedora, " I would not 
have allowed that. It was surely treasonable 
in a subject of my father to break my sister's 
statue." 

" Why, Fedora, high treason does not apply 
to such [trifles, and and when you have statues 
made of you . . . . " 

" Oh, I may wait long enough, perhaps, you 
think, but my birthday is coming, and after 
that . • . • When was your portrait painted, 
Thekla, I don't mean as a child, of course, but 
a large grown-up portrait, of which there are 
two at the palace ?" 

Thekla laughed merrily, and, evading the 
question, replied, 
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^ What oostnme winild you like to be pointed 
in. Fedora r 

** Certainly en Amazame! I do not want to 
be a FHnoess in jewek and featbos, that is so 
common : I wish to be drawn in character .... 
I wonder that you, TheUa, who look so well on 
horseback, did not choose a riding habit instead 
of your court robes." 

'* Indeed," here interposed Melusina, (who 
having finished her contemplation of Conrad*s 
picture, had joined us in time to catch this last 
observation of Fedora) ^ your Highness will be 
a most popular Princess among our German 
countrymen, who we hear on all sides are fast 
adopting the modem French notion of lowering 
the state of courts and governments." 

" I hope, MademoiseDe," replied Fedora, with 
some quickness, ** you will be so good as never 
to confound my ideas of personal independence 
with the wild extravagance of popular license 
and insubordination." 

Melusina, rather startled at this sally, was 
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going to retort, when Thekla smiling at Fedora's 
air of indignation, said, '' Leave her to me ; I 
will put my sister's ideas in order in a very short 
time, when she shall have passed this most im- 
portant birthday of her life/' 

Melusina remained silent, but indemnified 
herself for her forbearance by a very satirical 
curl of the lip ; she shortly afterwards entered 
into conversation with me, and far from trying 
to lead me — as had often been the case— -into 
admiration of her talent, by a quick succession 
of witty observations made to display her know- 
ledge of the world, or by flippant remarks upon 
the society of the court, or of the various 
travellers that were received there, — a style in 
which she excelled — she now seemed anxious to 
gain my good opinion in another way, and talked 
soberly, and sensibly, if truly, of herself and 
her possible prospects in life. 

This, indeed, was very like throwing out an in. 
vitation to me to come rather nearer to the point 
about Conrad, than I was quite prepared to do at 
that time — she said, that at home, she never got 
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any advice respecting an establishment, which she 
must hope for some day or other — except such 
as related to the mere material or social advan- 
tages of whatever parti her mother took it into 
her head to discuss from time to time. That 
she was in want of motherly counsel more than 
of interested recommendation; in short, she 
talked so good, for the occasion, that I could 
hardly believe it was the giddy, flirting, Melusina, 
who was gently appealing to me for balm for a 
wounded soul, — for it almost amounted to that. 
It is always a case of considerable delicacy to 
give advice to a young person in opposition, 
however slight, to her own parent ; and I was 
particularly desirous not to interfere with the 
maternal rights of the Countess von Sohran. 
Nor was I suflBciently convinced of the candour 
of either mother or daughter, to feel sure that 
my advice — had I any to give — would be as 
well received as it might be well intentioried. 
And, moreover, my own son was too nearly 
concerned in what might prove to be a little 
scheme of both mother and daughter, to allow 
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me to plunge into such a troubled water without 
much consideration. I fortunately avoided the 
difficulty, by assxuing Melusina that I should 
ever be ready to give her friendly advice ; but 
that I did not conceive it possible that any case 
could arise, in which a lady so prudent, and so 
sagacious as her own mother, could not help her 
equally weU. I added that, if hitherto her 
mother had given her counsel applicable to the 
external circumstances of life alone, it was pro- 
bable that she did but wait for her daughter's 
confidence to say more — and that without confi- 
dence between mother and child, no home could 
be endurable. 

The announcement of dinner at that moment, 
put a stop to the conversation ; but after dinner, 
when Melusina again begged to be excused, ac- 
companying the young Princesses, and asked my 
permission to take a copy of my son's portrait, I 
could not help thinking on what had passed, and 
feeling in some degree interested in her artistic 
remarks, while employed in the rapid and dever 

sketch she soon succeeded in accomplishing. I 
VOL. I. Q 
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iras indeed then Toluntanly detained by hear 
side, but I certainly made no observation from 
which she could draw any inference as to my 
aentiments, not even, when on dosing her sketdi 
book, while, for the 6rsttime taking her eyes oflf 
the original, she exclaimed-^ 

** Well, Countess, I must confess, as an artist, 
that of all the portraits I have copied for pleasure 
or for study, none was ever so satisfactory to me 
as this — ^What a pose I — ^What colour ! — ^What 
expression ! — Such perfect likeness, too ! — ^It is 
poetry and reality united I " 

How, on hearing this said, with an air cer- 
tainly of genuine feeUng, could a mother's heart 
remain quite insensible? Answer, I know I 
made none ; but I confess this sally gave me 
matter for serious reflection. 

Meantime, the happy Fedora took off Thekla 
to see her various pet animals, for with the 
usual instinct of youth and love, she had early 
found that still life was not sufficient to awaken 
an interest in her heart. How early do children, 
especially giris, find it necessary to love some- 
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thicig that can, even if it do not, love them : their 
love must ever look for a return. 

Fed(»« had, as I have brfore mentioned, her 
poney carriage, which she had learnt to drive 
very much to her own satisfaction ; and nothing 
would serve but she must take her sister a drive 
in it. This was, of course, partly to show her 
own skill, and partly to ensure a little private 
conversation, the sum of which was a repetition 
of the desires already expressed, for her birthday 
enjoyments. 

They returned considerably later than the time 
I had prescribed for them, laden with such mon- 
strous bouquets of fresh wild flowers, that Thekla 
and her maid of honour could not carry more 
than half of them home to town. 

Thither they departed, leaving me on the whole 
pleased with their visit ; though I could not but 
see the danger to Conrad's happiness in the wild 
attachment of Melusina. I could not wonder 
that Conrad, with all his advantages, should be 
looked upon as one of the most desirable matches 
in our capital ; I could not, a^sr a mother, feel 
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otherwise than gratified at the impression he 
seemed to make on every one who became 
acquainted with him ; yet I wished him, above 
all things, not to make a hasty marriage. His 
father's advice to me on this subject, was never 
absent from my mind, and I had often repeated 
it to my son. " Never," said he, " if you live 
to see Conrad established in life, suffer him, if 
you can prevent it, to marry a person inferior in 
character — in principles — to himself 

Now, as to Mademoiselle von Sohran; 
though her talents might be equal to those of 
Conrad, I could not bring myself to acknowledge 
that in high feeling, or in moral principle, she was 
not greatly his inferior. Yet, mingled with 
these feelings came other and more pleasurable 
matter for my thoughts. Thekla's own charac- 
ter had come out so favourably since her ming- 
ling with the world, while she had lost nothing 
of the freshness of youth, that it was to me a 
source of unfailing gratification to see the fruits 
of my care and attention acknowledged by all 
who approached her. Not a particle of selfish 
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nessy or of hauteur^ interfered to alloy her 
naturally good disposition--mo pride— no seeking 
after frivolous pleasures or idle expenses which 
so often beset the youth of royal persons— -ever 
seemed come across her. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



Of tlw hente tfaii dailf 

Of tlw tens tiuii boadj &II, 
Of tlie maajt rnanj teonbleB o€ fife^ 

Tlai gnere Uns OKtiilj bdB, 
DHOMe and Hm^er, and Pun and Want, 

But now I draunft o€ tliem all! 



Tlie woands I mj^ik Iwe 

Tike Innnan wamm and amait! 
And jei it neverwaa in mj aonl 

To play ao in a pait : 
But evil 18 moi^^it by mnfc cf Tliosfg^it^ 

Aa wdl aa wwai o€ Heart! 

Thohab Hood. 



At length the wished for, the impatient^ ex- 
pected birtii-day airived; and Fedon with all 
Ae ardour and sanguine anticqiation of youth 
awoke reaify some, nay, many, degrees happier 
for feeling herself a whde year older since yester- 
day. 

According to previous anangementi I drove 
into town with her to an earty hreakfiist in 
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Princess Thekla's apartments at the palace ; 
and afterwards joined the Duke and the rest of 
his court at the garden-gate of the royal resi- 
dence. 

There we found, in waiting, a beautiful 
Arabian horse, just the creature in point of size, 
temper, colour and spirit that suited Fedora^s 
ideas of perfection — and it may be said, by the 
way, that she had very precise ideas, according 
to the notions of thirteen, of what perfection 
should be in every thing. Her father placed 
her himself upon her new charger, and she took 
the opportunity of impressing an adSectionate 
and grateful kiss upon his forehead, unperceived, 
save by Thekla and myself. Nothing could look 
prettier than she did in her new Amazonian 
riding-habit, with a hat and drooping plume, h 
VAnglmse^ a feshion lately introduced into 
Germany by way of Hanover. She held in her 
hand a little riding-whip of some fine Oriental 
horn or cane — ^I forget which, — a present from 
Melusina, headed by a polished agate hook — 
something quite new from Vienna, or Paris, 
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which MUe. de Sohraa had begged to offdr as 
a welcome to the larger world in which she ¥ms 
that day to appear. Thekla, on her chesnut 
Barb, and Fedora on her Arabian, named on 
the spot by her, Zelmire, made the prettiest 
pair in youth, beauty and animation that I have 
ever been happy enough to see. 

Prince Peter and his suite, — Count Pavloff, 
several newly arrived strangers, and o£5cers who 
were invited to attend the Duke, pressed for- 
ward to accompany them. 

Conrad was there, of course, as aid-de-camp to 
the Duke, and by virtue of that office followed 
nearest to the ducal party. Mdusina rode a jet 
black horse. I was weQ mounted upon a hand- 
some bay mare, which the Duke was kind enough 
to select purposely for me on the occasion, and 
kept my place as near to the young Princesses 
as possible. Count Pavloff rode by my side, and 
was enthusiastic in his praises of both the sisters* 
He was on that day particularly struck with 
the liveliness and decision of Fedora, to whom, 
as being the heroine of the f£te, rather move 
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attention and compliments were paid on all sides 
than I should like to have seen often repeated 
to a child of her age. 

It has happened to me more than once to see 
pretty and lively girls of very tender age draw 
off the attention of men from young ladies, every 
way their superiors, by the sole attraction of 
novelty, and the singularity of the thing. I did 
not wish such a trial for Fedora — 1 knew too 
well the innate tendency to vanity in our sex, to 
expose her to the allurements of flattery at so 
early a period. 

'^ You astonish me with your daughter's 
riding/' said Prince Peter to the Duke. 

^^ I am astonished myself," returned the Duke; 
"for Fedora has never ridden anything larger 
than a pony, and she has dready the seat fitted 
for a tall horse." 

** Oh !" interrupted Fedora, " I have always 
thought I should ride a horse like this some 
day ; and now my father has given me the very 
dear creature I wished for." 

" Indeed, Princess, the Duke must have had 
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some trouble to find so fine a lady's horse» and 
so smtable a charger for you." 

Fedora turned to Count Favloff, and said, 

*' Is a charger the right hocse for a. lady ?" 

^'That depends a Kttle on the skill and 
courage of the lady that rides him.*' 

*^ Do you know^ with Zebnire, I could ride 
over the world — ^to Russia even, I think, some 
day or other/' 

" We should be glad to see your Hi^ness 
there, with or without Zdmire.'* 

^* I do so wish to travel ; I do not think 
Thekla would like it half as much as I should ; 
at least, such a long journey as that would be." 

" Your Highness seems really to think Russia 
le bout du monde.^^ 

^^ I consider it one end of the World, and 
Prance the other." 

'* Well," said Pavloff, your Highness may not 
be wrong in a poUtical sense, at least." 

^' Oh, I hate politics ! I only know what the 
Marquis de Rambouillac, the French hnigri, 
said last week, that France was perishing by 
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reform at the wrong end; white Russia was 
throwing away ber young strength, for want of 
refiovm at the right one.'* 

" True," replied Psvloff, $otfo noce. 

The party now mixed more freely together : 
and Mehisma. who rode bf the aiide of Conrad, 
attracted my notice by the unusual degree of 
timidity which she exhibited. Knowing her to 
be a reaUy good horsewoman, I suspected it to 
be merely a ruse to secure a greater share of his 
attention. The Duke and Prince Peter rode on 
either side of Thdda ; and the fearless Fedora, 
perfectly at home upon b^ spirited steed, glanced 
from one party to the other ; sometimes riding 
soberly by the side of my steady bay mare, susid 
ever and anon deserting me and Count Pavloff, 
to ride up to her father, and gave her opinion 
in the most off-hand mann€iv^-gread|y to his and 
Thekla's amusement. 

Countess von S5hran and her friend, the 
Russian Countess Donnensbei]^, foUowed in cut 
of the royal carriages, and did not escape a con- 
siderable degree of remairk on the part of the 
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public. Some of their loud observations unin- 
tentially reached me ; and, fearing that I might 
have to answer in pure ignorance some incon- 
venient questions on the part of certain of my 
fiiends, not generally weQ informed on court 
matters, I thought it time to acquaint mysdf 
with a little of what I might be called on to 
impart to others. I, therefore, hazarded a 
question to Count Favloff, as to what the exact 
position of Countess Donnersberg at the Russian 
court might be. 

** Is it possible/* answered he, with a look of 
great surprise, " that you are not aware — " 

At that very moment a salvo of artillery pro- 
claimed the commencement of Fedora's own 
review : the blaze of the musketry arrested our 
attention, and the roar of the cannon drowned 
the soxmd of his further words, which were lost 
upon me. 

My eyes turned involuntarily to the two dear 
sisters, Thekla and Fedora ; the latter was ab- 
sorbed in attention to the manoeuvres which now 
began in good earnest. I heard the Duke giving 
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orders in rather a loud mce, and instantly the 
cavalry making a charge across the plain in 
front of the position in which the court party 
were placed, made a sudden halt, and wheeled 
round in front of the Duke and Prince Peter, 
whom they saluted in true military style. 

The Duke, who was anxious to show his 
favowite regiment to Prince Peter, had ordered 
them to approach nearer than was usual before 
halting and making their salute. This evolution, 
it seemed, was accompanied by a greater con- 
fusion than ought to have been the case ; the 
noise appeared to me deafening, and I was 
especially alarmed to see that Thekla's charger, 
which, though certainly not the hero of a 
hundred fights, had hitherto carried her patiently 
through a considerable number of reviews, began 
to exhibit signs of unusual impatience and ex- 
citement. 

This lasted for some time. At every renewal 
of the platoon-firing the nervous animal seemed 
ready to bound afresh from the rank in which 
he stood. At last, another rattling charge and a 



254 THB BOTAL SISTERS ; OR, 

find mJvd of artaiery made him quite UBgovern- 
able. His mistress, unable to restrain him, kept 
her seat admirably : at length, he darted forward, 
plunged frantically across the field, and narrowly 
escaping the danger of rushing headlong into a 
squadron of dragoons, whose captain seebg what 
had occurred, had presence of mind to keep his 
men perfectly still, he made straight towards the 
river A — , which, though not visible from the 
spot where the review took place, was, as every 
one knew, immediately behind the fringe of 
willows and poplars that skirted the plain in 
that direction. The alarm and confusion that 
spread amongst that entire assembly may be 
easily imagined. Every heart throbbed — everyone 
seemed at a loss to know how best to act, or 
what next to do. The first tbat gallopped for- 
ward was Conrad ; who, with great presence of 
mind, instead of pursuing the frightened steed 
and thereby increasing the peril of the rider, 
turned his horse in an oblique direction, and 
endeavoured to head his course by meeting him 
on the river's bank. He was just in time to see 
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with dismay the infuriated animal plunge madly 
into the stream, where the strong current turned 
him completely round, and bore him into a 
dangerous eddy, in which he momentarily dis- 
appeared. The agony which Conrad endured 
on seeing the horse rise to the surface without 
the ill-fated Thekla, is indescribable ; an instant 
after she rose above the water, her long fair hair 
falling about her face, her hands clasped together 
above her head, with a faint voice calling, '' Save 
me, oh, save me, father !" when the Duke, who 
had then reached the bank, threw himself into the 
waters just as Thekla again disappeared beneath 
them. AU was despair and bewildered confu- 
sion, till Count Pavloff perceiving the Duke 
struggling in vain against the current swollen by 
the heavy thunderstorm of the preceding day, 
threw himself into the riven 

Conrad, meanwhile, had ridden much further 
down the stream ; where, throwing off his 
clothes, with the experience of a practised 
swimmer, he was in an instant stemming the 
boisterous current, and making a last effort to 



1 
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save the sinkiDg Thekla. He well knew all the 
depths and sinuosities of the stream — which he 
had early been familiar with in boating and 
bathing, from his very childhood. He knew 
that in one spot, where after rain it was most 
impetuous, the circling whirlpool was sure to 
bring anything that lay within its power a 
second time into shallow water, and at that 
moment only would it be possible to rescue 
Thekla from a watery grave. But he knew, that 
unless he reached her at the very moment, the 
hapless girl would be suffocated, even within the 
reach of safety, or, perhaps, be drawn back into 
the stream to perish urecoverably. 

He swam straight towards this hollow or 
eddy, therefore, and seizing the right moment 
with admirable coolness and judgment, as the 
body of the Princess was borne past him, clasped 
the lifeless form in his arms, and with vigorous 
struggles, maintained his own footing in the 
shallow water until the receding current enabled 
him to land his insensible burden on the oppo- 
site bank, where, nearly exhausted himself, he 
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yet ascertained, with deep thankfulnesSi life 
would still be restored to the precious being he 
held in his arms, and who would owe it, under 
God, to his efforts. 

The Duke, who had plunged into the water 
inconsiderately, still wearing his heavy uniform, 
and who was, besides, not a very practised 
swimmer, was rescued with some difficulty by 
Count Pavloff ; and from the opposite side of the 
river saw, with what feelings may be conceived, 
the success which had crowned the more judi- 
cious help of Conrad. Prince Peter, not able 
to contribute any assistance, leant, pale and 
cadaverous from fear, against the nearest tree : 
Melusina, on seeing the Princess's, or as it was 
afterwards asserted, Conrad^s danger, fainted on 
the bank ; where, for some time, she met with 
neither attention nor assistance. Fedora would 
have thrown herself into the river also, had I 
not forcibly restrained her. 

Conrad, as he told me afterwards, had no 

sooner landed the insensible form of bur dearest 

Thekla, than it struck him so much time would 
VOL I. R 
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be lost ere it were possible for any of the court 
party to come round by the nearest bridge, at least 
a mile off, that he must look for other help. 
He saw a peasant at work within call ; and with 
his help he bore his charge to a cottage not far 
off, inhabited by a fisherman and his family. 
The man's wife, a poor, but ,very decent-looking 
woman, immediately prepared her bed, hard but 
clean, to receive the inanimate Princess, and set 
herself to work actively in rubbing her stiffened 
limbs and bathing her temples, until the sufferer 
appeared gradually to revive. There we found 
them, the Duke and I ; Conrad chafing the hands 
of the Princess, who was beginning to recover 
a little of her faculties, but feebly and painfully, 
as one in a dream. The fisherman had brought 
his little boat to our assistance : for the Duke, 
despatching the rest of the party for more effi- 
cient help to come round in the carriage, as 
much as to conceal the deep emotion under 
which he laboured, had allowed no one but me 
to accompany him. I thought he would have 
fallen to earth— so powerfully did his fedings 
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overwhelm him — ^when he first entered the hum- 
ble abode of poverty where lay his daughter; the 
heiress to his wealth and honours ; the child, cer- 
tainly, of his warmest affections, hovering be- 
tween life and death. 

He embraced her fervently, and then folded 
Conrad to his heart — calling him his deliverer, 
and was so deeply affected that I felt glad that 
Thekla's senses had not yet sufliciently recovered 
their acuteness to be perfectly aware of what 
was passing around. The peasants, however 
they may have been startled at the exalted rank 
of their guests, did not the less continue, under 
my directions, to afford the necessary succours 
to Thekla. Hans Ejraus and his wife, Clarchen, 
were honest, but very poor people, and they 
gave willingly the little assistance they could to 
such a case of distress as they saw brought 
before them. Accustomed to help their poor 
neighbours in all these trials, so common to the 
state of poverty in which they existed, these poor 
but right-minded people gave no signs of vulgar 
wonder or base greed on hearing, from those 
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around them, the real rank of the royal suf- 
ferer. 

They acted towards her as they would have 
done to one of their own band, with kind and 
Christian charity. 

Besides the fisherman and his wife, two small 
and sickly chSdren occupied a little crib in the 
cottage — poor things ! they were moaning with 
ague as the imwonted visitors entered their abode; 
but they stilled their cries with astonishment, at 
the sight of the unknown feces and voices around 
them ; and, afterwards, when my fears for my 
darling child being in some degree appeased, I 
visited the bedside of the little innocents, to see 
if I could devise anything for their relief; they 
put their tiny hands in mine and prayed God to 
help, the beautiful, sick lady, who seemed like 
some fairy vision to their weak, suffering eyes, as 
she lay on their mother's bed beside theoL I 
must not fbiget here to record, that the Duke, 
who had, probably, nevor in his life seen such a 
spectacle of human want and suffoing as hoe 
presented itsdf before him in munistakafak 
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characters, did not fail to reward most generously, 
these poor people, and promised to take care of 
their children,* We were soon joined by some 
of the royal carriages, which were driven round 
by a bridge about a mile higher up the river to 
the spot where Thekla lay. 

Prince Peter, whose emotion, it is but justice 
to add, seemed very great on hearing of the 
Princess's safety, assisted her father in placing 
Thekla in one of them, as soon as she could be 
moved with safety ; I accompanied her ; and the 
Duke mounting his horse, rode by the side of 
the carriage which slowly conveyed her to the 
residence. Before leaving the cottage, however, 
he took Conrad's hand, and pressing it to his 
heart, thanked him before all present as the pre- 
server of his child. 

On our arrival at the palace, Thekla was im- 
mediately conveyed to bed ; and the court physi- 
cian as well as the leiib medicus, both of whom 



* This promise would have been faithfully performed, but, alas, 
in this case, help came too late, disease and privation had abready 
sapped the constitutions of these unfortunate little ones. They 
died shortly after our visit to the cottage ; but the Duke's bounty 
did much for the future comfort of the afflicted parents. 
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were in attendancCi declared that no serious con- 
sequences were to be apprehended, provided 
strict quietness was enforced. I remained with 
her that night, and took care that no other inmate 
of the palace should approach her. The town was 
in an uproar, and I was fearful of some weU- 
meant, but noisy demonstration being made by 
the public, in testimony of their concern at the 
accident, and of their joy at her escape. But 
Thekla had already made herself so beloved by 
the people that, whatever might have been in 
their heads or in their hearts, it gave way to a 
hint from one of the court officers, that such a 
proceeding would be ill-timed, and perhaps hurt- 
ful to the object of their solicitude. The Duke, 
attended by Conrad, shewed himself on the bal- 
cony, and was loudly cheered, as was Conrad 
himself, when he appeared in the street; still wet 
and reeking with the mud of the river. 

After a few hours* repose — it was still early in 
the day — it was resolved the court dinner should 
still take place, in spite of Thekla's unavoidable 
absence : and, indeed, of mine, as I could not 
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leave her. This was a damper to Fedora's 
happiness ; who, generous and open-hearted as 
she was, had rested her chief pleasure on the 
hopes of sharing it with her sister. I was 
myself, too, not a little sorry to lose the oppor- 
tunity of seeing her first appearance in public 
life. 

The consequence, however, was, that Fedora, 
being alone in her glory, shone as the Queen of 
the Feast ; and what with the novelty of the 
thing, and the excitement of the morning, was, 
as I was told, in briUiant spirits during the 
whole of the dinner. Her being able to appear 
to such advantage was in great measure owing 
to the kind good*sense of Count Pavloff ; under 
whose charge I had been forced to leave her in 
the morning, when called away by Thekla's 
accident He had soothed her fears and kept 
up her spirits, when under the greatest alarm 
for her sister, and had succeeded in quieting the 
nervous excitement to which her youth and 
eager temperament naturally exposed her. The 
dinner — or I may say to those who know what 



264 TBE ROTAL SISTERS; OR, 

a German Court dinner is — the ceremony — 
ended — the whole court, after taking their coflFee, 
repaired io the Opera. As the Duke led his 
young daughter into the royal box, the whole 
audience rose to receive them with loud and 
hearty cheers ; Fedora, with perfect grace and 
self-possession, returned the most gracious bows, 
and excited great curiosity and interest about 
the house. All were charmed with her life and 
youthful beauty, combined with great dignity of 
manner ; her hair was dressed in the wished-for 
womanly style, which made her look more 
formed than she really was ; and this, combined 
with a most beautiful new dress, inspired her — 
she afterwards told me, child-like — with high 
confidence in herself. She made frequent livdy 
remarks to her father on the performance as it 
proceeded, and appeared to the public as if filling 
a place already long prepared for her. 

Countess Donnersberg was pleased to make 
sundry remarks upon her to Prince Peter ; who 
listened to them father gloomily, and appeared 
somewhat out of humour — though for what 



PICTURES OP A COURT. 265 

reason no one could guess, as he had not — to 
anybody's knowledge — wetted as much as his 
feet in the morning's adventure. He was heard 
to answer, " Yes, yes, Countess " — and as the 
lady was known to have observed, rather audibly, 
"Too forward, too forward for her age" — it 
was conjectured among them who live upon 
court air, and feed upon court gossip, that their 

joint opinions were not quite favourable to poor 

• 

Fedora. 

Conrad did not appear at the opera ; nor did 
Malusina de Sohran. She had been suffering 
from repeated fainting fits ever since her return 
home ; ftnd her duty, under any circumstances, 
would have kept her in attendance upon Thekla. 
Fedora, havifig no court, appeared of course only 
as accompanying her father ; who, on account of 
my absence, and that of many other ladies, had 
summoned Countess Greffeinstein to be her lady 
in waiting, for the evening. Countess de Sohran, 
however, was present with Madame deDonners- 
berg. She, as well as the other lady, remarked the 
young Princess's self-possession, and were rather 
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surprised at the dignified reserve she seemed 
disposed to shew to all that party. The scene 
was not lost upon Count Pavloff, who confessed 
to me afterwards . his admiration of Fedora's 
spirit and aplomb ; at the same time that the 
exhibition of it in one so young and hitherto so 
untried, had in it something peculiarly piquante 
and amusing. 

In consequence of Thekla's indisposition, the 
delighted Fedora remained a week at the palace, 
to tend her beloved sister; and as Thekla's 
nerves had been considerably shaken by her 
accident, I found that the quiet, yet lively con- 
versation of Fedora had the best influence possible 
in bringing Thekla round again to a calm and 
satisfactory state of health. 

At the end of a week, Thekla being quite con- 
valescent, I returned with Fedora to Brunners- 
dorf, quite happy to bring back the dear child, 
although a trifle unwilling, to a routine of useful 
ttnd regular employment. 

So we went on for some time, until oiu* quiet 
lives were broken in upon by the rumour that 
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a great event was to be officially communicated : 
a letter from the Duke himself, at the same time, 
confidentially informing me of the fact, beyond 
all manner of doubt. 

This event, alas I was no other than the pub- 
lic announcement of the future mamage of 
Thekla to Prince Peter ; which, though now first 
proclaimed to the world at large, was not to take 
place immediately. The mysterious Countess 
Donnersberg, as if influenced by this intelligence, 
suddenly left the Residency; — Prince Peter; 
himself, though abounding in love (court love), 
quitted us at the same time, not to return, it 
was reported, before six months, when he would 
come in person to daim his illustrious bride. At 
this same moment, the whole co\u*t was astonished 
by an instance of the remarkable way in which 
one idea leads to another. Two elderly turtle- 
doves, immediately on hearing of the betroth- 
ment of the Princess Thekla officially announced, 
made an almost equally formal declaration of 
their own similar intentions. 

The Hof-Marschall von Fipps proclaimed his 
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approaching marriage with the Chanoinesse, 
Countess von Grieffenstein. 

They were duly and quickly verlobty (no time, 
indeed, was to be lost), and Melusina von S6hran 
had — there was no doubt — actually been the 
cause of winding up, to a satisfactory condusion, 
a sentimental passion of thirty years' standing^^— 
and that, too, before she had succeeded in accom- 
plishing anything of the kind for herself. 

The Duke made magnificent presents on the 
occasion, to his two old and faithful servants, and 
laughed heartily with Madame de Sohran and 
Melusina at the wonderful talent for match- 
making which had been betrayed by the young 
lady in bringing to • pass an inclination of such 
uncommonly old standing as that between the 
two elderly lovers — a passion which would never 
have gathered strength to break through their 
natural shyness, had it not been for her good 
offices ; and ended by saying, he sincerely wished 
she might soon follow their good example. This, 
I was given to understand, was thought might 
have been suggested by a knowledge of Melu» 
sina's views with regard to Conrad. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Love is not love, 

Which altera when it alteration finds, 

Or bends with the remover to remove : 

O, no ; it is an ever-fixed mark, 

That looks on t^npests and is never shaken ; 

It is the star to every wandering bark. 

Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken, 

Love's not time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks 

Within his bending sickle's compass come ; 

Love altera not with his brief houra and weeks, 

But bean it out even to the edge of doom. 

Shakssfbabb. 



The intended nuptials of Princess Thekia 
had been officially announced to me by the Duke 
himself, and I hardly knew whether to rejoice^ 
or be sorry for the intelligence. It was certainly 
not exactly the marriage I should have chosen 
for her ; but considering that choice has little to 
do with royal alliances, and less than people 
suppose with many private ones, I reconciled 
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myself to it as well as I could. There were 
many reasons why it should please the Duke 
and the country^ and it might possibly be the 
means of producing some political benefit to the 
then distracted state of Germany. It was a 
brilliant and lofty connexion ; and I knew 
Thekla's good sense to be proof against the 
danger of being spoiled by it ; while her high 
principles might elevate even her husband. 
With such thoughts my mind was fully occu- 
pied ; and I was not sorry, in the course of the 
next day, to receive a pressing note from the 
Princess, entreating me to visit her as soon as pos- 
sible : for that she had a great deal to say to me, 
upon the subject most important to herself. I 
wrote a hasty promise to spend the next morn- 
ing with Princess Thekla, and proceeded to take 
a long-promised drive with Fedora, to the cottage 
of Clarchen Kraus, the fisherman's wife. 

Fedora was delighted with the idea of paying 
the good woman a visit ; and with her warm 
and eager hecd't, full of possible and impossible 
schemes for benefiting the poor family, she 
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gratified me the whole drive by the earnest 
manner in which she recommended a number 
of plans for my approval. I tried, and I hope 
succeeded in convincing her that it was of no 
real service to persons in that sphere of life, to 
be brought too prominently forward by a lucky 
accident which brings them into notice* 

" Do, then, all the material good you please," 
I said, ^'but keep them to their station. 
Thekla will employ Clarchen as needlewoman, 
and give her a comfortable lodging, with the 
assurance of being placed above want for the 
rest of her life. Her husband will be in the 
out-door service of the Duke — in the stable — 
the forest — or the gamekeeper's department: 
they, will be happier so with the good outfit 
which 1 know Thekla means to provide for them, 
than by being brought into the household, to 
which they are not accustomed." 

" But," cried Fedora warmly^ ^ can we do too 
much for them ?" 

"Yes, by putting them in an unsuitable 
position. Either they will be themselves disap- 
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pointed at the failure they are sure to experience, 
or, if blind to it themselves^ they will disappoint 
you/' 

While discussing these points, which all ought 
to study who have it in their power to confer 
benefits on those below them in life, we arrived 
at the cottage. We found the honest couple in 
every way worthy the notice of the ducal family, 
and full of gratitude for the kind intentions 
manifested towards them. They were composed, 
but not elated, for sorrow had stricken them ; 
they led us in silence to the grave of their poor 
children who had fallen victims to the ague, 
which created yearly ravages among all the 
peasantry that dwelt on the river-bank. We lefk 
with them some useful presents for the moment, 
which Fedora's care had provided, and with good 
wishes, and an appointment to appear at the 
palace on the ensuing Sunday — when the Duke, 
who on that day received every one who came 
to petition him, without reference to rank or 
position, would himself place them under the 
respective officers of the establisment — we re- 
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turned home enriched with the grateful thanks 
of this deserving famfly. 

On our return to Brunnersdorf, we found 
that Count Pavloff had passed the gate half an 
hour before, and had left word with the porter 
that he would call again on his return from his 
tide. I gave orders that he should be admitted ; 
and it was not long ere he made his appearance. 

He talked much and confidentially to me 
about the marriage ; and spoke with a mixture 
of earnestness and reserve, which gave the idea 
thtit he wished to say more than he dared to 
impart. It was evident that he did not think 
Prince Pete's character at all suited to my 
favourite Thekla: I knew that he had a de- 
servedly high opinion of her merits, and was 
not surprised that he should declare he knew 
hardly any one good enough for a Princess of 
sudi distinguished virtue and accomplishments. 
After a short silence, Count Pavloff then in- 
formed me he had been sent for by his court, 
with orders to return immediately to Russila : 

VOL I. s 



274 THE ROYAL SISTERS; OR, 

and that he knew that it was at the express 
desire of the Empress, who was deeply interested 
in the marriage. 

** It is true/' he said, " the position of Prince 
Peter is brilliant ; his mother, the Grand Duchess 
Ulrica, is herself of a royal house ; and his father, 
the late Grand Duke, was, as you know, not far 
removed, as a collateral or cognate, as we call it 
in diplomacy, from the succession to the Imperial 
throne. On the other side (that of his mother) 
the King of S — , his uncle, died two years ago — 
his cousin, the present King, is in iU-he^th ; and 
his son, the Prince Royal, fell a victim to the 
cholera in the spring of last year. Prince Peter 
is therefore heir-presumptive to the crowq of 
S — , with very near expectations on the Russian 
side, also. It is, therefore, no wonder that the 
Russian court interest themselves in the young 
Prince's marriage, particularly, as hitherto he has 
himself been averse to any proposition his family 
have made to him. I need not tell you*' he 
continued, " whose wily influence has been em- 
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ployed to bring about this match. The Sohran 
family are, as you know, only too much connected 
with the Russian court, and a clever mother and 
daughter are too useful instruments to be neg- 
lected by such deep politicians as the Empress 
and her party." 

"Do you infer, then, that the young lady, 
Melusina, had some part to play in the drama ?*' 

" Unconsciously, perhaps, but she played it 
the better for that. The mother — ^you know 
where her power lies — she, alone, conducted the 
intrigue, and merely directed her daughter to 
discourage in Princess Thekla's mind the idea of 
any alliance until this project should be finally 
disposed of one way or another.** 

" I understand ; but I think she had an easy 
task with one so artless, so little given to 
romance or ambition as our Princess/' 

" I trust so ; but the Countess worked upon 
the ambition of the father ; and you know the 
Duke's foible for rank and grandeur/' 

" She has been but too successful ; but tell 
me, Count, what do they say ? what, indeed can 
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they know of Thekia in Russia ? if truly reported 
my darling cannot but be well-spoken of every- 
where," 

^* Princess Thekia has been reported as deli- 
cate in health, and not strong enough to support 
the Russian climate, or to go through the 
laborious ceremonies of that stately, but most 
fatiguing coiurt. She certainly appears to have 
a less vigorous constitution than her sister ; and 
that, I know, was the Grand Duchess's report to 
the Empress " — here he exchanged with me a 
glance of much significance; — ^^ health and 
strength,** he continued, " are points greatly ^in- 
sisted upon for the annual parades and cere- 
monies that will be expected of her." 

^'And what was the opinion of the Grand 
Duchess, herself, after her incognita visit here ?'' 

Count Pavloff smiled as he replied to this 
very straightforward question of mine, but with- 
out denial of the feet. 

^^ On the whole, she agreed with her' son in 
his choice : she well knows how necessary it is 
for a country in such a demi-civilised state as 
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ours is, to have a perfectly polished and amiable 
lady in the highest position at court ; and both 
she and the Empress understood how narrowly 
they are scrutinized by Europe as to manners 
and exterior graces. I know that she expressed 
herself to the effect that, though Princess Fedora 
might have more genius and decision of character, 
yet those were qualities to avoid, not to seek for, 
in the future spouse of a Russian Grand Duke ; 
besides. Fedora is young — we should have to 
^Taiw • . • . 

" I understand you — they look to the future, 
— the succession is a matter of the highest 
importance. Well, I will not enter into that ; 
but tell me, Count, will Thekla be happy in that 
family ? Is the temper of her future mother-in- 
law as severe as is reported ?'' 

" Alas !" he replied, " I can give you little 
comfort on that score. Haughty and imperious, 
her pride will always support her daughter-in- 
law in public, you may be sure of that ; but it 
win not be smooth work in private." 
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" After ally they may not live much together ; 
and forms go far to satisfy the requirements of 
royal minds, as I very well know.'* 

*' Yes : but then I fear there is not much to 
fall back upon in the character of her husband. 
Prince Peter has been very dissipated — ^he is now 
far quieter than he used to be ; but if he is more 
rigU in his conduct, it is not from principle. He 
is now much struck with, and really attached to 
the Princess ; he is certainly on his good be- 
haviour. It seems to me like an impossibility 
that, after having once loved so amiable a crea- 
ture as Princess Thekla, he should ever love her 
less. She, at least, will not change, and may 
exercise a high influence over him.'' 

'^ God grant that it may be so !" I replied. 

Count Pavloff made no further observation ; 
and we remained some minutes absorbed in re- 
flections, which the subject of our interview could 
not fail to suggest, although neither of us broke 
silence. At length, the Count, starting from 
his reverie, took an abrupt, but warm and 



PICTURES OF A COURT, 279 

almost affectionate leave of me— requesting only 
to be allowed to say a word of respectful 
adieu to Princess Fedora, to which I readily 
assented. 

I led the way to our salon ; where we found 
her occupied with copying some good prints of 
Oriental costumes, Arabs on horseback,Calmucks 
in their tents, &c. — a style of subject towards 
which her taste evidently inclined. 

Count Pavloff addressed himself to Fedora, 
with that tact which never deserts a man bred 
up to coiut and diplomatic society — such as it 
then was — far more highly polished than what I 
have seen in later years : — he approached the 
young Princess with all the deference due to her 
rank, but spoke with the gentle ease which her 
youth and the previous intimacy to which — on 
a childish footing — ^he had been admitted, might 
be held to warrant. 

*' Is it true, Count, that we are so soon to 
lose you ? " said Fedora. 

" Yes, Princess ; I am ordered back to Russia 
but I depart not without the hope of revisiting 
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this court, at which I have been so well re- 
ceived/' 

^' I hope you are not going to be promoted-^— 
somewhere else, I mean." 

^^ So little do I expect that honour, at present, 
that I came to ask your Higluiess's orders for 
anything agreeable that I can procure for you 
in Russia/' 

^^Pray do not bring me playthings/' said 
Fedora, archly. 

^* I think a young, high-bred Tartar pony 
would be the toy that I looight venture to 
offer • • • . ' 

^'Oh, how delightful! oh, mutterchen, will 
not that be charming ? I know your ponies of 
the steppes are equal to any of our horses, in fleet- 
ness, and will beat Thekla's horse, any day," 
she exclaimed, joyously. 

" Yes, my dear," I said ; " I cannot object to 
such a plaything as that. 3ut bow comes it, 
Fedora, that after ridiqg a tall horse on that 
memorable day, you condescend to think of a 
pony ? " 
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"Oh, but it is to be a Tartar pony, you 
know; — or a Circassian, Count — ^is not that 
better?" 

" I dare say, Princess, that I can meet with 
eith^ race, during the tour I intend making to 
the South of Russia, as soon as I have paid my 
respects to the coiurt/' 

Fedora, delighted at the prospect, however 
distant, of having a steed, that she was sure 
would be the admiration and envy of our capital, 
was profuse in her thanks to Count Favloff for 
his offer; whilst he, not less amused by her 
natural earnestness of manner, took leave of us 
with a mingled expression of smiles and sadness 
that greatly affected me. 

I had now seen much of Count Pavloff : his 
pleasing manners, and deep good sense and good 
feeling upon aU subjects which had formed the 
topics of conversation during our acquaintance, 
had made a singular impression on me. There 
was, also, a degree of kindness and interest in his 
intercourse with us that passed the common 
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bounds of civflity between strangers-indeed. I 
had long ceased to consider him as one. He 
seemed above all concerned for the success of 
my educational cares for Fedora, and scarcely 
less for the happiness of Thekla ; which he knew 
would be the crowning reward of my years of 
pains-taking and solicitude in her behalf. All 
this was so different from the finished but 
common-place polish of a Russian courtier, 
that it became more and more a mystery to me. 
These ideas, and the strange confidence that the 
Count had placed in me as to the views of his 
court respectmg the marriage of Princess Thekla, 
and the dose scrutiny of which that unsuspecting 
young creature was the object, filled me with 
melancholy apprehensions for her future hap- 
piness. 

After a sleepless and anxious night, I went 
early in the day to see her at the palace. 

My first meeting with her whom I considered 
as my daughter, for whom I had formed so 
many mental plans, and poured forth so many 
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secret prayers, quite overset me. I could not 
refrain from tears as I pressed my dearest Thekla 
to my bosom. 

On her part, I was agreeably surprised to find 
more calmness than I had expected — which 
seemed a tacit reproach to me, for having 
allowed myself to be so completely mastered by 
my feelings. 

She kissed me most aflfectionately, and entered 
without reserve into the subject which had 
brought me to her. Her conversation was so 
thoroughly sensible, so free from all remains of 
childishness, and so plainly directed to the con- 
sideration of what were to be the duties of her 
new situation, that I was doubly gratified in 
finding so solid a foundation already laid for 
her future happiness, and in reflecting that these 
good principles had been established in her heart 
during the long years which she had passed 
under my roof. 

It could not be said that she was in love with 
Prince Peter ; yet his assiduous attentions had 
had the effect of giving her modest and unso 



284 THE BOTAii sisters; or, 

phisticated nature, a value in her own eyes 
to which she had hitherto heen blind. The 
shrinking, if the delicate shade resting on her 
sweet countenance could so be named, is not 
from him : it is the pang of leaving home 
which is her gentle sorrow. The new ideas 
which crowded upon Thekla's mind ; the fears 
of not succeeding in a new country, the hope of 
future happiness in a home of her own ; the 
preparations, the journey, the language which 
she must learn, the information she must obtain ; 
all was poured forth before me, in the certainty 
that she could confide her anxieties to no more 
friendly ear than mine. 

Thekla had been brought up in the ideas 
so strongly inculcated in the lesser as well as the 
greater German courts, that obedience is yet 
more the duty of the members of the sovereign's 
family than of the people themselves — rbecause in 
their case, it combines the implicit duty owed to 
a f&ther, with that due io the chief of the state. 

She had never ccoDisidered herself as free to 
make a choice independency of the views, her 
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father might have for her, which, she could not 
be ignorant, must be influenced by consideratons 
of state. 

Perfectly aware of this prejudiced, and to say 
truth, narrow-minded system of education, it had 
been my special task, unobserved, to modify, 
without venturing to counteract ,its tendencies. 
Thekla, persuaded that her father's affection 
would not press upon her an objectionable 
marriage, relied so much more on her father's 
judgment than on her own, that she never 
questioned the fitness of the match that was 
proposed to her. As for the selection being her 
own, that, poor girl, never entered her head. 
And, indeed, at that period, in Germany, it 
would be much the same case even in a private 
gentleman's family. She had not, therefore, the 
ordinary temptation to envy the lot of other young 
ladies by hearing of their loves or their marriages; 
every thing, allowing for difference of rank, went 
on much in the same way in every household. 

Of course I could not repeat to the Princess 
all the particulars I had heard from Oount 
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Pavloff, concerning the court and the society to 
which she was in future to belong. Such details^ 
imperfectly understood as they must have been, 
would only have served to terrify a naturally 
timid nature, and to shut the door to those 
lessons which are best, because gradually, taught 
by experience. I had enough to say, and to 
listen to, without touching on such doubtful 
topics. 

Thekla's chief piece of news to me was, that 
her £either had decided on taking her to Toplitz, 
as a change of air and scene, which might be of 
use to her after her accident, and the agitation 
she had lately undergone. 

I was not surprised at the plan, and was 
inclined to approve of it, although it must deprive 
me of some weeks of her society, which I was 
now, alas 1 on the eye of losing for ever — at 
least on the footing on which we had hitherto 
lived. 

I learnt that Prince Peter, and in all proba- 
bility his mother, would be there to meet them 
before they arrived. Thekla had, as yet, no 
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notion of the iTicognitay and expected to meet a 
perfect stranger. Melasma was to accompany 
her, and was in a perfect transport of joy at the 
prospect of a new and gay horizon which seemed 
toopenupon her after the circumscribed monotony 
of X — . Of her state of mind on this occasion, 
I had full opportunity of judging ; for, on one 
pretext or other, she was perpetually entering the 
Princess's boudoir-— and, unchecked by her, con- 
tinually interrupted our discourse with her ob- 
servations on the dress — equipage — attendants, 
&c., it would be necessary for the Duke and his 
daughter to take to Toplitz ; ever and anon 
she brought some joli chiffon to show me, which 
was to make an effective part of her own toilette ; 
and having the Almanac de Gotha by heart, she 
knew, beforehand, all the Durchlauchts, Fiirsts, 
and Erlauchts she was likely to meet there. 
Thekla seemed, or tried to seem amused-^I 
could hardly restrain my tears. 

At last I tore myself away from my darling 
child ; and as I traversed the ante-room, I was 
met by one of the Duke's pages who was coming 



'l 
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with a message to say his Highness particularly 
desired to see me in his private apartments — 
whither, of course, I immediately repaired. 

On reaching the salon, I was at once admitted, 
and received most cordially by the Duke. In a 
long conversation, which had chiefly reference to 
past occurrences; and which, I will say, en 
passant, was highly flattering to myself; he 
dwelt much on the prospects, which, as he 
thought, were opening for his daughter's happi- 
ness : to which I had little to reply, save by 
most sincere good wishes. Our ideas of married 
happiness, were, I was aware, too divergent 
for me to say more. I certainly believed in his 
affection for Thekla ; but I knew, also, that he 
thought a great match would, or ought, to make 
any princess happy. I could only pray that in 
this case it might be so. 

The Duke spoke affectionately of his daughter's 
health, and said he thought the journey to 
Toplitz would be of service to her. He continued 
with many warm expressions of esteem towards 
myself, that he knew it would have added greatly 
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to Thelda's pleasure if I could have accompanied 
her, but that he thought Fedora's education 
must be a paramount object, and one which at 
her age must undergo no interruptions. In aU 
this, I perfectly agreed ; but was at a loss to 
l^lderstand why the Duke should make so 
many apologies to me for what, he said, he 
knew must be a disappointment — ^until he 
casually said, 

*^ Your son, madam, will not be very long 
absent ; and he will have occasion in Bohemia 
to see many thing of great interest to a soldier, 
both in troops and in fortresses ; of which we 
have no examples here. He and two other aid- 
de-camps will accompany me." 

^' I was not aware, sire, that Conrad was to 
have the honour of being present on this occa- 
sion. 

The Duke smiled and said, 

" Young officers are not always so reserved ; 
it tells well for his prudence, at any rate. He 
received his orders yesterday, and I thought you 

VOL. I. T 
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night faav% henfd the ^&n9% tiMky^*^ n<y«vliere 
ebd, m my damghter^ apartment.'* 

It siiddiBtily filrack me ttiat tbe exuberant 
gaiety of Mekisuia must have been prompted by 
the prospedt of having Conrad's attentions 0x«- 
dusivdy devoted to herseif fbr the Best sst 
ifveeks — ^thoug^ I did not at all suppose tha;t i^e 
intended to devote heneU* i^xdusively to anf- 
body. 

** Yov Highness wffl iaaagine,^ I i^p'Ced, 
* ** that we talked of things more nearfy eoncem^ 
ing the dear ThekkrHn spile of Mile, von 
S6hran*s frequmt ej^des aboitft her dresses.^ 

'^Ah, I dare say ! Countess Mehisma intends 
to be very brilliant at Tojilitz ; as her mother 
has determmed to remain here, the yoimg lady 
mH rale supreme va toilettes, and a great deal 
besides." 

This was said smrlingly, and with an air of 
deprecation of my judgment on the score of this 
young lady's merits ; winch, however, met wWi 
no answering look of sympathy on my part, as I 
coolly rejoined, 
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** I was not aware, sire, that her mother ever 
controlled her much/' 

" Guiding is not esactiy controllmg/' repEed 
the Duke, significantly. 

I prepared to take my leave ; the Duke con- 
ducted me to the door of the ante-room to his 
private apartments with the most marked atten- 
tion, and said, on taking leave of me, 

** I depend on you. Countess, to arrange that 
on our return Fedora and yourself may come and 
inhabit the palace, not to leave it until after 
Thekla's marriage. I make it a point that the 
two sisters shall be as much as possible together, 
before their final separation ; and I am sure 
their innocent happiness would be incomplete 
without the presence of their best fiiend — 
Madame de Brunnersdorf.'' 
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London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street 



in 2 vols., post 8vo, price 21s. (Shortly.) 

The House of Camelot. A Tale of the Olden 

Time. By Miss M* Linwoodj 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



l^ost 8vd, price 8s. (la t)eceinl)er.) 

Anecdotes of the Bench and Bar. 

By W. H. Grimmer. 
London : J. "t. Hojife, 16, Gfreat Marlboi-ottgli-street. 



F6ap. 8vo, price 2s. 6d. 

On the Search for a Dinner. By W. H. Hare. 

IjondoB : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street 
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HEW WOEKS PUBLISHED B7 



Pott 8to, priee reduced to Ss. tin Janiutxy.) 

Travels and Recollections of Travel ; with a 

Chat upon Turioas subjects. By Dr. J. Shaw, Author of 
<' Bambles through the United States," ''A Tramp to the 
Diggiogs/' Ac. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street. 



STABTUNa NEW WOBE. 

YoL I., poet 8to, price 5e. Second Edition. (In Janoaxy.) 

Holland : its Institutions, Press, Kings, and 

Prisons; with an awfal Exposure of Court Secrets and 
Intrigues. By E. Meeter. 
'* This is jast the book that pe<q»le would like to read."— ^otorclay Betiew. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



1 Tol., post 8vo., priee lOs. 6d. Illustrated. (In the Press.) 

Juvenile Crime : Its Causes, Character, and 

Cure. By S. P. Day, Author of ** Monastic Institutions," &e, 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



liStely published, in one toI., post 8yo., price 2s. 6d., cloth 3s. 6d. 

China : a Popular History, with a Chronolo- 
gical account of the most remarkable events from the earliest 
period to the present day. By Sir Oscar Oliphant, Et. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Post 8to, price 4s. (Just ready.) 

Wild Notes. By E. Passingham. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Second Edition, Second Series, now ready, price 68. 

Brameld's Practical Sermons. (Second series.) 

'* Full of earnest thongrht and genial feeling:*— Atherueutn. 
" A book of a thomsand merits."— Preia. 

'* The claims of personal religion are enforced with singular eamestness."— 
John BuU. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



J. F. HOPE> GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET. 6 

Beady, Second Edition, much improved, price 68. 

Thirty-four Practical Sermons. 

By G. W. Brameld, M.A. O20S, View eft J^asf Jlak'IOliai&i, 
late Curate of MaosfielcT. 

" Truly 8piritaal."-/Mn BuU. 
" Brief, earnest, and forcible."— fnjgrNiA (ffUirdandik. 

" These discourses are truly what ihey are termed in the title-page, practical. 
Mr. Brameld does not command belief, he persuades and convinces." — OrUie, 

London : J. F. Hope, 18, Great Marlborough-street. 



Just published, pried 7s. 6d., 

Thirty SermoikS; on Jonah, Amos, and Hosea. 

By the Eev. W. Drake, M.A., Lecturer of St. John Baptist 
Church, Coventry ; Hebrew Examiner in the University of 
London ; and late Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. 

Loadkm : «X.F. Hope,- Id, Gveat Afarlfborougti-street 



Jmt published, price 6d., 

The Prophecy of Khoshru, &c. Translated 

by J. D., and Edited by M.Dv 
London : J. F. Hope, Id*, Great Marlborongb -street 



jttst published, price 4d., 

Christian Fear. A Sermon preached hy 

desire of the Congregation. By John Barton, Curate of 
BivenbalL 

London: J. F. Ho|>d) i6j) Gr^at Mflrlboroiigh^firtxeetf 

Post 8vo, price 8e. 6d., 

The Sea. Sketches of a Voyage to Hudson's 

Bay ; and other Poems. By " The Scald." 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Mess-Tahle Stories, Anecdotes, and Pasquin- 
ades, to Promote Ifii^ and Good* Digestioil. By Hoiu 
Sirmoon; 

London : J. F. IJtope, 16, (^reat lifarlborough-street. 



6 NEW W0BJL9 PUBLISHED BT 

In 8 Tols.» post 8to, pxloa 31a. 6d. (In thfl press.) 

Annette Doyne : A Story from Life. 

Bj £. D. Fenton. 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street. 



Post Syo, priea 8a. 6d. 

Reflections on the Mysterious Fate of Sir 

John Franklin. By James Parsons. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Post 8to, I ToL, price 68. 

Voyages to China, India, and America. 

By W. S. S. Bradshaw. 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street. 

Post 8to, 1 vol., price 8s. (Beady.) 

Dearforgil, Princess of Brefney : A Historical 

Bomance. By the Author of ** The Last Earl of Desmond.'* 
London: J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street. 



Post 8to, 1 Tol., price 4s. (Beady.) 

Italy's Hope : A Tale of Florence. 

By John Ashford, Author of ^ The Lady and the Hound.* 
London: J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street 



Post 8to, price 28. 

The Lady and the Hound. By John Ashford. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



.Post 8to, price 78. 6d., Blostrated. (Just reac^.) 

Poems. By " Sir Oscar Oliphant." 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



J. F. HOPE^ GItEAT MAELB0B0U6H STREET. 7 

Price Is., 

A Day on the Downs, by the Vale of White 

Horse. 
London : J, F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Price 8d. each, or 208. per 100. (Third Edition.) 

An Elementary Religious Catechism ; being 

a Compendium of the chief Truths and Events revealed in 
the Holy Scriptures, as expounded and commemorated by 
the Church of England. By the Bev. Heniy Kemp, M.A«, 
Head Master of Cleobury-Mortimer Endowed Schools. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough*8treet. 



Post 8to, price 48., 

Poetical Romances and Ballads. 

By R. V. Sankey, Author of " Sir Hieram's Daughter.** 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Post 8vo, price Is. 6d., 

Sir Hieram's Daughter and other Poems. 

By B. Yilliers Sankey, Author of ** Poetical Romances and 
BaUads.*' 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Post 8to, pp. 332, price Is. 6d., 

The History of England in Rhyme, from the 

Conquest to the Restoration. 

"A delightfol book for children and young people." 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Demy 8yo, price 128. 6d., 

Switzerland in 1854-5 : A Book of Travel, 

Men, and Things. By the Bev. W. G. Heathman, B.A., 
Bector of St. Lawrence, Exeter, late British Chaplain at 
Laterlaken. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



8 NEW WOBKS PUBLISHSD BT 

2 vols., post 8to, price- I4a» Second Edition. 

Frirwin : A Novel, By Octayia Oliphaiirl* 

** Hu a spirit about it which serves to carnr on its personages aiMl events 
with all the ease of conscious power," Ac — Weekly Diapateh. 

London : J. F. Hope, 10, Great Iffarlbotoiigft-street 



Post 8to, price ^ 

Julia ; or. The NeapoEtan Mamag^. 

By Marg«c8t Tnlloh. 

" this work shoald be read iy all wta0 wisft t»pM«feftatlfOHnH0»katfwledffe 
ofNeapoataalife." 

Londan : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-straet 



Price Ss. Second Edition. 

The Young Lady s First French Book, with 

a Vocabulary of the French and English, and* tfte £ngl$sfa 
and French, of all the words nsped- iff the book: By 
ILidiva. 

" This work is deddedhr the best w e ha te yet seen of the kind, and we ob- 
aenre that our opinion is baclfied by our numerous contemporuies." — Cowrier. 

Londoik : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



Post 8to, price 2a. 

Mantial of Confirmation'. 

By Rev. C. Henxm'an, Incmnbent of St Andrews, Dunmore. 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Gifeat Karlborough-street. 



Demy 18mo, price 3s., 

Duty to Parents : Honour thy Father and 

thy Mother. By a Clergyman of the Church of England. 

** k usefiil companion to persons newly oonflimed." — Quardian. 

" Excellent in its purpose and contents." — Spectator. 
i ** JThlrexcellent little volume may assist the parents abotve aiUttdedtfli. • Ir ik 
a well-planned, well-executed book." — Leader. 

**'Phte litHe book, placing the duty on its true Mriptuml basis, woiHd be a 
weAil.prvsenV to most young gentlemen, and even- to soma young ladies too.** 
—^hMTcKman'e Magazine. 

London-: J. F. Hope, 1^, Chreat Madhorough-street 



J. F. HOPE^ GREAT MABLBOBOUGH STBEET. 9 



Post 8to., price 2a. 6cL 

First Steps in British History, for the use 

of Schools and Private Families. By the late Tutor to the 

Earl of Glamorgan. 

"The 'youug noblemftii ' is the Ear] of Olamorgan, and whoever his tutor is, 
we feel, on the perus^ of these pages, that he is a man worthy to be trusted. 
The leading facts of British history are thrown into the form of a narratlye, so 
simple that a child of six years may understand it, Taking this excellent nur- 
sery-book ftrom beginning to and, we should say that the main facts are truth- 
fiiily stated, and the great religious and constitutional principles guarded with 
avigilanoe that would haye done credit to the authors of many more pretentious 
hookB."— Christian Tima. 

** A concise and weU-written simmiaiy of the history of England, from the 
inyasion of Julius Cesar to our own times. The language is simple, and, as the 
title premises, adapted to the comprehension of very young children ; and the 
author, not satisfying himself with the bare recital of historical events, seizes 
every opportunity of inculcating good principles by pointing out those actions 
wonrUiy of admiration and imitation, and those which should, contrariwise, be 
shunned." — Britannia. 

" First Steps in British History is that rarest but most valuable of all educa- 
tional works— a really simple and intelligible composition, adapted to the 
capacities of children. It is tJie best English History for schools we have yet 
seen." — Oriiie, 

"First Steps in British History, being letters to a young nobleman by his 
tutor, is a summary of the leading events of the history of England, written in 
a plain, familiar style."— Z^crary OazeUe. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street 



1 ToL, demy 8vo, price 10s. 6d. 

Travels through the United States, Canada, 

and the West Indies. By John Shaw, M.D., F.G.S., F.L.S., 
Author of ** A Tramp to the Diggings," <bc. 

"This is a most valuable work at the present time," Ac. ** This book is re- 
markable."— PtvM. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street 



Post 8vo, price 58., 

Christian Politics. 

By the Rev. Henry Christmas, M.A., Anthor of "The 
Cradle of the Twin Giants," •* Echoes of the Universe," 
" Shores and Islands of the Mediterranean," &c. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street. 



Post 8vo, price 28. (Ready in January.) 

Family Interests : A Story taken from Life. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street. 
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KKW WORKS PUBUSHED BT 



Post 8vo, price Is. 6d.t 

Arnold : A Dramatic History. 

By Cradock Newton. 

" There is exquisite beauty in ' Arnold.' "—Qlaagow CommOmlfMUh. 

"' AriM^ ' is a book of real poetry. It is AiU of beauty, and wiU b« fclt to 
be so by all who have a lover's passion for the great and small things both of 
nature and of thought, and whose delight is to see them dressed in poetfc 
fiMMsies again and again." — Inquirer. 

" In toiUug across a wide desert of arid verse, we sre too delighted t6 teett 
tHfh the sound of a spring or the fragrance of a flower not to rive it a wel- 
eome. Of the Iclnd have we found in * Arnold.' There are evident touches 
of poetry in it The stream of the verse has a gleam of gold. The author Is 
apparently very young, but has nndoubtedlv shown that he possesses the poetic 
temperament. An unusually pure tone and purpose in the book argue well for 
the future of the writer. The various lyrios show a sense of music In vefte. 
The patrons of our minstrels will do well irot to pass this little pamphlet by."— 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlboroogh-street* 



Frioe Is. 6d., 

Thoughts on the Revision of the Prayer- 

Book, and of the Terms of Clerical Conformity. By the 
Eev. J. B. Pretyman, M.A., late Vicar of Aylesbury, Bucks. 

London : J. F. Hope, J 6, Great Marlborough-street. 



Demy 8vo, price 7s. 6d., Illustrated. Second Edition. 

Lays of Love and Heroism, Legends, Lyrics, 

and other Poems. By EleaiKMr Darby, Author of '*The 

Sweet South." 

** The authoress is already well and favourably known to the British ptibUe 
by her previous publication, under the title of ' The Sweet South.' The appear- 
ance of the present volume will but call forth a repetition of those high enco- 
miums which were so plentiAilly bestowed upon her former effort The ' Lily 
o' Dimdee' is of itself sufficient to show the distinguished abilities of the 
authoress, displaying, as it does, is a very high degree, her power, pathos, and 
poetic skill. The volume, as a whole, caunot fail to eontribute very material^ 
to the popularity of the accomplished authoress; and it deserves a tery extefl- 
sive oircalation."-^JIComifij7 Advertiser, 

London : J, F. Hope, 16, Great Maarlborough-str^et. 



Dettiy 8vo, pri(Mf ISt 

Gems of Thought, on the Principal Subjects 

of Life. By James Badnall, of Bishop Cosin's Hall, 
Durham. 

XiOndon ; J. F. Hope, 10, Great Marlborough-street. 



Post 8vo, price 4s., Illastrated, 

The Sweet South; or, a Month at Algiers. 

By Eleanor Darby. 

For the excellent Keviews of this Work see Athenaum^ Ob- 
server, Literary Gazette, Critic, Courier, &o. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborongh-street. 



PR. E. LEE ON NICE AND MALAGA. 
Demy ISmo, price 28. 6d., 

Nice and its Climate. With Notices of the 

Coast from Genoa to Marseilles, and Observations on the 
Influence of Climate on Pulmonary Consumption. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Maxlborough-street. 



Price Is. 6d., 

The Nurse and the Nursery ; being a Digest 

of Important Information with regard to the Early Train- 
ing and Management of Children ; together with Directions 
for the Treatment of Accidents apt to occur in the Nursery, 
and which every Nurse, Nursery Governess, and Mother 
ought to know. 

** The likstructionB wl^^b he conveys 81*6 expressed in plain and intelligible 
tenoS) Q^d no nurse or mother ought to be without them." — Morning PaaL 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Mariborough-street. 



WORKS BY THE REV. WILLIAM DUFF SCHOMBERG, B.A., 

Vicar of Poles-worth. 

FrieeSd. (Juat Published.) 

The Pretensions of the Ghurch of Rome to 

be considered Older than the Church of England, examined. 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 



BT TQB SAM£ AUTHOB^ 
Price Is.. 

Protestant Catholicism; or, the Characteristics 

of Catholicism as inherited, and maintained, under Frotesit^ 
by the Church of England. 
*' The reader will flud that he has at his fingers' ends a mass of inibntaUon 
and argument'*— CAtfrdi and State Gazettf. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street 



12 NEW WOBKS FUBUSUED BY J. F. HOPS. 

In a TolB., large 8to., price 10a. 

The Theocratic Philosophy of EngHsh History, 

Showing the Rise and Progress of the British Empire. In 
which the eventH of history are traced to their proper origin, 
the characters of persons whose actions have influenced 
the progress of society delineated, and the overruling provi- 
dence of God vindicated. 

"In this age of ephemeral publications, seldom does it fall to the lot of a 
reviewer to ei^oy the privilege of calling public attention to a work of such 
profound research, written in such poweriul and concise language, and pre- 
senting the result of years of patient investigation of an almighty power un- 
ravelling the entangled web of numan affairs. If to justify the ways of God to 
man— if to exhibit Divine benevolence educing ultimate good out of apparent 
evil; making 'the wrath of man to praise him,' and overruling every event to 
subserve the grand designs of Providence ; if such an attempt executed by an 
author possessing in combination mental powers of no common order, has long 
been a desideratum, we are enabled to announce the completion of a task which 
will continue an imperishable memorial of the talent, and genius, and persever- 
anoe of Mr. Schomberg."— CAurcA InteUiifeneer. 

London: J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street. 
In demy 12mo., price 2s. 6d. cloth. Second edition, with copious additions. 

Elements of the British Constitution, con- 
taining a comprehensive View of the Monarchy and Govern- 
ment of England. 

" It is precisely what it professes to be, an exposition of the ' Elements of 
the British Constitution ; ' and as such it is deserving of a place in every 
Englishman's library, and should be early placed in the hands of every English 
schoolboy. It is comprehensive without being diffuse ; clear in its statement 
of principles without cumbering the mind with details." — Liverpool Courier. 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlhorough -street. 

Price 6d. 

Pohtical Protestantism, designed for the First 

Forms at Schools and for Young Men leaving their Homes 
for the engagements of Public me. 

*•* The Profits of this Work are devoted to the Society of 
Chxirch Missions in Ireland. 

**The work consists of 78 pages of well-selected matter, drawn fVom valuable 
historical resources, and puts the question of Church and State, and the aggres- 
sions of Popery, i& its proper light"— i9Arop«Mre CoiuervcUive Journal, 

London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street 
. Price Is. 

Claims and ResponsibiUty of the Christian 

Ministry. 
London : J. F. Hope, 16, Great Marlborough-street, 
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